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ANALYSIS 

Trump’s choice 
to meet with 
Kim potentially 
fruitful, risky 

By Kim Gamel 

Stars and Stripes 

SEOUL, South Korea — Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump’s surprise 
decision to meet with North Ko¬ 
rean leader Kim Jong Un offers a 
rare opportunity for a diplomatic 
solution to a nuclear crisis that 
has threatened to erupt into war. 
But it also carries a lot of risk. 

Trump 
acknowl¬ 
edged the 
planned 
meet¬ 
ing could 
fizzle but 
said he 
believes 
North 

Korea is ready to make peace. 

“I think it’s time,” he said 
Saturday during a campaign 
rally for Republican congressio¬ 
nal candidate Rick Saccone in 
Pennsylvania. 

“Who knows what’s going to 
happen,” he said of the summit. 
“I may leave fast, or we may sit 
down and make the greatest deal 
for the world.” 

Thursday’s announcement that 
Trump had accepted Kim’s in¬ 
vitation to meet was a stunning 
reversal of long-standing U.S. 
policy that no talks would be held 
until the North made concrete 
efforts toward denuclearization. 
It would be the first time a sit¬ 
ting U.S. president has met with 
a North Korean leader. 

The White House pushed back 
against criticism that it was 
agreeing to a meeting without get¬ 
ting anything in return. Trump 
insisted that economic sanctions 
will remain on the table until an 
agreement is reached and noted 
the North Koreans have commit¬ 
ted to denuclearization and prom¬ 
ised to suspend weapons tests 
while talks are held. 

SEE TRUMP ON PAGE 6 


■ US officials 
say no added 
conditions 
for summit 
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5th-grader wins European PTA Spelling Bee 



Photos by Jennifer H. SvAN/Stars and Stripes 


Jonnen Messer, a fifth-grader at Ramstein Intermediate School, 
reacts after winning the 35th Annual European PTA Spelling Bee on 
Saturday at Ramstein Air Base, Germany. 



Jonnen Messer reacts after spelling a hard word correctly at the 


By Jennifer H. Svan 

Stars and Stripes 

RAMSTEIN AIR BASE, Ger¬ 
many — When he heard the 
word needed for the win, Jonnen 
Messer could hardly contain his 
excitement. 

After 38 grueling rounds 
and more than four hours on 
stage, Messer, a fifth-grader at 
Ramstein Intermediate School, 
won the 35th Annual European 
PTA Spelling Bee on Saturday. 

Ramon Padua Jr., a seventh- 
grader at Ramstein Middle 
School, almost went the distance 
with Messer. 

After Messer spelled “stalac¬ 
tite” correctly, Padua stumbled 
on a somewhat unusual word: 
“trillado,” which means market 
coffee prepared by drying the 
beans in the sun. Padua spelled it, 
“t-r-i-a-d-o.” 

Messer had to get one more 
word right for the win. He knew it 
as soon as he heard it, “Istanbul.” 

“I think it’s shocking,” Messer 
said after it was over, still flab¬ 
bergasted that he won while com¬ 
peting for the first time in the 
European bee. 

“There were a few times when 
I thought I spelled a word incor¬ 
rectly, which I didn’t,” he said. 

There was no need to ask Mess¬ 
er for an example of one of those 
words. In Round 24, he groaned 
loudly into the microphone, “oh, 
no,” when the pronouncer gave 
him the word “divulged” to spell. 
He looked lost for a minute, gath¬ 
ered his composure, then spelled 
it correctly. Back at his seat, he 
put his hand over his mouth as if 
in disbelief and wiped his brow. 

This year’s contest was partic¬ 


ularly intense. 

The event, held in the cafeteria 
of Ramstein Elementary School, 
began with 27 spellers, students 
in grades 3 to 8 at military schools 
in Europe who had won their 
schools’ spelling bees. 

By Round 21, only five spellers 


were left: Messer; Padua; Willow 
Hauver, of Stuttgart Elementary 
School; Sara Moriarity, of Naples 
High School; and Dario Toska, 
of Garmisch Elementary/Middle 
School. They pushed through five 
more flawless rounds, spelling 
words such as “Ares,” “brooches” 


spelling bee. 



Ramon Padua Jr., of Ramstein 
Middle School, spells a word 
during the spelling bee. Padua 
finished second in the contest. 

and “infraorder.” 

By Round 27, only Messer, 
Padua and Moriarity remained 


on stage. Moriarity hung on for 
another nine rounds. 

Missing a word meant leaving 
the stage after that round ended. 
Some kids left the stage in tears, 
seeking comfort in the embrace 
of parents who were waiting in 
the wings. 

Messer said he studied about 
an hour a day, “sometimes two.” 
Spellers were given a list of some 
1,555 words to study. Only the 
early rounds, however, drew from 
that list. 

For the win, Messer will get two 
round-trip tickets to Washington 
to represent the European PTA in 
the Scripps National Spelling Bee 
on May 29-31. 

“I feel like a bunch of bricks 
have been lifted off my shoul¬ 
ders,” Messer said, relieved that 
at least this bee was over. 

svan.iennifer@stripes.com 
Twitter: @stripesktown 
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Photos by Leon CooK/Stars and Stripes 


A C-130J Super Hercules assigned to the 374th Airlift Wing sits on the tarmac at Yokota Air Base, 
Japan, on Thursday. The planes are replacing Vietnam War-era C-130Hs at Yokota. 



Above: Air Force Staff Sgt. Brian Gates, a 
loadmaster with the 36th Airlift Squadron at 
Yokota, stands by as reporters board the Super 
Hercules. Right: A Super Here pilot looks at his 
instruments during a flight around Mount Fuji. 



USAF shows off 
new Super Here 
planes in Japan 


By Leon Cook 

Stars and Stripes 

YOKOTA AIR BASE, Japan — 
The 374th Airlift Wing showed off 
one of its new C-130J Super Her¬ 
cules cargo planes Thursday at 
Yokota Air Base, flying two dozen 
Japanese and American journal¬ 
ists around Mount Fuji. 

The plane — one of 14 that are 
replacing Vietnam War-era C- 
130Hs at the home of U.S. Forces 
Japan and the 5th Air Force in 
western Tokyo — has powerful 
engines and high-tech computer 
systems that give it more range 
and capability than the older 
models. 

USFJ commander Lt. Gen. 
Jerry Martinez called the Super 
Here the “meanest, toughest, 
most tactical machine in the 
world” when the first of Yokota’s 
new aircraft arrived last spring. 

Bad weather canceled a planned 
parachute demonstration ahead 
of the media flight, but reporters 
still got a tour of Japan’s tallest 
mountain in the Super Here. 


To see video of the Super Here 
demonstration, go to: 

stripes.com/go/superherc 


* 


Passengers were invited into 
the cockpit to see digital instru¬ 
ments that replace gauges and 
switches in the new planes. 

Heads-up displays in front 
of the Super Here’s pilot and 
co-pilot showed flight informa¬ 
tion in bright green that seemed 
to hang in the air, from their 
perspectives. 

The cabin is roomier than 
it was on the old models since 
powerful computers and sensors 
mean there’s no need for a flight 
engineer or navigator. They can 
also carry up to eight cargo pal¬ 
lets — two more than the older 
model. 

Yokota’s old planes went to Air 
National Guard units last year. 
The last of Yokota’s new Super 
Hercs is scheduled to arrive by 
the end of the summer, an Air 
Force spokesman said. 

cook.leon@stripes.com 
Twitter: @LeonCookl2 


Americans knighted into German hunting brotherhood 



Courtesy of U.S. Army Garrison Ansbach 

American soldiers and U.S. base workers were knighted into a German hunting order 
in Ansbach, Germany, on Jan. 26. 


By Martin E gnash 

Stars and Stripes 

ANSBACH, Germany — For U.S. hunt¬ 
ers stationed overseas, the process of ob¬ 
taining a hunting license outside the U.S. 
is more a rite of passage than a simple ap¬ 
plication process. 

After nearly three months of hard work, 
a group of American soldiers and U.S. 
base workers recently were knighted into 
a German hunting order as jungjaegers, or 
young hunters. 

During the knighting ceremony, tradi¬ 
tional Bavarian horns sounded as the seven 
Americans knelt on a wooden board — an 
austere, pain-inducing ritual to remind 
them of their responsibilities as hunters. 

Not every American goes through a 
knighting ceremony when they are accept¬ 
ed into a German hunting order, but they 
all must participate in a rigorous, time- 
consuming training process. 

The new American inductees into the 
German Hunting Brotherhood went 
through 90 hours of training, meeting sev¬ 
eral days a week to learn German hunt¬ 
ing laws and the 1,000-year-old history of 
hunting in the region. 

The Americans formed a close bond 
during the training. The Morale, Welfare 
and Recreation course emphasized team¬ 
work and dedication to each other, said Lt. 
Col. Suk Kim, one of the hunters who was 
knighted. 

There were 14 hunters originally in the 
course, but due to the high level of com¬ 
mitment it takes to keep up with it, half 


dropped out, said course instructor Fred 
Lane. 

The hunters attributed the high attrition 
rate to the time commitment and the Ger¬ 
man language skills required to qualify for 
the license. German hunting vocabulary is 
almost a language in itself, they said. 

“This is the hardest hunting license to 
get in the world,” Lane said. 


In addition to learning about German 
wildlife and hunting laws, the Americans 
soon found out that hunting is fundamen¬ 
tally different in Germany, said Maj. Jesse 
McCullough. 

“In the U.S., you’re out there on your 
own, and you appreciate nature, and that’s 
beautiful. But here, you’re not just out 
there hunting for yourself. Here, they treat 


It’s not just about getting 
a deer. It’s about culling the 
population so the animals 
can thrive. They teach you to 
be part of the ecosystem, f 

Maj. Jesse McCullough 

American inductee into the 
German Hunting Brotherhood 


hunters like stewards of the land, and you 
feel an even deeper connection to the na¬ 
ture because of it,” McCullough said. 

One reason hunting is less of an individ¬ 
ual sport in Germany is because hunters 
must lease land from property owners, so 
you’re always doing it in conjunction with 
other people, Lane said. 

But a big part of it is the mindset. Hunt¬ 
ers in Germany are encouraged to kill their 
prey in the most humane way possible and 
to hunt as a way to promote the overall 
health of the land, the hunters said. 

“It’s not just about getting a deer. It’s 
about culling the population so the animals 
can thrive. They teach you to be part of the 
ecosystem,” McCullough said. 

Hunting programs like this are avail¬ 
able to U.S. personnel and families at most 
Army garrisons overseas. To find out more 
information about a program near you, 
contact your local MWR representative. 

egnash.martin@stripes.com 
Twitter: @Marty_Stripes 
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Courtesy of Andrew Spaulding 


Army Spc. Andrew Spaulding and tactical explosives detection dog Bono take a break during Bono’s first deployment to Afghanistan in 2010. 


Seeking justice 

War dog handlers disappointed by adoption process 


By Dianna Cahn 
Stars and Stripes 



Jacob GiARDiNi/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


Staff Sgt. Shawn Martinez and Bono inspect an Afghan truck for explosives near 
Forward Operating Base Sharana, Afghanistan, in 2012. Martinez, Bono’s handler on 
the deployment, later adopted him. 


WASHINGTON 
taff Sgt. Shawn Martinez stepped 
off the airplane onto the Kansas 
tarmac, hunching his shoulders 
against the gloom of a cold, gray 
winter’s day and the starkness of coming 
home. He gave his buddy, Bono, a tactical 
explosive detection dog, a playful wrestle. 

He’d barely taken a few steps when 
Army contractors approached him to take 
the dog. After all, Bono was the property 
of the U.S. Army. 

It was wrenching. Martinez and Bono 
had traversed hell together in Afghanistan 
in 2012. They’d lost a fellow battle buddy 
— watching as his life drained away under 
flying bullets — and bore witness to each 
other’s pain. Bono had developed shakes 
and nightmares; he would urinate on him¬ 
self in moments of stress. Martinez had his 
own anxiety after three deployments that 
included a Purple Heart after taking shrap¬ 
nel in his upper legs from a grenade. 

Being abruptly separated as they came 
home in February 2013 was brutal. “They 
just didn’t care,” said Martinez. “They 
threw him in a kennel, and that was that.” 

It took Martinez months of pounding the 
phones before he found Bono at a kennel 
run by Army subcontractor K2 Solutions in 
North Carolina and ultimately adopted him. 
When he went to collect Bono, the dog was 
skinny and agitated, Martinez said. He had 
“hot spots” where he would chew into his 
own flesh in moments of distress — some¬ 
thing he continues to do today when he is 
confined in small spaces. 

It seemed to Martinez that this alpha dog 
that had been trained to run through battle¬ 
fields and sniff out bombs had been all but 
imprisoned in kennel cages, rarely getting 
to stretch his legs. 

“He didn’t get walked a lot,” Martinez said. 
“He didn’t get shown a lot of attention.” 

Bono was one of 232 military war dogs 
who served honorably in the Army’s four- 
year tactical explosive device detection 
program, or TEDD, and according to a 


just-released Defense Department inspec¬ 
tor general report, he was one of the lucky 
ones. Struggling with anxiety, Bono left the 
TEDD program while it was still operation¬ 
al and was able to land in the care of one of 
his handlers. Most of the dogs and handlers 
never found each other again. 

Steps skipped 

The report found that the Army had 
no plans in place on how to dispose of the 
dogs, so after the program closed abruptly 
in early 2014, the Army had just weeks to 
adopt out or reassign 150 remaining dogs. 
The Army’s office of the Provost Marshal 
General did not extend the contract care for 
the dogs, so it was forced to skip steps and 
quickly dispose of them, the report said. 

Because of that, dogs were adopted out 
without giving their handlers first option, 
and many were given away without the re¬ 
quired vetting of the dog or its new owner to 
ensure they were suitable, the report found. 
The IG found cases where a dog that was 
trained to bite or was aggressive was given 
to a family with small children. Many of the 
dogs weren’t neutered or tracked properly. 

Army data show that of 232 dogs, 40 were 
adopted by handlers, 47 were adopted out 
to civilians, 70 went to other Army units, at 
least nine died and the rest went to federal 
or law enforcement agencies. Three were 
identified on a spreadsheet but not included 
in the Army’s final tally, so their fates were 
not clear, the report found. 

The IG made recommendations for the 
Army to put safeguards in place for future 
programs, since the TEDD program shut 
down long ago, but it did not hold any in¬ 
dividuals accountable. The report also did 
not address the way some dogs, like Bono, 
languished in kennels before the program 
ended. 

For former handlers and advocates, the 
report comes as no surprise. But they say it 
didn’t delve deep enough or try to right past 
wrongs. 

“We hoped there would be more resolu¬ 
tion for the handlers,” said Betsy Hampton, 
who has been running the Facebook page 


and website Justice for TEDD Handlers 
since 2015, the year after the program shut 
down. “I was surprised they admitted fault,” 
she said. “But mostly, I was upset that they 
are not rectifying wrongdoing.” 

Justice for TEDD Handlers 

During the “surge” in Afghanistan in 
2010, U.S. forces and their allies encoun¬ 
tered a spike in buried enemy bombs. The 
Army initiated the TEDD program as a way 
to help troops detect and remove the explo¬ 
sives before they did harm. 

The program was considered a success, 
lasting from 2011 to 2014. But it was stood 
up quickly, procuring and training dogs 
through a contractor rather than the estab¬ 
lished Air Force training program used for 
most of the military’s war dogs. 

Soldiers from brigade combat teams 
volunteered to be TEDD handlers and, 
after going through a few months of train¬ 
ing, would deploy with the dogs. Once they 
came home, the dogs would go back into the 
system to be picked up by another handler 
for deployment. 

Handlers were told they would be given 
first right to adopt the dogs when the time 
came, according to the report. But that 
promise mostly fell through the cracks. 
When the TEDD program was shutting 
down in late 2013 and early 2014, the sub¬ 
contractor that trained and kenneled the 
dogs — the second over the course of four 
years — held two adoption events. Many 
handlers weren’t notified and, as the report 


indicated, many of the dogs and their pro¬ 
spective adopters were not properly vetted. 

“Essentially, anyone with a pulse was 
given a dog,” Hampton wrote in a descrip¬ 
tion on the Justice for TEDD Handlers 
Facebook page. 

Hampton and a small group of people 
started the social media campaign to re¬ 
unite TEDDs with their handlers in De¬ 
cember 2015. Her involvement with the 
TEDDs began after the shelter where she 
adopted her own dog posted a notice about a 
TEDD handler who was looking for his dog, 
Howard. 

She joined thousands of supporters on so¬ 
cial media to help him locate Howard and 
ultimately win a custody fight to get him 
back. 

She and a few others soon discovered that 
Howard’s case wasn’t isolated. He was one 
of six dogs adopted by a small town in North 
Carolina on the premise that the dogs would 
be used by law enforcement. But instead, 
they had been adopted by individual police 
officers, Hampton said. 

Since then, they’ve connected with more 
than 100 TEDD handlers who have been 
unable to find or reconnect with their dogs. 
Hampton said some of the handlers had 
tracked down their dogs within weeks of 
the adoptions, but many families were not 
willing to give the dogs up. 

“The people running this (adoption event) 
did not know what they were doing,” Hamp¬ 
ton said in an interview. “I was told whoever 
showed up got a dog.” 

SEE JUSTICE ON PAGE 5 
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Hampton and her group found 
some dogs went to friends of con¬ 
tractors in the program or friends 
of Army officers, she said. Oth¬ 
ers went to a group that said they 
were planning to retrain them as 
service dogs for veterans. Instead, 
the dogs were left at a kennel while 
the group tried to sell them to the 
Panamanian government, Hamp¬ 
ton said. 

Some people acted like the dogs 
were trophies, she said. 

“People were posting stuff on 
Facebook. They were proud of the 
dogs they found,” Hampton said. 
“We have so many files of screen- 
shots of people bragging about get¬ 
ting these dogs. It’s disgusting.” 

Ben 

One of Hampton’s key com¬ 
plaints is when adoptive families, 
fearing they will lose their dog, 
won’t share information with the 
handlers. It’s heartbreaking for 
them, she said. 

Others have done right by han¬ 
dlers — seeking to reunite them 
with the dog. When Kim Scarbor¬ 
ough adopted her dog, Ben, dur¬ 
ing one of the Army’s adoption 
days at K2 Solutions in 2014, she 
set out right away to locate Ben’s 
handler. 

Scarborough found Hamp¬ 
ton online, and two years later, 
Hampton connected her to Julio 
Munoz, Ben’s handler, now living 
in New York City. Scarborough, 
who lives in Kinston, N.C., said 
she and Munoz corresponded for 
a while through Facebook until 
they finally met a few months 
later when she visited her mother 
in Pennsylvania. 

They met at a park in spring 
2016. Munoz came with his wife, 
Sully, and their two children. 
Scarborough came with Ben. She 
watched the emotional reunion of 
dog and handler, and Scarborough 
said she knew, no matter how pain¬ 
ful, that she had to give Ben back 
to his rightful owner. 

Munoz wondered whether Ben 
might be better off with Scarbor¬ 
ough and her husband, Paul, on 
the farm, she said. But Scarbor¬ 
ough was adamant. “I told him he 
needed to take the dog,” she said. 

The Munoz family took Ben, and 
they all stayed in touch. After sev¬ 
eral months, Scarborough missed 
Ben and Munoz realized the ani¬ 
mal would benefit from being able 
to run around, so they agreed to 
share custody. Ben would become 
a snowbird dog. He would be in 
New York in the summers and 
head down to the farm for the 
winters. 

In late 2016, though, when 
Munoz deployed again, he asked 
Scarborough if she could take Ben 
on the farm full time. 

“Even though we went through 
a lot of stuff, I still wanted Ben to 
have the better life,” Munoz said. 
“I wanted him to go back to the 
original family that adopted him. 
He already fell in love with them, 
and I didn’t want to break that 
apart.” 

Now the dog lives with the Scar¬ 
boroughs, and the Munozes stop 
in for visits. The two families have 
become friends, Scarborough 
said. 

“We have a unique relation¬ 


Family shared dog custody with Gl handler 



Courtesy of Andrew Spaulding 


Army Spc. Andrew Spaulding and Bono look for explosive devices in Afghanistan. 



Courtesy of Kim Scarborough 

Kim Scarborough, Ben and Ben’s former handler, Julio Munoz, catch 
up at Scarborough’s Kinston, N.C., home in August 2017. 


ship, one for which I am especially 
proud,” she said. 

Scarborough said Ben is thriv¬ 
ing. When she first took him home, 
the 45-pound dog was 10 pounds 
underweight and extremely 
stressed. He was humping every¬ 
thing in sight, she said with em¬ 
barrassment. But after just a few 
days of open farmland and a little 
discipline — they would put him 
in a room when he would act out 
— Ben stopped that behavior and 
hasn’t exhibited it since, she said. 

“At the adoption place, it was 
obvious things were not handled 
properly,” she said. The woman 
running the adoption was clearly 
stressed. “It was chaotic.” 

One thing was clear, Ben was a 


dog used to being a leader. To this 
day, every time she walks outside 
to pick up the newspaper, Ben 
startles her when he crouches and 
jumps up and grabs the paper. It’s 
like a game. 

“After all these years, you’d 
think we’d be used to it,” she said, 
laughing. 

“He is the sweetest, kindest, 
gentlest dog,” she said. “We think 
we hit the jackpot with him — and 
with Julio and Sully and their chil¬ 
dren. I really think it doesn’t get 
better than that.” 

Bono revisited 

In May 2015, Andrew Spauld¬ 
ing put a post on Facebook with 


pictures of Bono, the bomb detec¬ 
tion dog he handled during his 
deployment to Afghanistan five 
years earlier. 

“I was supposed to have first 
choice when it came to adopting 
him, and come to find out, his last 
handler was able to adopt him 
instead,” wrote Spaulding, who 
served six years in the Army and 
now lives in Bartow, Fla. He want¬ 
ed to locate Bono and find out how 
he was doing. 

Bono and Spaulding had de¬ 
ployed to southern Afghanistan’s 
Kandahar province in 2010. It was 
the Taliban heartland, and im¬ 
provised explosive devices were 
everywhere. For 10 months, the 
dog and his handler were insepa¬ 
rable — going on patrols, working 
checkpoints or hanging back at 
the base. 

“He slept with me, ate with me,” 
Spaulding said. “He went every¬ 
where with me.” 

Bono found caches of bomb¬ 
making equipment and weapons. 
He sniffed out buried bombs. He 
even detected the scent of explo¬ 
sives on an empty trailer bed that 
was being pulled behind a motor¬ 
cycle. A swipe proved him right 
— the motorcycle had been carry¬ 
ing explosives. 

When they landed back home in 
2011, the contractor that trained 
and housed the dogs — at that 
point Vohne Liche, in Indiana — 
was waiting on the tarmac to take 
Bono back. 

It wasn’t until 2015, not long 
after the TEDD program shut 
down, that Spaulding set out to 
look for Bono. A colleague from 
the program informed him Bono 
had been adopted. 

In May, he put up the Facebook 
post. 

Within days, the post had been 
shared more than 100,000 times, 
Spaulding said, and it ultimately 
led to Bono’s second handler, Mar¬ 
tinez, who deployed with Bono in 
2012 and 2013. 

Spaulding contacted Martinez 
and learned what those two had 
been through together. 

Martinez and Bono were at¬ 
tached to a Special Forces unit. 


They went on countless air and 
overnight assaults, landing in the 
dark of night in remote areas and 
seeking out the enemy. 

One night, during a particularly 
heavy fight, Martinez heard on the 
radio that Staff Sgt. Jon Schmidt 
had been wounded while running 
to help a fallen Green Beret. Bono 
and Martinez had drilled with 
Schmidt to be the backup handler 
should something happen to Mar¬ 
tinez. The three were extremely 
close. Martinez and Bono were by 
Schmidt’s side when he died. 

Martinez told Spaulding that 
Bono was living a good life with 
him. Though it hurt Spaulding 
to know he would never live with 
Bono again, that was all he needed 
to hear. 

“Bono is with his last handler 
and living a very happy life,” 
Spaulding wrote in a post May 
18. “He was certified last year as 
a service dog to help his current 
owner with PTSD and traumatic 
brain injury. He is loved by him 
very much and that is all I care to 
see.” 

Spaulding said he was told from 
day one of the TEDD program 
that as Bono’s first handler, he 
would have first adoption rights. 
But no one ever contacted him. “I 
guess it was just a bunch of empty 
promises,” he said. 

Not a day goes by that he doesn’t 
think of his dog. But he knows 
Bono is in good hands and he does 
not want to destroy what Martinez 
has with the dog. 

He hopes that one day he will 
get to see him again. 

cahn.dianna@stripes.com 
Twitter: @DiannaCahn 
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No additional conditions for N. Korea talks 


By Mark Sherman 
and Robert Burns 

Associated Press 

Trump administration officials said Sun¬ 
day there will be no more conditions im¬ 
posed on North Korea before a first-ever 
meeting of the two nation’s leaders beyond 
the North’s promise not to resume nuclear 
testing and missile flights or publicly criti¬ 
cize U.S.-South Korean military exercises. 

The officials’ comments followed the 
surprise announcement last week that 
President Donald Trump has agreed to 
meet the North’s Kim Jong Un by May. 

“This potential meeting has been agreed 
to. There are no additional conditions being 
stipulated, but again, they — they can¬ 
not engage in missile testing, they cannot 
engage in nuclear testing and they can’t 
publicly object to the U.S.-South Korea 


planned military exercises,” deputy White 
House spokesman Raj Shah said. 

Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin 
said the summit would give Trump a 
chance “to sit down and see if he can cut 
a deal” with Kim over the North’s nuclear 
program. “The president has been very 
clear in what the objective is here, and that 
is to get rid of nuclear weapons on the (Ko¬ 
rean) Peninsula,” Mnuchin said. 

The administration officials credited 
toughened economic sanctions — imposed 
by the United Nations and pushed by the 
United States — with helping bring Kim to 
the brink of negotiations. 

“Our policy is pressure, is pressure from 
our partners and allies around the world, 
pressure to the United Nations, pressure 
through China; these have had an impact,” 
Shah said. “It’s impacted Kim Jong Un’s 
behavior. It’s impacted his conduct.” 


But some members of Congress said 
they worry that Trump acted impulsively 
in agreeing to meet with Kim before nego¬ 
tiators for both countries had a chance to 
set some goals the leaders could agree to. 

“But the important thing is the diplo¬ 
matic work that has to go in before such 
a meeting,” said Sen. Jeff Flake, R-Ariz., 
a frequent Trump critic. “A meeting like 
that would be kind of an afterthought after 
things are negotiated. Here, it looks as if, 
you know, that’s kind of the opening gam¬ 
bit. And that’s a little worrisome.” 

The U.S. and South Korea hold military 
maneuvers every year. They were post¬ 
poned during the recent Winter Olympics 
in South Korea. They are expected to be 
held in April, but no official announce¬ 
ment has been made about when they will 
take place. In an interview en route to the 
Middle East, Defense Secretary Jim Mat- 


tis declined to discuss the timing and scale 
of the exercises. 

Mattis wouldn’t talk at all about the dip¬ 
lomatic push over North Korea’s nuclear 
program. “When you get in a position like 
this, the potential for misunderstanding 
remains very high,” he said. 

Mattis was among the advisers in the 
White House on Thursday when Trump 
decided to accept Kim’s offer to meet. The 
offer was relayed to Trump by a South Ko¬ 
rean government delegation that briefed 
the president on their meeting with Kim 
last week in North Korea’s capital. 

Trump said Saturday that he believes 
North Korea will abide by its pledge to sus¬ 
pend missile tests while he prepares for 
the summit. He noted in a tweet that North 
Korea has refrained from such tests since 
November and said Kim “has promised not 
to do so through our meetings.” 


Trump: US administration must go into 
meeting with clear objectives or risk failure 



Korean Central News Agency, Korea News Service/AP 


North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, right, meets South Korean National 
Security Director Chung Eui-yong in Pyongyang, North Korea, on 
March 5. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

Kim Jong Un also accepted the 
fact that Washington and Seoul 
would begin annual war games 
after the March 8-18 Paralym¬ 
pics despite North Korea’s fierce 
opposition to the joint military 
exercises. 

Critics noted that the summit 
itself gives the North Koreans 
an initial victory because one of 
their most cherished goals has 
been a seat at the table with a U.S. 
president. 

The North Koreans have used 
past negotiations to stall for time 
and gain concessions and hu¬ 
manitarian assistance from the 
West only to eventually renege on 
promises and make advances in 
their effort to develop a nuclear 
weapon that could target the U.S. 
mainland. 

Here’s a look at key issues as 
Washington gets ready for what 
would be a historic and unprece¬ 
dented meeting. No time or place 
has been set, but the South Kore¬ 
an officials who delivered Kim’s 
invitation to Trump said it would 
be by May. 

Why now? 

All sides are eager to ease ten¬ 
sions that have spiked with the 
constant drumbeat of North Kore¬ 
an missile tests and a war of words 
between the North and Trump. 
The U.S. president has traded 
threats and personal insults with 
Kim. The breakthroughs began 
with North Korea’s agreement to 
join the Winter Olympics, which 
were held in the South Korean 
town of Pyeongchang. That led to 
the first talks between the Koreas 
in more than two years. 

South Korean President Moon 
Jae-in, who is eager to prevent 
another conflict on the divided 
peninsula, has worked tirelessly 
to broaden the sports diplomacy 
to include denuclearization talks 
with the U.S. South Korean en¬ 
voys who traveled to Pyongyang 
last week met with the North Ko¬ 
rean leader and announced plans 
for an inter-Korean summit in 


late April. They then traveled to 
Washington and briefed Trump 
on their meetings. That was when 
the president accepted Kim’s 
invitation to meet and directed 
the South Koreans to announce 
it Friday at the White House. 
North Korea watchers have long 
predicted that last year’s elec¬ 
tion of a left-leaning government 
in Seoul would lead to new peace 
initiatives. 

What's different? 

The U.S. has not held formal 
talks with North Korea for more 
than a decade. The North, mean¬ 
while, has stockpiled an arsenal 
of nuclear weapons and made 
strong progress in developing an 
intercontinental ballistic missile 
that could deliver them. It test- 
fired some two dozen missiles 
last year, including three ICBMs, 
although experts are divided over 
how much time it needs to perfect 
the capability. 

The North also conducted its 
sixth and most powerful under¬ 
ground nuclear test last year. 
During his New Year’s address, 
Kim declared the country had 
completed its nuclear force and 
said “a nuclear button is always on 
my desk.” That prompted Trump 
to boast his nuclear button “is 
much bigger and more powerful.” 
Looking past the rhetoric, observ¬ 
ers suggest that Kim may feel he 
finally has sufficient leverage to 
engage in talks. 

In announcing the summit, 
the South Koreans gave credit 
to Trump’s so-called “maximum 
pressure” campaign of increased 
economic sanctions and diplomat¬ 
ic isolation. While past adminis¬ 
trations also relied on sanctions, 
the Trump administration has 
tightened the noose by moving to 
close loopholes blocking efforts to 
cut off North Korea’s oil imports 
and exports of coal and other 
items that earn much-needed 
foreign currency. The president 
also has increased pressure on 
the Chinese to comply with the 
measures. 

“North Korea is under more 


stress and more pressure on a 
continuous basis than ever be¬ 
fore, so time is not on their side,” 
Daniel Davis, a military expert 
with the conservative U.S. think 
tank Defense Priorities, said in a 
telephone interview. 

“There is an opportunity here 
that hasn’t existed before,” said 
Davis, a retired lieutenant colo¬ 
nel who served as a U.S. adviser 
to the South Korean army in the 
late ’90s. 

He also noted that Trump’s 
fiery rhetoric with threats to 
unleash “fire and fury” and to 
“totally destroy North Korea” 
if necessary may have pushed 
North Korea and China to act. 

“He’s a little more unpredict¬ 
able, and they may think he may 
actually use the military option,” 
Davis said. 

Bargaining chips 

The sides have expressed in¬ 
tractable positions in recent 
months, with Trump insisting 
that North Korea must abandon 
its nuclear ambitions and Pyong¬ 
yang insisting its weapons pro¬ 
grams aren’t up for negotiation. 

“The unanswered question 
going forward is what the United 
States is willing to put on the table 
for a negotiation,” Victor Cha, 
of the Center for Strategic and 
International Studies, wrote in 
The New York Times. “In years 
dealing with North Korea, I have 
learned that the regime never 
gives anything away for free.” 

He said the U.S. could offer in¬ 
cremental energy and economic 
assistance and the lifting of sanc¬ 
tions for a freeze and eventual 
dismantlement of the nuclear and 
missile program. Cha said a sec¬ 
ond path would be to up the stakes 
to include the normalization of 
diplomatic relations and possibly 
the conclusion of a formal peace 
treaty ending the Korean War in 
return for denuclearization. 

But Cha and others cautioned 
that the Trump administration 
must approach the summit with 
clear, verifiable objectives or risk 
failure at a high level that could 


take other diplomatic options off 
the table. 

“If the meeting actually hap¬ 
pens, certainly there is the poten¬ 
tial for surprising results ... but 
there’s a lot that could go wrong,” 
said Jenny Town, assistant direc¬ 
tor of the U.S.-Korea Institute at 
the Johns Hopkins School of Ad¬ 
vanced International Studies. 

“If Trump goes and doesn’t 
come away with something then 
there’s a concern about whether 
that could legitimize North Korea 
as a nuclear state,” she said. “One 
of the tangible outcomes could be 
a commitment to stop some of the 
material production that could be 
monitored and verified.” 

That could be complicated by 
the fact that the United States is 
suffering from a dearth of diplo¬ 
matic expertise following the re¬ 
cent resignation of the chief U.S. 
envoy on North Korea, Joseph 
Yun. Trump has yet to name an 
ambassador to South Korea, a 
post that has been vacant since 
he took office. The acting ambas¬ 
sador, Mark Knapper, is widely 
seen as a capable substitute but 
lacks the authoritative title that 
could be important to the North 
Koreans. 

The decision to hold a sum¬ 


mit as a starting point also turns 
traditional negotiating norms on 
their head. The U.S. president is 
usually brought in as a closer after 
painstaking, lower-level talks to 
reach hard-won agreements. 

The north's view 

North Korea has not formally 
commented on the latest devel¬ 
opments. Kim’s invitation and 
promises were delivered by South 
Korean National Security Ad¬ 
viser Chung Eui-yong during his 
meeting with Trump. That leaves 
open many questions and poten¬ 
tially gives room for the North 
to maneuver. Analysts noted, for 
example, that the two sides de¬ 
fine denuclearization in different 
ways. 

Duyeon Kim, a senior visiting 
fellow with the Seoul-based Kore¬ 
an Peninsula Future Forum, said 
North Koreans want arms control 
talks that would include the U.S. 
giving up its nuclear deterrent. 

“For Seoul, Washington and 
Tokyo, on the other hand, ‘denu¬ 
clearization’ simply means a nu¬ 
clear weapons-free North Korea,” 
she wrote in a column for the Bul¬ 
letin of the Atomic Scientists. 

gamel.kim@stripes.com 
Twitter: @kimgamel 
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President Donald Trump holds up a proclamation on steel imports 
Thursday at the White House. He also signed one for aluminum 
imports. 

US mulls tying NATO 
funding to tariff relief 


US looks to fix ties with Turkey 

Administration’s move endangers relationship with Kurdish allies 


By Josh Boak 
and Ken Thomas 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — U.S. allies 
seeking to avoid the steel and 
aluminum tariffs approved by 
President Donald Trump might 
be asked to step up their financial 
commitments to NATO. 

Treasury Secretary Steve 
Mnuchin told CNBC in a Friday 
interview that the president will 
consider national security, noting 
that Trump wants to be sure that 
NATO gets more funding from 
European allies who Trump has 
previously criticized for not con¬ 
tributing enough. 

“If we’re in NATO, he wants to 
make sure that NATO gets more 
money so that NATO can pro¬ 
tect all of us and fulfill its goal,” 
Mnuchin said, underscoring 
Trump’s push to get NATO allies 
to pay 2 percent on defense. 

Trump drew on rarely used 
national security grounds to 
place a 25 percent tax on steel 
imports and 10 percent tax on im¬ 
ported aluminum. Only Canada 
and Mexico — both partners in 
the North American Free Trade 
Agreement being renegotiated — 


were excluded from the tariffs. 

The Treasury secretary said 
he has been speaking with his 
foreign counterparts and “my 
expectation is there may be some 
other countries that he considers 
in the next two weeks.” 

Other countries seeking ex¬ 
emptions from the tariffs will 
have to make their case through 
U.S. Trade Representative Rob¬ 
ert Lighthizer, but the president 
will make the ultimate decision, a 
senior administration official told 
reporters last week. Specific steel 
and aluminum products could 
also be excluded, and that author¬ 
ity will rest with Commerce Sec¬ 
retary Wilbur Ross. 

The EU has warned that it could 
retaliate with tariffs on U.S. steel, 
agricultural and other products, 
such as peanut butter, cranber¬ 
ries and orange juice. 

Trump suggested before he 
signed the orders imposing the 
tariffs that Australia and “other 
countries” could also be ex¬ 
empted. He discussed the tariffs 
by telephone Friday with Prime 
Minister Malcolm Turnbull, of 
Australia, and President Mau- 
ricio Macri, of Argentina, the 
White House said. 


By Karen DeYoung 

AND KAREEM FAHIM 

The Washington Post 

In an effort to repair tattered 
relations, the Trump administra¬ 
tion has told Turkey it will move 
to rein in Kurdish fighters that 
have been the backbone of the 
U.S. campaign against Islamic 
State in Syria, according to U.S. 
and Turkish officials. 

The first step and “the crux of 
the matter,” a senior Turkish offi¬ 
cial said, is to withdraw the Kurds 
from the Syrian town of Manbij 
and relocate them east of the Eu¬ 
phrates River. The town, about 25 
miles from Turkey’s border, has 
come to symbolize the fevered 
competition for territory and in¬ 
fluence in northern Syria among 
the United States, Turkey and 
other regional powers. 

The American pledge, if car¬ 
ried out, would satisfy a long¬ 
standing demand by the Turkish 
government and fulfill a promise 
first made by the Obama adminis¬ 
tration to keep the Kurdish forces 
east of the Euphrates. The Kurds 
helped to take Manbij from ISIS in 
2016 and have been there since. 

Turkey has shown no tolerance 
for any development that strength¬ 
ens Kurdish political and military 
groups in Syria, especially along 
the lengthy border Turkey shares 
with Syria. Turkey accuses them 
of being “terrorists” seeking a 
permanent Kurdish enclave al¬ 
lied with separatist Kurdish mili¬ 
tants inside Turkey, known as the 
Kurdistan Workers’ Party. 

Officials gave no timeline for 
moving the Kurds from Manbij 
to positions east of the Euphrates, 
20 miles away, and did not indi¬ 
cate how the relocation would be 
accomplished. The officials said 
that would be discussed by newly 
established working groups from 
the U.S. and Turkish governments. 
The first session was held Thurs¬ 
day and Friday in Washington. 

This tentative warming of rela¬ 
tions, however, is already coming 


at a cost to the United States. Say¬ 
ing they feel let down by Wash¬ 
ington, U.S.-allied Kurdish forces 
said last week they are withdraw¬ 
ing from the front lines of the fight 
against ISIS in southern Syria to 
join the battle against Turkey in 
the north. 

The United States, which has 
pursued ISIS forces with single- 
minded focus, has long insisted 
the Kurds were the most effec¬ 
tive partners in the fight against 
the militants, despite Turkish 
complaints. 

U.S. commanders on the ground 
in and around Manbij have previ¬ 
ously warned that several hundred 
American troops deployed there 
would defend the Kurds against 
any attack by Turkish troops, now 
massed a few miles away. Turkish 
officials were outraged last month 
when U.S. commanders touring 
the area with American journal¬ 
ists praised the Kurds and vowed 
to fight alongside them if there 
were a Turkish attack. 

A shootout between two NATO 
members, both agree, would be 
catastrophic. 

Beyond quarreling over the 
Kurds, the United States and Tur¬ 
key have also traded diplomatic 
volleys in the aftermath of a coup 
attempt in Turkey in 2016. Turk¬ 
ish President Recep Tayyip Er- 
dogan has stoked anti-American 
sentiment at home, and American 
policymakers have explored the 
possibility of imposing sanctions 
on Turkey in response to Erdo- 
gan’s increasingly authoritarian 
policies. 

The possibility of a deal over 
Manbij has, at least temporarily, 
cooled temperatures, according 
to senior U.S. and Turkish offi¬ 
cials who spoke on the condition 
of anonymity about the still-tenu¬ 
ous rapprochement. The meet¬ 
ings that began last week, which 
are set to continue in both capitals 
over the coming months, will deal 
with a constellation of divisive is¬ 
sues, another senior Turkish of¬ 


ficial said, including the Trump 
administration’s opposition to 
Turkish plans to buy a Russian 
surface-to-air missile system. 

The Turkish official said “the 
Americans understand our con¬ 
cerns more clearly” after visits 
last month to Turkey by Secre¬ 
tary of State Rex Tillerson and 
Trump national security adviser 
H.R. McMaster. Defense Secre¬ 
tary Jim Mattis also met with his 
Turkish counterpart in Europe. 

It is far from clear, though, 
whether the improvement in re¬ 
lations will last. A senior Trump 
administration official expressed 
trepidation about whether the 
United States could persuade the 
Kurdish fighters to pull back. 

“A lot of our ability to move 
forward [with Turkey] is going to 
depend on that, because we did 
make a commitment to the Turks, 
and they’re going to hold us to it,” 
he said. In return for the original 
U.S. promise to keep the Kurds 
clear of Manbij, Turkey has al¬ 
lowed American warplanes to 
continue using its Incirlik air base 
to strike ISIS targets in Syria. 

“It’s tricky for us, because 
we’ve spent a lot of years with 
those guys,” the U.S. official said 
of the Kurds. “Especially in terms 
of our [American] fighters, we’ve 
built profoundly deep personal 
relationships, and nobody wants 
to see those erode.” 

But senior U.S. military offi¬ 
cials and diplomats, who describe 
the partnership with Turkey as 
paramount, appear to have con¬ 
cluded that they can no longer 
keep deflecting the complaints of 
a critical ally. 

Other issues dividing Washing¬ 
ton and Ankara have also proved 
daunting, including Turkey’s re¬ 
peated insistence that the United 
States extradite Fethullah Gulen, 
a Pennsylvania-based Turkish 
cleric whom Erdogan accuses 
of directing the failed coup. U.S. 
officials have chafed at this pres¬ 
sure to extradite Gulen. 
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Mattis to Syria: 
'Unwise' to use 
gas as weapon 




Hardware 
on display 
in Iraq 

Above: Iraqi military 
vehicles are on 
display during the 
seventh annual 
weapons exhibition 
organized by the Iraqi 
Ministry of Defense at 
Baghdad International 
Fairgrounds on Sunday. 
Left: Visitors look at a 
laser-guided projectile 
at the event. 


Marines make key change to rare, 
high-level court-martial over hazing 


By Robert Burns 

Associated. Press 

MUSCAT, Oman — U.S. De¬ 
fense Secretary Jim Mattis on 
Sunday warned the Syrian govern¬ 
ment not to use chemical weapons 
in its civil war and said the Trump 
administration has made it clear 
that it would be “very unwise” to 
use gas in attacks. 

Mattis told reporters travel¬ 
ing with him to the Middle East 
that he was disturbed by reports 
of civilian casualties from bomb¬ 
ings by Syrian President Bashar 
Assad’s forces. 

“Right now, we’re getting re¬ 
ports — I don’t have evidence that 
I can show you — but I’m aware 
of the reports of chlorine gas use,” 
he said before arriving Sunday in 
Oman. 

The U.S. responded militar¬ 
ily last year to reported Syrian 
government use of sarin gas, and 
Mattis was asked whether the ad¬ 
ministration is now considering 
retaliating for chlorine gas use. 

“I’m not going to strictly define 
it. We have made it very clear that 
it would be very unwise to use gas” 
as a weapon, Mattis said. 

He said the latest reports of 
Syrian government forces kill¬ 
ing civilians in eastern Ghouta 
show that troops are “at best, in¬ 
discriminately” attacking and “at 
worst, targeting hospitals. I don’t 
know which it is, whether they’re 
incompetent or whether they’re 
committing illegal acts or both.” 

The Pentagon chief said Rus¬ 
sia, which intervened militarily 
in Syria to support the Assad gov- 


Associated Press 

PARRIS ISLAND, S.C. 
— Archaeologists say 16th-cen¬ 
tury Spanish forts in South Caro¬ 
lina suffer from heavy erosion and 
could disappear as the seas rise. 

Archaeologists are worried 
about the future of old forts and 
the Spanish colony of Santa Elena 
on what is now Parris Island, The 
Island Packet of Hilton Head 
reported. 

Archaeologists Chester De- 
Pratter and Victor Thompson 
wrote in the journal “Remote 
Sensing” that the rise of sea lev¬ 
els in Port Royal Sound would 
erase the opportunity to learn 
about the Spanish colony. De- 
Pratter and Thompson say the 
site could be gone by the end of 
this century and possibly sooner. 

“Once these structures are 


ernment, could be complicit in the 
civilian casualties. 

“Either Russia is incompetent 
or in cahoots with Assad,” Mat¬ 
tis said. “There’s an awful lot of 
reports about chlorine gas use or 
about symptoms that could be re¬ 
sulting from chlorine gas.” 

On Sunday, the Russian mili¬ 
tary said 
52 civilians 
have evacu¬ 
ated from 
besieged 
eastern Gh¬ 
outa suburbs 
of Syria’s 
capital, Da¬ 
mascus. Rus¬ 
sia and the 
Syrian gov¬ 
ernment 
have accused 
rebels of blocking civilians from 
fleeing the violence. 

The Britain-based Syrian Ob¬ 
servatory for Human Rights 
monitoring group says an indis¬ 
criminate campaign of govern¬ 
ment and Russian airstrikes and 
shelling has killed some 1,100 ci¬ 
vilians in rebel-held eastern Gh¬ 
outa over the past three weeks. 

The U.N. estimates 400,000 ci¬ 
vilians are trapped in the siege. 

Syrian Deputy Foreign Minister 
Faisal Mekdad denied opposition 
charges that government forces 
used poisonous gas in their attacks 
on some suburbs of Damascus. 

Mekdad said at a news con¬ 
ference Saturday that insurgent 
groups in eastern Ghouta are pre¬ 
paring “to fabricate” more such 
attacks to blame the Syrian army. 


gone, the opportunity to learn 
from them is gone as well,” the 
men wrote. 

The Spanish occupied Santa 
Elena almost continuously from 
1566 until 1587. 

The archaeologists have worked 
with the Marine Corps Recruit 
Depot Parris Island on the site 
under the depot golf course. 

The archaeologists say identify¬ 
ing the buildings and tying them 
to a specific time period is diffi¬ 
cult. Part of the problem is the site 
was also used by Native Ameri¬ 
cans, French and Spanish settlers, 
Civil War-era plantation owners 
and now the federal government 
to train Marines. 

The scientists, the Santa Elena 
Foundation and the University 
of South Carolina announced in 
2016 they had discovered Fort San 
Marcos, founded in 1577. 


By Wade Livingston 

The (Hilton Head Island, S.C.) Island 
Packet 

The Marine Corps has made a 
change to a rare, high-level court- 
martial originally scheduled to 
overlap with the two-year anni¬ 
versary of the controversial death 
of a former Marine trainee. 

While the Corps won’t explain 
the variance, at least two military 
law experts say it likely indicates a 
forthcoming guilty plea. 

Lt. Col. Joshua Kissoon — the 
highest-ranking Marine impli¬ 
cated in the recruit hazing and 
abuse scandal in the wake of Ma¬ 
rine Corps Recruit Depot Parris 
Island trainee Raheel Siddiqui’s 
March 18,2016, death — was until 
recently scheduled to stand trial 
by general court-martial during 
a 10-day period, from March 12 to 
21 at Marine Corps Base Quantico 
in Virginia. 

Now, however, the trial is slat¬ 
ed for a single day, according to 
the government’s court docket 
and confirmed by Marine Corps 
Training and Education Com¬ 
mand spokesman Capt. Joshua 
Pena. That date is Monday, Pena 
said, confirming that it was, in¬ 
deed, a scheduling change. 

When asked further about the 
change, Pena said Uniform Code 


of Military Justice procedures 
prevented him from commenting. 

Brian Magee, a Beaufort, S.C., 
attorney and a Marine Corps vet¬ 
eran who once served as Parris 
Island’s lead 
prosecutor, 
said the change 
likely indicates 
a plea. 

“Reading the 
tea leaves on 
that,” Magee 
said, “the only 
logical expla¬ 
nation of [the 
scheduling 
change] is that 
it’s going to be a 
guilty plea.” 

He could not 
think of any¬ 
thing else the 
move could in¬ 
dicate. “A trial 
of that magni¬ 
tude I would expect no less than a 
week (of court time),” he said. 

The court-martial of a field- 
grade officer such as Kissoon is a 
rarity, according to the Corps. 

On March 31, 2016, Parris Is¬ 
land officials announced the relief 
of command of Kissoon — then- 
commander of 3rd Recruit Train¬ 
ing Battalion — a decision the 
depot said was made two weeks 


earlier, on the day before Sid¬ 
diqui’s death. 

Siddiqui, a trainee in that unit, 
died after a nearly 40-foot fall from 
his third-floor barracks. His death 
was ruled a suicide by Beaufort 
County Coroner Ed Allen. Shortly 
before the fall, Siddiqui’s senior 
drill instructor, then-Gunnery Sgt. 
Joseph Felix, was witnessed force¬ 
fully slapping the recruit, who had 
collapsed in the squad bay during 
a series of punitive sprints. 

In a November court-mar¬ 
tial at Marine Corps Base Camp 
Lejeune, N.C., Felix was convicted 
of abusing Siddiqui and targeting 
two additional Muslim recruits in 
earlier hazing incidents by order¬ 
ing them into commercial clothes 
dryers. Felix was sentenced to 10 
years in prison and slapped with 
a dishonorable discharge, forfei¬ 
ture of pay and reduction in rank 
to private. 

Kissoon faces court-martial 
for failing to sideline Felix, who 
should not have been supervising 
Siddiqui’s platoon because he was 
being investigated for the dryer 
incidents, according to the Corps. 

“Usually, when a weeklong 
trial becomes a one-day trial, 
(that means) it’s a guilty plea,” 
said Charleston, S.C., attorney 
and former Navy lawyer Michael 
Hanzel. 


Experts say Spanish forts in 
SC are threatened by erosion 



Usually, 
when a 
weeklong 
trial 

becomes 
a one-day 
trial, it’s 
a guilty 
plea.* 

Michael 

Hanzel 

former Navy 
lawyer 
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DOD high 
school 
becomes 
Hogwarts 

By Martin E gnash 

Stars and stripes 

ANSBACH, Germany — Stu¬ 
dents and faculty at Ansbach 
Middle High School cast a charm 
on their school to transform it into 
the Hogwarts School of Witch¬ 
craft and Wizardry to celebrate 
Read Across America last week. 

Read Across America is a na¬ 
tionwide day to celebrate reading, 
usually done on Dr. Seuss’ birth¬ 
day, March 2. However, since so 
many of the students and faculty 
are avid Harry Potter fans, Ans¬ 
bach decided to go with the J.K. 
Rowling books instead of the tra¬ 
ditional Dr. Seuss theme. 

Throughout the week, students 
were sorted into Hogwarts houses 
and collected “house points” for 
dressing up as characters, an¬ 
swering Harry Potter trivia and 
participating in challenges that 
encouraged students to read the 
books. 

“It’s not about whether you’re 
as much of a Harry Potter fan 
as some of the teachers or other 
students; it’s about being passion¬ 
ate about reading,” language arts 
teacher Daren Schuettpelz told 
his students at an assembly. 

The weeklong enchanted trans¬ 
formation concluded with a game 
of Quidditch that pitted the class 
houses against one another to the 
cheers of many dressed as char- 


I 


n 



Photos by Martin EGNASH/Stars and Stripes 


Students and teachers at Ansbach Middle High School play a game of Quidditch during the school’s 
Harry Potter week to support Read Across America at Ansbach, Germany, on Friday. 



US soldier found dead 
at base in South Korea 

SEOUL, South Korea — A 
soldier assigned to the 35th Air 
Defense Artillery Brigade was 
found dead Friday at Camp Car- 
roll, a U.S. base south of Seoul, 
the military said. 

The cause of death is under 
investigation, and the soldier’s 
name as to be withheld until 24 
hours after family is notified, ac¬ 
cording to the brigade’s public af¬ 
fairs office. 

More details were not 
provided. 

Some 28,500 U.S. servicemem- 
bers are based in South Korea, 
which remains technically at war 
with the North after the 1950-53 
conflict between the two coun¬ 
tries ended in an armistice in¬ 
stead of a peace treaty. 

Army airdrop lands on 
Hawaii school campus 

HONOLULU—Authorities say 
an Army airdrop missed its tar¬ 
get at a military training area and 
landed on the campus of a Hawaii 
elementary school. 

Officials with the 25th Infan¬ 
try Division say the package was 
parachuted from a UH-60 Black 
Hawk helicopter as part of a 
training exercise Thursday. 

Instead of landing at the Ma¬ 
rine Corps Training Area Bel¬ 
lows on the island of Oahu, the 
package fell onto the campus of 
the nearby Waimanalo Elemen¬ 
tary and Intermediate School. 

Authorities say the drop did not 
cause any injuries or property 
damage. The package contained 
a tent and some batteries. 

Honolulu police recovered the 
equipment and returned it to the 
Army. 

Army officials say that the in¬ 
cident is under review to learn 
how to prevent it from happening 
again. 

From staff and wire reports 


Hawaii Guard to build $800K warehouse at Big Island live-fire area 



Armando LiMON/Courtesy of the U.S. Army 


Soldiers with the 25th Infantry Division’s 3rd Brigade Combat Team maneuver during 
an exercise last spring at Pohakuloa Training Area, Hawaii. 


By Wyatt Olson 

Stars and Stripes 

FORT SHAFTER, Hawaii — The Ha¬ 
waii Army National Guard will build an 
$800,000 warehouse to store equipment 
and supplies at a Big Island live-fire train¬ 
ing area that has been the focus of local 
protests for the past decade. 

The warehouse to be built at the Pohaku¬ 
loa Training Area will allow the Guard to 
house vehicles, artillery equipment and 
other training supplies on the Big Island, 
saving time and money in moving gear be¬ 
tween islands. 

“Although the [Hawaii Guard] conducts 
training at Schofield Barracks on Oahu and 
at the PTA, PTA is approximately 133,000 
acres, offering a significantly larger area 
for training,” Mqj. Gen. Arthur Logan, ad¬ 
jutant general of the Hawaii Guard, wrote 
in the funding request to the state. 

The frequency of the Guard’s training 
at PTA varies year to year, with two bat¬ 
talions and a squadron slated for annual 
training there this year, Logan said. 

Roughly 13,000 soldiers and Marines 
train at PTA each year. It plays a major role 
in the biennial Rim of the Pacific exercises. 

Some local activists have opposed the 
continued use of PTA for live-fire training 


and the Army’s plans to modernize and ex¬ 
pand it. 

The Army, which operates PTA, is in the 
midst of a seven-year, multimillion-dollar 
upgrade of the cantonment area. Plans 


include razing more than 100 1950s-era 
Quonset huts to build modern barracks. 

In recent years activists with the local 
group Malu Aina have argued that PTA 
should be shut down because of possible 


radioactive contamination by depleted 
uranium used in weapons training there 
during the 1960s. 

The U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commis¬ 
sion last year declined the activists’ re¬ 
quest to require more stringent monitoring 
for contamination by the Army. 

The Hawaii Guard’s new warehouse will 
be built on PTA acreage owned by the fed¬ 
eral government. Other parts of the train¬ 
ing area are leased by the government. 

The state is funding construction of the 
warehouse, and the contract is required to 
be awarded to a small business owned by a 
disabled veteran, Logan said. 

It is the first phase of a $2.5 million proj¬ 
ect on two acres of land, he said. 

Future phases include a federally funded 
maintenance facility and a second storage 
warehouse to be funded by the state. 

“The Hawaii Army National Guard’s 
role in ensuring safety and security for our 
islands and throughout the Pacific Rim is 
critically important, particularly during 
these tenuous political times,” state Sen. 
Lorraine Inouye, who represents Big Is¬ 
land districts, said in a statement issued by 
the state Senate. 

olson.wyatt@stripes.com 
Twitter: @WyattWOIson 
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Vet had sought 
treatment from 
California center 



By Michael Balsamo 

Associated. Press 

When Albert Wong returned 
from an Army deployment in 
Afghanistan in 2013, he knew it 
had affected him. He had trouble 
adjusting to regular life, couldn’t 
sleep at night and was hypervigi- 
lant about his surroundings. 

But when he found a treatment 
program for veterans of the Iraq 
and Afghanistan wars who suf¬ 
fer from post-traumatic stress or 
traumatic brain injuries, he saw it 
as a way to get help and readjust to 
civilian life, said Cissy Sherr, who 
was his legal guardian and raised 
him for several years as a child. 
Until he was recently expelled. 

On Friday, police said Wong 
slipped into a going-away party at 
the program, The Pathway Home, 
and took three employees hos¬ 
tage. After an hourslong standoff, 
Wong and the three female work¬ 
ers, one of whom was pregnant, 
were all found dead. 

As a child, Wong had always 
dreamed of joining the Army, 
said Sherr, who began caring 
for him when he was 6 after his 
father died and his mother devel¬ 
oped medical issues. 

“He had a lot of role models in 
the Army,” Sherr said Saturday 
in an interview with The Associ¬ 
ated Press. “He was patriotic and 
he wanted to do that forever.” 

Sherr and her husband raised 
Wong for several years, enrolled 
him in Catholic school and signed 
him up for baseball, basketball 
and track teams. Together, they 


traveled to Florida, Hawaii and 
Boston, where he experienced 
snow for the first time. 

“He was a pretty happy-go- 
lucky kid,” Sherr said. “He al¬ 
ways had a smile on his face.” 

When Wong became a teen¬ 
ager and Sherr and her husband 
worked full-time, they decided to 
put him in foster care. He stayed 
with a foster father in San Fran¬ 
cisco who had other teenage boys 
and he attended high school near 
San Francisco. 

Wong served in the Army Re¬ 
serve from 1998 until 2002, en¬ 
listed for active duty in May 2010 
and was deployed to Afghanistan 
in April 2011, according to mili¬ 
tary records. 

He was a decorated soldier and 
was awarded the Expert Marks¬ 
manship Badge. But that also 
meant Wong was tasked with 
dangerous assignments, where he 
saw “really horrible things” that 
affected his mental well-being, 
Sherr said. He sometimes called 
her before he’d go on a mission, 
when Army officials told the sol¬ 
diers to call their families. 

“I had the impression he was 
kind of put in harm’s way, know¬ 
ing that he didn’t have a family,” 
she said. “He didn’t seem the 
least bit resentful.” 

Sherr said after Wong was 
honorably discharged from the 
Army in 2013, he planned to en¬ 
roll in school and earn a degree 
in computer programming and 
business. 

“He loved computers and he 


liked music. He was thoughtful 
and independent,” Sherr said. 
“He didn’t have a traditional up¬ 
bringing but still he became a 
fine young man.” 

Wong, who had a passion for 
working out at the gym, would 
often bring his ailing mother her 
favorite foods and spent a lot of 
time with her before she died last 
year, Sherr said. 

But post-traumatic stress af¬ 
fected his ability to adjust to ev¬ 
eryday life, Sherr said. He had 
trouble sleeping and was always 
wary of his surroundings. 

“I think he realized that it 
started to catch up with him,” she 
said. “A couple of years ago, he 
told us if a door opens unexpect¬ 
edly, I ask, ‘What is that?”’ 

Wong told Sherr he had found 
a program at the veterans home 
in Yountville, Calif., and had met 


people who helped him enroll in a 
treatment program. He was also 
receiving assistance at a veterans 
hospital in San Francisco, she 
said. 

He told Sherr, “I think I’m 
going to get a lot of help from 
this program,” she said, seeing 
the program as a possible path to 
recovery with other veterans in a 
similar position. 

Officials have declined to pro¬ 
vide additional information about 
why Wong was thrown out of the 
group. 

But they say the former Army 
rifleman went to the center about 
50 miles north of San Francisco 
Friday morning before exchang¬ 
ing gunfire with police and hold¬ 
ing the women hostage in a room 
inside the center. 

The victims were identified 
as Executive Director Christine 


Loeber, 48; Clinical Director 
Jennifer Golick, 42; and Jennifer 
Gonzales Shushereba, 32, a clini¬ 
cal psychologist with the San 
Francisco Department of Veter¬ 
ans Affairs Healthcare System 
who was seven months pregnant. 

After the shooting, John Dun¬ 
bar, the mayor of Yountville and a 
member of The Pathway Home’s 
board of directors, said Wong was 
“one of our heroes who clearly 
had demons.” 

The shooting has left Sherr 
with more questions than an¬ 
swers. Chief among them: Why 
did it happen and could more 
have been done to help Wong? 

“In less than a year — less than 
half a year — things started to 
unravel,” she said. “He may have 
been without any resources to 
support him.” 


Shooter gunned down women who had devoted lives to vets 


By Ellen Knickmeyer 

Associated Press 

YOUNTVILLE, Calif. — Three women, including one 
who was pregnant, who devoted their lives to helping trau¬ 
matized veterans were killed by a patient who had been 
kicked out of their Northern California treatment pro¬ 
gram, authorities and a relative of a victim said. 

A daylong siege at The Pathway Home ended Friday 
evening with the discovery of four bodies, including the 
gunman. He was identified as Albert Wong, 36, a for¬ 
mer Army rifleman who served a year in Afghanistan in 
2011 - 12 . 

Investigators were still trying to determine when and 
why Wong killed two executives and a psychologist at The 
Pathway Home, a nonprofit post-traumatic stress disorder 
program at the Veterans Home of California-Yountville in 
the Napa Valley wine country region. 

It was “far too early to say if they were chosen at ran¬ 
dom” because investigators had not yet determined a 
motive, California Highway Patrol Assistant Chief Chris 
Childs said. 

Gov. Jerry Brown ordered flags flown at half-staff at the 
Capitol in memory of the victims. They were identified as 
The Pathway Home Executive Director Christine Loeber, 
48; Clinical Director Jennifer Golick, 42; and Jennifer 
Gonzales Shushereba, 32, a clinical psychologist with the 
San Francisco Department of Veterans Affairs Health¬ 
care System who was seven months pregnant. 



Golick Shushereba Loeber 


“The three women that were lost yesterday dedicated 
their lives to helping our veterans. They lived their lives 
selflessly to serve others,” Yountville Mayor John Dunbar, 
who is also a board member of The Pathway Home, said 
Saturday. “We also lost one of our heroes who clearly had 
demons that resulted in the terrible tragedy that we all ex¬ 
perienced here.” 

Loeber, who had taken over The Pathway Home 18 
months ago, was known by all as dedicated and caring. 

“She would sleep in her office more often than not be¬ 
cause she had to be there to fill a shift; that’s the kind of 
personal dedication she showed all of us,” Dunbar said. 

Mother-to-be Shushereba was supposed to travel to 
Washington over the weekend to celebrate her wedding 
anniversary, family friend Vasiti Ritova said. 


Golick’s father-in-law, Mike Golick, said in an interview 
she had recently expelled Wong from the program. 

Wong went to the campus about 53 miles north of San 
Francisco on Friday morning, slipping into a going-away 
party for some employees of The Pathway Home. 

Larry Kamer told The Associated Press that his wife, 
Devereaux Smith, called him to say that the gunman had 
entered the room quietly, letting some people leave while 
taking others hostage. 

Golick called her husband, Mark, to say that she had 
been taken hostage by the former soldier, her father-in- 
law said. 

Mark Golick didn’t hear from her again. 

Sandra Woodford, an Army veteran who was working 
across the street at the crafts center, heard the gunfire 
from her vantage about 150 feet away. 

Inside The Pathway Home facility, “we heard this rack¬ 
et, this rapid live fire of rounds going on, at least 12,” she 
said. 

“Boom, boom, boom, boom,” she said. “There was that 
initial fire burst. Then, not a peep.” 

President Donald Trump tweeted Saturday morning, 
“We are deeply saddened by the tragic situation in Yount¬ 
ville and mourn the loss of three incredible women who 
cared for our Veterans.” 

The bodies of Wong and the women were found about 
6 p.m. While authorities had the building under siege for 
about eight hours, they didn’t enter it. 
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Schools brace for 
student walkouts 
over gun violence 



Somerville High School junior Megan Barnes marches with others 
during a Feb. 28 student walkout at the school in Somerville, Mass. 


By Denise Lavoie 
Associated Press 

RICHMOND, Va. — As schools 
around the country brace for 
student walkouts following the 
deadly shooting in Parkland, Fla., 
principals and superintendents 
are scrambling to perform a deli¬ 
cate balancing act: how to let thou¬ 
sands of students exercise their 
First Amendment rights while not 
disrupting school and not pulling 
administrators into the raging de¬ 
bate over gun control. 

Some have taken a hard line, 
promising to suspend students who 
walk out, while others are using a 
softer approach, working with stu¬ 
dents to set up places on campus 
where they can remember the vic¬ 
tims of the Florida shooting and 
express their views about school 
safety and gun control. 

Since the Feb. 14 shooting at 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High 
School, demonstrations have 
sprung up on school campuses 
around the country. But the first 
large-scale, coordinated national 
demonstration is planned for 
Wednesday, when organizers of 
the Women’s March have called 
for a 17-minute walkout, one min¬ 
ute for each of the 17 students and 
staff members killed in Florida. 

National demonstrations are 
also planned for March 24, with 
a march on Washington; and on 
April 20, the 19th anniversary of 
the Columbine High School mas¬ 
sacre in Colorado. 

No matter how schools decide 


to deal with the demonstrations, 
students have been reassured by 
Harvard, Yale, the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology, the Uni¬ 
versity of Connecticut, UCLA and 
dozens of other colleges and uni¬ 
versities that their participation 
won’t affect their chances of get¬ 
ting admitted. 

But for middle school and high 
school administrators, figuring out 
how to allow the 
demonstrations 
during school 
hours has prov¬ 
en challenging. 
In some cases, 
it hasn’t gone 
smoothly. 

In Needville, 
Texas, near 
Houston, Su¬ 
perintendent 
Curtis Rhodes 
was castigated 
on social media 
after he warned 
that students 
who leave class 
would be sus¬ 
pended for three days, even if they 
get parental permission. 

“SHAME, SHAME, SHAME 
ON YOU,” wrote one woman. 

In Garretson, S.D., administra¬ 
tors canceled a student walkout 
planned for April 20 after a Face- 
book posting about the plan drew 
more than 300 negative comments 
from adults. 

And in Arizona, dozens of stu¬ 
dents at Ingleside Middle School, 
near Phoenix, were given one-day 


suspensions after they left campus 
on Feb. 27. 

Layla Defibaugh, an eighth- 
grade student at Ingleside, said she 
wanted to participate in the walk¬ 
out but didn’t because of the threat¬ 
ened suspensions. She does plan to 
join the Wednesday walkout, even 
it means getting suspended. 

“It’s important for me to speak 
my mind on this topic,” she said. “At 
the end of the day, they shouldn’t be 
able to punish us for exercising our 
First Amendment rights.” 

AASA, the School Superinten¬ 
dents Association, has fielded 
dozens of calls and emails from 
school administrators asking for 
advice, while the American Civil 
Liberties Union has received hun¬ 
dreds of inquiries from students 
about what their rights are and if 
they can be disciplined for partici¬ 
pating in the protests. 

The answer depends on each 
school’s code of conduct and dis¬ 
ciplinary policies. Generally, the 
ACLU has been advising students 
that because they are required to 
go to school by law, administra¬ 
tors can discipline them for un¬ 
excused absences. But the ACLU 
also told students in an online 


Craig F. Walker, the Boston Globe/AP 


training video that administrators 
can’t punish them more harshly 
because of the political nature of 
their demonstrations. 

The superintendents association 
— which is supporting the April 
20 walkout — has drafted a list of 
suggestions for school administra¬ 
tors, including holding a teach-in, 
a school-led walkout to a spot on 
campus or a session on bullying. 

“There are ways to engage and 
harness the students in civic en¬ 
gagement without compromising 
policies in place on attendance, 
participation and student safety,” 
said Noelle Ellerson Ng, associate 
director for policy and advocacy. 

Some schools have embraced 
the walkouts. 

In Mooresville, Ind., adminis¬ 
trators met with 10 high school 
student leaders to work out a plan. 
Mooresville High School Princi¬ 
pal Brian Disney said the students 
plan to use the school’s public 
address system to read short 
statements about mental illness, 
the importance of kindness and 
standing up against all school vio¬ 
lence before inviting all students 
to gather in a school hallway for 17 
minutes of silence. 


It’s 

important 
for me 
to speak 
my mind 
on this 
topic . f 

Layla 

Defibaugh 

eighth-grader at 
Arizona middle 
school 


Gun background check system riddled with flaws 



Elaine Thompson/AP 


Dana Pattie kneels at a blocklong fence at Marysville-Pilchuck High 
School memorializing a shooting there as a couple walks past on 
Oct. 29, 2014, in Marysville, Wash. 


By Martha Bellisle 

Associated Press 

SEATTLE — Recent mass 
shootings have spurred Congress 
to try to improve the nation’s gun 
background check system that has 
failed on numerous occasions to 
keep weapons out of the hands of 
dangerous people. 

The problem with the legisla¬ 
tion, experts say, is that it only 
works if federal agencies, the 
military, states, courts and local 
law enforcement do a better job 
of sharing information with the 
background check system — and 
they have a poor track record in 
doing so. Some of the nation’s most 
horrific mass shootings have re¬ 
vealed major holes in the database 
reporting system, including mas¬ 
sacres at Virginia Tech in 2007 
and at a Texas church last year. 

Despite the failures, many states 
still aren’t meeting key bench¬ 
marks with their background- 
check reporting that enable them 
to receive federal grants similar 
to what’s being proposed in the 


current legislation. 

“It’s a completely haphazard sys¬ 
tem — sometimes it works; some¬ 
times it doesn’t,” said Georgetown 
University law professor Larry 
Gostin. “When you’re talking 
about schoolchildren’s lives, roll¬ 


ing the dice isn’t good enough.” 

In theory, the FBI’s background 
check database, tapped by gun 
dealers during a sale, should have 
a definitive list of people who are 
prohibited from having guns — 
people who have been convicted 


of crimes, committed to mental 
institutions, received dishonor¬ 
able discharges or are addicted to 
drugs. 

But in practice, the database is 
incomplete. 

It’s up to local police, sheriff’s 
offices, the military, federal and 
state courts, Indian tribes and, in 
some places, hospitals and treat¬ 
ment providers to send criminal 
or mental health records to the 
National Instant Criminal Back¬ 
ground Check System, or NICS, 
but some don’t always do so or 
they may not send them in a time¬ 
ly fashion. 

Some agencies don’t know what 
to send; states often lack funds 
needed to ensure someone han¬ 
dles the data; no system of audits 
exists to find out who’s not report¬ 
ing; and some states lack the po¬ 
litical will to set up a functioning 
and efficient reporting process, 
experts said. 

“The system is riddled with op¬ 
portunities for human error,” said 
Kristin Brown, co-president of the 
Brady Campaign to Prevent Gun 
Violence. 


White House 
may expand 
its legal team 

By Rosalind S. Helderman 
and Carol D. Leonnig 

The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — The White 
House has reached out to a veter¬ 
an Washington lawyer with expe¬ 
rience assisting presidents under 
investigation to see if he would 
join the legal team helping Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump deal with the 
special counsel probe into Russian 
interference in the 2016 election. 

A person familiar with the over¬ 
ture said Emmet Flood, a partner 
at the firm Williams and Connelly, 
met last week in the Oval Office 
with Trump to discuss the offer. 
The person said the discussions 
were preliminary. They were first 
reported by The New York Times. 

Ty Cobb, a White House lawyer 
who had been leading Trump’s re¬ 
sponse to the probe, has been pre¬ 
dicting that special counsel Robert 
Mueller Ill’s probe is almost over. 
He had predicted it would end by 
Christmas, then later said by Jan. 
1. The outreach to Flood is a sign 
that the White House has recog¬ 
nized the investigation is likely 
going to continue for some time. 

Cobb has said he has no immi¬ 
nent plans to leave but has always 
told the president he views the job 
as temporary and will stay until 
his work is done. He has said that 
his work will be finished when the 
president’s interview is complete 
and all the White House witnesses 
have been interviewed by the spe¬ 
cial counsel’s team. The White 
House is now negotiating with 
Mueller over a possible interview 
with the president. 

Cobb and Flood each declined to 
comment when reached Saturday. 

One White House adviser said 
Flood could also be considered for 
the job of White House counsel. 

On Sunday, Trump tweeted 
that it was “wrong” to say he was 
unhappy with the legal team han¬ 
dling the Russia matter and con¬ 
sidering adding another lawyer. 
“I am VERY happy with my law¬ 
yers John Dowd, Ty Cobb and Jay 
Sekulow. They are doing a great 
job and have shown conclusively 
that there was no Collusion with 
Russia,” he wrote. 

Though a Republican, Flood 
worked for President Bill Clinton 
during his 1998 impeachment 
proceedings. He also served in 
the White House Counsel’s Office 
under President George W. Bush 
and has represented former Vice 
President Dick Cheney. 

Flood was interviewed over the 
summer about joining the White 
House Counsel’s Office to man¬ 
age the special counsel probe. He 
was one of more than half a dozen 
top lawyers to decline to assist 
Trump. 

But there have been significant 
changes to Trump’s legal advice 
since then. Marc Kasowitz, a New 
York litigator with a combative 
reputation who had represented 
Trump in business disputes, was 
replaced as head of Trump’s per¬ 
sonal legal team by Dowd, who had 
deeper Washington experience. 
He is assisted by Sekulow, who is 
known for assisting conservative 
organizations in civil litigations. 
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Trump rallies for Pa. GOP House candidate 



Keith Srakocic/AP 


President Donald Trump, right, talks with Republican House candidate Rick Saccone 
during a campaign rally on Saturday in Moon Township, Pa. 


By Bill Barrow and Jill Colvin 

Associated Press 

MOON TOWNSHIP, Pa. — President 
Donald Trump told western Pennsylvania 
voters Saturday night that his new tariffs 
were saving the steel industry and urged 
them to send a Republican to the House so 
he can keep delivering results. 

The president lent his weight to Repub¬ 
lican Rick Saccone in the final days of a 
surprisingly competitive special election 
outside Pittsburgh that could reverberate 
nationally ahead of the midterm elections. 

Trump unabashedly framed the race as a 
tune-up for the GOP’s efforts to keep its con¬ 
trol of Congress. He also touted his planned 
2020 slogan, “Keep America Great!” 

But, the president warned, “We can only 
do that if we elect people who are going to 
back our agenda,” repeatedly urging his 
backers to support Saccone in a district 
the president won by 20 percentage points 
over Hillary Clinton. 

Democrats need to flip 24 GOP-held 
seats to claim a House majority. A vic¬ 
tory in such a Republican-leaning district 
would boost their hopes for November. 

Conor Lamb, 33, a Marine veteran and 
former prosecutor, has positioned himself 
as more representative of the district than 
Saccone, 60, a state lawmaker. Lamb touts 
his resume and declares he wouldn’t vote 
for Democratic House leader Nancy Pe- 
losi as party leader. He avoids criticizing 
Trump. 

Trump conceded Lamb might not back 


Pelosi but said most House Democrats will. 
And if Pelosi were in charge, Trump said, 
Lamb would simply “vote the party line.” 

While Trump was ostensibly in Pennsyl¬ 
vania for Saccone, the rally was as much 
about the president as it was the congres¬ 
sional candidate. The president reminisced 
about his election, when Pennsylvania 
helped put him over the top after decades 
of landing in the Democrats’ column. 

The president criticized Democrats for 
blocking his long-promised border wall 
and attacked so-called sanctuary cities 
that refuse to cooperate with federal im¬ 
migration authorities. He also called for 
harsher punishments for drug dealers, in¬ 
cluding the death penalty. 

Trump continued his attacks on the press, 
criticizing media coverage of his decision to 
meet with the leader of North Korea and 
complaining that he doesn’t get credit for 
accomplishments. He singled out NBC’s 
Chuck Todd as a “sleeping son of a bitch.” 

He also made sure the workers in this 
industrial-heavy region see the new steel 
tariffs as “my baby,” even as Lamb and 
Saccone have endorsed the move. Pennsyl¬ 
vania’s 18th Congressional District has an 
estimated 17,000 steelworkers and almost 
90,000 voters from union households. 

Trump’s appearance was part of a White 
House push to help Saccone avoid a once- 
unlikely defeat. National GOP forces could 
exceed $10 million in spending on the race, 
and Saturday was the president’s second re¬ 
cent visit to the area. Trump risked another 
embarrassing defeat after backing Repub¬ 


lican Roy Moore in December’s Alabama 
Senate election, only to watch Moore lose a 
seat his party had held since 1997. 

The Pennsylvania special election is to 
replace Republican Rep. Tim Murphy, who 
resigned last year amid revelations of an ex¬ 
tramarital affair in which the anti-abortion 
lawmaker urged his mistress to get an abor¬ 
tion when he thought she was pregnant. 

Murphy, an eight-term congressman who 
had union support, never had a close elec¬ 


tion and had no Democratic challenger 
in his last two elections. But Saccone has 
struggled with his own fundraising, is a 
union foe and hasn’t run as aggressive a 
campaign as Lamb, prompting criticism 
from Republicans in Washington who qui¬ 
etly concede Lamb is a stronger candidate. 

Trump acknowledged those dynamics, 
noting talk of Lamb as a handsome candi¬ 
date. He said he thinks he’s better looking 
and added Saccone “is handsome” too. 


Democrats pledge to 
limit superdelegates 


Ky. man pleads guilty to 
attacking Sen. Rand Paul 


By Bill Barrow 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Demo¬ 
cratic Party’s hierarchy on Satur¬ 
day acknowledged the “perceived 
influence” of insiders over voters 
in picking a presidential nominee 
but don’t know yet how to settle an 
issue that bedeviled the nomina¬ 
tion fight between Hillary Clinton 
and Bernie Sanders in 2016. 

At issue is the role of Democrat¬ 
ic National Committee members, 
elected officials and other party 
dignitaries — known as superdel¬ 
egates at presidential conventions. 
They overwhelmingly favored 
Clinton, who won the nomination, 
though her wide advantage among 
this group ultimately saddled her 
with charges of favoritism. 

The DNC, at its winter meeting, 
approved language that simply 
committed the party to reducing 
the “perceived influence” of those 
party leaders in the nominating 
process, a goal that both Clinton 
and Sanders endorsed during the 
2016 convention. 

How to do that, the DNC didn’t 
say. The next chance comes this 
summer when a party committee 
digs into the matter again. 

DNC Chairman Tom Perez in¬ 
sists the party “will improve the 
democratic process” before 2020. 

Along with changing superdel¬ 
egate rules, the party is promising 
to retool its system of nominating 
caucuses and primaries, with the 
goal of making them more acces¬ 
sible to voters, including newcom¬ 


ers to Democratic politics. 

Perez frames the overall ef¬ 
fort as necessary to prevent the 
resentments that weighed down 
Clinton in 2016. 

“If we’re going to win elections, 
you’ve got to earn the trust of vot¬ 
ers, and many voters had a crisis 
of confidence in the Democratic 
Party,” Perez told The Associated 
Press, adding that the notion of 
DNC players “putting their thumb 
on the scale” had “a lot of negative 
consequences.” 

Superdelegates are convention 
delegates by virtue of some offi¬ 
cial post: DNC members; gover¬ 
nors; members of Congress; party 
elders, including past presidents 
and vice presidents; and former 
national party leaders. Superdel¬ 
egates get to vote as they please. 

In 2016, Clinton won at least 
3 million more primary votes 
than Sanders nationally, giving 
her a clear lead among pledged 
delegates who made up the over¬ 
whelming majority of the votes at 
the Philadelphia convention. 

Sanders’ backers, however, 
cried foul over her strategy to rack 
up early superdelegate endorse¬ 
ments and claim a significant del¬ 
egate lead before any primary or 
caucus ballots were cast. 

Some DNC members want to 
bar superdelegates altogether 
from the first convention ballot. 
That would mean a candidate 
would win the nomination with a 
majority of pledged delegates who 
are bound by voters’ preferences. 

More privately, other DNC 



Andrew Harnik/AP 


Democratic National Committee 
Chairman Tom Perez is 
promising Democrats will curtail 
superdelegates’ role at the 
2020 nominating convention. 

members defend the existing sys¬ 
tem, saying they’ve earned the 
right through years of work in the 
party to have the freedom to vote 
how they please at the convention. 

A special party commission last 
fall recommended a compromise. 

The group, appointed by Sand¬ 
ers, Clinton and Perez, proposed 
tying most DNC members’ nomi¬ 
nating votes on the first convention 
ballot to the primary and caucus 
results. But elected officials who 
are convention delegates would 
retain their unpledged status. 
That irritated state party leaders 
who don’t want elected officials to 
get special treatment. 

The DNC’s Rules and Bylaws 
Committee set aside that frame¬ 
work last week, opting instead for 
the generic endorsement of reduc¬ 
ing superdelegates’ “perceived in¬ 
fluence.” The committee will take 
up the matter again this summer. 


By Bruce Schreiner 

Associated Press 

Sen. Rand Paul’s neighbor 
pleaded guilty Friday to a federal 
charge for tackling the lawmaker 
in an attack his attorney says was 
triggered by a dispute over lawn 
maintenance. 

Rene Boucher entered the 
guilty plea in federal court in 
Bowling Green, Ky., to a charge of 
assaulting a member of Congress. 
Paul suffered broken ribs in the 
attack last year. 

“He is looking forward to clo¬ 
sure on all of this once and for 
all,” said Boucher’s attorney, Matt 
Baker. “He still feels as though he 
has the weight of the world on his 
shoulders.” 

A judge set a June 15 sentenc¬ 
ing date for the retired anesthe¬ 
siologist in his late 50s. Federal 
prosecutors have signaled they 
will seek a 21-month prison sen¬ 
tence. Baker said he will ask for 
probation. The charge carries 
up to 10 years in prison and a 
$250,000 fine. 

Boucher also agreed to pay 
restitution to Paul, according to 
media reports. The amount will 
be determined at sentencing. 

Paul, a former presidential can¬ 
didate, was attacked Nov. 3 while 
mowing his lawn at his home. A 
close friend of Paul’s said the Re¬ 
publican senator had gotten off 
his riding lawn mower to remove 
a limb when he was tackled from 
behind. Paul has said he never 
saw the attacker because he was 


facing downhill and wearing ear 
protection from the noise of his 
lawn mower. 

Paul suffered multiple broken 
ribs in the attack. He returned to 
Washington less than two weeks 
later but developed pneumonia 
when he returned to Kentucky. 

Paul has said he’s recovering 
well from the attack. 

Some residents of the gated 
neighborhood in Bowling Green 
had speculated the attack was 
motivated by a dispute over yard 
debris. 

Baker said Friday that the at¬ 
tack was a “complete lapse in 
judgment” by Boucher. 

“He and his neighbor have had 
a long-standing disagreement, 
and it just finally boiled over, over 
this yard issue,” the attorney said 
in a phone interview. 

In comments to police, Boucher 
indicated the attack was not po¬ 
litically motivated, according to 
court documents. Instead, it had 
to do with a property dispute, they 
said. 

Boucher is free on bond and 
living in his house next to the 
senator’s home, Baker said. The 
conditions include that Boucher 
have no contact with Paul or the 
senator’s family. That includes 
Boucher’s daily walks with his 
dog. He agreed to either follow a 
route that takes him away from 
Paul’s home,= or to take his dog 
to a nearby park, Baker said. 

In arguing for no prison time, 
Baker said, he’ll note that Bouch¬ 
er’s record had consisted of a 
speeding ticket before the attack. 
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How Putin made Russia a resurgent superpower 


The international environment is an instrument for 
him in managing those domestic challenges first 
and foremost. He can declare something like a Syria 
intervention or something in the post-Soviet space. f 

Matthew Rojansky 

director of the Kennan Institute 


By Angela Charlton 
and Naira Davlashyan 
Associated Press 

MOSCOW — Vladimir Putin and his 
Russia look more invincible than at any 
other time in his 18 years in power. 

Since he last faced election in 2012, 
Russians have invaded Ukraine, annexed 
Crimea, blanket-bombed Syria, been ac¬ 
cused of meddling in the U.S. presidential 
election and claimed to have a scary new 
nuclear arsenal. 

“No one listened to us. You listen to us 
now,” he said earlier this month in boast¬ 
ing about those new weapons. 

Putin will overwhelmingly win re-elec¬ 
tion as president on March 18, again. So 
why bother holding a vote at all? 

He disdains democracy as messy and 
dangerous — yet he craves the legitimacy 
conferred by an election. He needs tan¬ 
gible evidence that Russians need him 
and his great-power vision more than they 
worry about the freedoms he has muffled, 
the endemic corruption he has failed to 
eradicate, the sanctions he invited by his 
actions in Crimea and Ukraine. 

“Any autocrat wants love,” said analyst 
Andrei Kolesnikov, of the Carnegie Mos¬ 
cow Center, and Putin gets that love “from 
high support in elections.” 

Expected to win as much as 80 percent 
of the vote, Putin will further cement his 
authority over Russia, a czarlike figure 
with a democratic veneer. 

In 14 years as president and four years 
as prime minister of the world’s largest 
country, Putin has transformed Russia’s 
global image, consolidated power over its 
politics and economy, imprisoned oppo¬ 
nents, offered asylum to Edward Snowden, 
quieted extremism in long-restive Chech¬ 
nya, hosted phenomenally expensive 
Olympic Games and won the right to stage 
this year’s World Cup. 

He’s now 65, and he’s not planning to 
leave anytime soon. 

The election will confirm Putin’s argu¬ 
ment that to improve life in Russia, the 


country needs continuity more than it 
needs drastic change, independent media, 
political opposition, environmental activ¬ 
ism or rights for homosexuals and other 
minorities. 

Russia will remain disproportionately 
dependent on oil prices, and its 144 million 
people will stay poorer than they should 
be. They also will still be convinced that 
the world is out to get them. 

Putin’s most important mission in the 
next six years will be working out a plan 
for what happens when his next term ex¬ 
pires in 2024. Will he anoint a friendly suc¬ 
cessor or invent a scheme that allows him 
to keep holding the reins? 

Today’s all-powerful Putin bears little 
resemblance to the man who took his ten¬ 
tative first steps as president on the eve of 
the new millennium. 

Catapulted to power on Boris Yeltsin’s 
surprise resignation as president, Putin 
walked into his new office Dec. 31, 1999, 
in a suit that seemed too big for his shoul¬ 
ders. His low-level KGB background made 
him seem shifty, and many Russians re¬ 
garded him as little more than a puppet of 
the oligarchs then pulling the strings in the 
Kremlin. 

Russia was still emerging from a tumul¬ 
tuous post-Soviet hangover. Contract kill¬ 
ings dominated headlines, its army couldn’t 
afford socks for its soldiers and its budget 
was still dependent on foreign loans. 

Eighteen years later, Putin’s friends 
run the economy, and Russia’s military is 
resurgent. 


An entire generation has never known 
a Russia without Vladimir Vladimirovich 
Putin in charge. And an increasing num¬ 
ber of other leaders — President Donald 
Trump among them — are emulating his 
nationalist, fortress mentality. 

The once-feisty Russian media has fall¬ 
en silent. Kremlin propaganda now has a 
global audience, via far-reaching networks 
RT and Sputnik. 

Yet while Putin looks invulnerable on 
the surface, he has reason to worry. 

The Kremlin is lashing out at opposi¬ 
tion leader Alexei Navalny’s recent inves¬ 
tigations of corruption, fearing they could 
spur public uproar. And the battle for suc¬ 
cession threatens to cause damaging splits 
within Putin’s inner circle. 

Meanwhile, Russia’s disillusioned youth 
could turn against him. Some have joined 
Navalny’s protests; others just won’t bother 
to vote, quietly sapping his power. 

As Putin faces challenges at home, expect 
more Russian chest-thumping abroad. 

“The international environment is an 
instrument for him in managing those do¬ 
mestic challenges first and foremost,” said 
Matthew Rojansky, director of the Kennan 
Institute in Washington. “He can declare 
something like a Syria intervention or 
something in the post-Soviet space.” 

And a newly elected Putin is likely to 
continue the Cold War-like relationship 
with Trump’s United States. 

Russia sees the investigation into alleged 
meddling in the U.S. election as concocted 
— but also as a sign that Russia is impor¬ 


tant again, and that Americans are ob¬ 
sessed with weakening Russia at all costs. 

Ever since a leading U.S. diplomat was 
recorded giving instructions to Ukrainian 
opposition figures, Russians have been 
convinced that Washington caused the 
Ukraine conflict by messing in Russia’s 
backyard, and that America bears respon¬ 
sibility for the ensuing fighting. 

Russia’s annexation of Crimea prompted 
U.S. and European Union sanctions, send¬ 
ing Putin’s popularity skyrocketing. 

Crimea is framed as Russia’s biggest vic¬ 
tory in the Putin era, a righting of histori¬ 
cal wrongs. To drive the message home, 
the March 18 election is being held on the 
fourth anniversary of the takeover. 

The last time Putin faced voters, he also 
was guaranteed victory but was on shakier 
ground. A movement led by Navalny had 
brought masses to the streets of Moscow 
and other cities as the educated middle 
class chafed at Putin’s backward-looking 
vision. 

Since then, Navalny has been arrested 
repeatedly and is barred from running for 
president for criminal convictions that are 
seen as politically driven. Other opposition 
figures also have been sidelined, such as 
onetime billionaire Mikhail Khodorkovsky, 
who spent 10 years in prison for tax fraud 
charges seen as punishment for political 
ambitions. He now lives abroad. 

Meanwhile, Russia’s problems persist. 

Putin has barely bothered with cam¬ 
paigning. When he does, he promises a 
brighter future, implicitly acknowledging 
a lackluster present. 

With around 20 million Russians cur¬ 
rently living below the official poverty line 
of about $180 a month, he pledges higher 
wages and pensions. He wants better health 
care to boost life expectancy from 73, sev¬ 
eral years below European levels. Recent 
space launch failures have drawn attention 
to troubles with the struggling aerospace 
industry, once a pillar of Soviet pride, and 
he wants Russia to catch up on robotic tech¬ 
nologies and artificial intelligence. 


Chinese lawmakers pass amendment ending presidential term limits 


By Christopher Bodeen 

Associated Press 

BEIJING — China’s rubber- 
stamp lawmakers on Sunday 
passed a historic constitutional 
amendment abolishing presiden¬ 
tial term limits, enabling President 
Xi Jinping to rule indefinitely. 

The National People’s Congress’ 
nearly 3,000 hand-picked dele¬ 
gates endorsed the constitutional 
amendment, voting 2,958 in favor 
with two opposed, three abstain¬ 
ing and one vote invalidated. 

The amendment upends a sys¬ 
tem enacted by former Chinese 
leader Deng Xiaoping in 1982 to 
prevent a return to the lifelong 
dictatorship typified by Mao Ze¬ 
dong’s chaotic 1966-76 Cultural 
Revolution. The constitution had 
limited presidents to serving only 
two consecutive terms. 

Voting began in the mid-after¬ 
noon, with Xi leading members of 
the seven-member all-powerful 
Politburo Standing Committee in 
casting their votes. He placed his 
orange ballot paper in a red box 
bearing the official seal of state 
placed front and center on the 
stage inside the cavernous hall. 

Rank and file deputies then 
rose to vote on the floor of the 


hall as jaunty instrumental music 
played. Ten minutes later, the 
process had ended, and delegates 
were asked to return to their seats 
while the votes were counted. 

Shortly after 3:50 p.m. the re¬ 
sults were read out over the pub¬ 
lic address system and flashed 
briefly on a screen in the hall. 

“The constitutional amendment 
item has passed,” the announcer 
declared to polite applause. 

The slide toward one-man rule 
under Xi has fueled concern 
that Beijing is eroding efforts to 
guard against the excesses of au¬ 
tocratic leadership and make eco¬ 
nomic regulation more stable and 
predictable. 

In a sign of the issue’s sensitiv¬ 
ity, the government censors are 
aggressively scrubbing social 
media of expressions ranging 
from “I disagree” to “Xi Zedong.” 
A number of prominent Chinese 
figures have publicly protested 
the move, despite the risk of of¬ 
ficial retaliation. 

The legislature’s spokesman 
has said the abolishing of term 
limits is aimed only at bringing 
the office of the president in line 
with Xi’s other positions atop the 
ruling Communist Party and the 
Central Military Commission, 


which do not impose term limits. 

The move is widely seen as the 
culmination of the 64-year-old 
Xi’s efforts since being appointed 
leader of the party in 2012 to con¬ 
centrate power in his own hands 
and defy norms of collective lead¬ 
ership established over the past 
two decades. Xi has appointed 
himself to head bodies that over¬ 
see national security, finance, 
economic reform and other major 
initiatives, effectively sidelining 
the party’s No. 2 figure, Premier 
Li Keqiang. 

To be sure, Xi’s confident, pop¬ 
ulist leadership style and tough 
attitude toward official corrup¬ 
tion has won him a significant de¬ 
gree of popular support. 

Zhao Minglin, 32, a vice presi¬ 
dent of an investment firm in Bei¬ 
jing, said it was easier for Xi to 
carry out his ambitious vision of 
raising living standards in China 
if more power were concentrated 
in his hands. 

“I will definitely support this 
constitutional amendment and 
this government. This is a power¬ 
ful and strong government,” Zhao 
said. He added, however, that he 
was concerned that the public 
discourse lacked a space for dis¬ 
senting voices. 



Andy Wong/AP 


Chinese President Xi Jinping casts his vote during a plenary session 
of the National People’s Congress for an amendment to China’s 
constitution that will abolish term limits on the presidency. 
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Iori Sagisawa, Kyodo News/AP 


People in Kesenuma, northern Japan, offer prayers toward the sea in a moment of silence Sunday at 
2:46 p.m., the time a powerful earthquake and tsunami struck off Japan’s northeastern coast in 2011. 


Japan marks 7th anniversary of 
2011 tsunami that killed 18,000 



Shizuo Kambayashi/AP 

Japan’s Prince Akishino and Princess Kiko bow in front of an altar 
for the victims of the earthquake and tsunami 


Associated Press 

TOKYO — They bowed their 
heads, hands clasped or palms 
firmly pressed together. They 
stood in grassy areas or roadsides 
overlooking the choppy sea. In Ja¬ 
pan’s capital, they lit candles and 
offered flowers. Some dabbed at 
tears. 

Japan marked the seventh an¬ 
niversary Sunday of a tsunami 
that took more than 18,000 lives 
on the northeast coast and trig¬ 
gered a nuclear disaster that 
turned nearby communities into 
ghost towns. 

Residents along the coast gath¬ 
ered outdoors to remember the 
tragedy as sirens wailed at 2:46 
p.m., the moment the magnitude 
9.0 offshore earthquake that set 
off the tsunami struck on March 
11 , 2011 . 

The tsunami overwhelmed sea 
walls and washed away buildings, 
cars and entire neighborhoods as 
it swept inland. It knocked out 
power at the seaside Fukushima 
Dai-ichi nuclear power plant, 
causing partial meltdowns in 
three reactors. 

Prime Minister Shinzo Abe said 
at an official ceremony in Tokyo 


that reconstruction is making 
steady progress, but more than 
70,000 people are still displaced 
and many have no prospect of re¬ 
turning to their homes. 

Prince Akishino, the second 
son of Japanese Emperor Akihito, 
expressed hope that the tsunami 
would raise awareness and help 
prevent or mitigate damage from 
future natural disasters. 

“It is my earnest hope ... that 
we hand down the knowledge 


to future generations in order to 
protect many people from the 
dangers of disasters,” he said. 

Separately, several hundred 
people observed a moment of si¬ 
lence and made offerings at an 
altar set up in Hibiya Park in cen¬ 
tral Tokyo. 

Cleaning up the still-radioac¬ 
tive Fukushima nuclear plant site 
remains a daunting challenge 
that is expected to take 30 to 40 
years. 


French far-right party severs Le Pen ties 


Associated Press 

PARIS — France’s far-right National Front party 
has definitively severed its ties to firebrand found¬ 
er Jean-Marie Le Pen, 89, as it tries to revive its 
fortunes. 

The party also re-elected his daughter, Marine Le 
Pen, to a new term as president of the party con¬ 
gress. She was its only candidate for the post. A new 
100-member governing council also was named. 

The party tweeted Sunday that more than 79 
percent of members who participated in a vote ap- 



Marine Le Pen 


proved new party statutes that 
included abolishing Jean-Marie 
Le Pen’s position as party presi¬ 
dent for life. 

The party expelled him in 
2015 over anti-Semitic remarks, 
but he kept the honorary posi¬ 
tion. Sunday’s vote is a crush¬ 
ing blow for the elder Le Pen, 
who founded the party in 1972 
and was runner-up in the 2002 
French presidential election. 


Report: Traces of 
nerve agent found 
in ex-spy poisoning 


By Gregory Katz 

Associated Press 

LONDON — British media re¬ 
ported Sunday that traces of the 
nerve agent used to attack a Rus¬ 
sian ex-spy and his daughter have 
been found in Salisbury where 
the two were poisoned. 

BBC said its sources say traces 
were found at a restaurant where 
Sergei Skripal and his daughter, 
Yulia, reportedly ate before fall¬ 
ing critically ill, and at a pub. 

BBC also reported that up to 
500 people who dined at the res¬ 
taurant or frequented the pub 
have been told to wash their pos¬ 
sessions as a precaution. 

Sky News said traces were 
found in several locations. 

U.K. officials haven’t publicly 
confirmed that any trace of the 
nerve agent has been found and 
say the risk to the public remains 
low. Officials haven’t said what 
type of nerve agent was used. 

A large-scale police investiga¬ 
tion is underway in Salisbury as 
forensics experts wearing protec¬ 
tive gear search for clues. 

Among the sites they are 
searching are the Zizzi restau¬ 
rant, which is closed to the public, 
and the gravesites where Skripal’s 
wife and son are buried. Skripal’s 
house has also been extensively 
searched for clues and traces of 
the nerve agent. 

Wiltshire police planned to hold 
a news conference Sunday after¬ 
noon to release further details 
about the widening investigation. 

Home Secretary Amber Rudd 
said Saturday evening that it is 
still “too early” to determine who 
is to blame for the attack. Senior 


government officials have vowed 
to respond robustly if the Rus¬ 
sian government is found to be 
responsible. 

Rudd said more than 250 coun¬ 
terterrorism officers are on the 
scene evaluating more than 240 
pieces of evidence and interview¬ 
ing about 200 
witnesses. 

They are 
backed by 

roughly 180 
military 
personnel 
providing 
logistical 
support, in¬ 
cluding the 
removal of 
ambulances 
feared to 

possibly be 
contaminated 
by the nerve 
agent. 

Police are 
looking for 
clues to what 
sickened 
Skripal, 66, a 
Russian ex-military intelligence 
specialist who in 2006 was con¬ 
victed in Russia of spying for 
Britain, and his daughter, Yulia, 
33. 

Skripal was imprisoned in¬ 
side Russia until he was freed 
in a 2010 spy swap and settled in 
England. He had stayed out of the 
public eye since then. 

The father and daughter were 
found unconscious March 4 on a 
bench in Salisbury. Skripal lived 
in the town, which is about 90 
miles southwest of London. 


Sources 
say traces 
were 

found at a 
restaurant 
where 
Sergei 
Skripal 
and his 
daughter 
reportedly 
ate before 
falling ill 
and at a 
pub. 


Man killed by tiger in Indonesia 


Associated Press 

PEKANBARU, Indonesia 
— A rare Sumatran tiger fatal¬ 
ly attacked a man in the latest 
human-tiger conflict in a west¬ 
ern Indonesian region plagued 
by widespread deforestation, of¬ 
ficials said Sunday. 

The victim, Yusri Effendi, 34, a 
construction worker, was mauled 
Saturday evening in the Indragiri 
Hilir district of the Sumatran 
province of Riau. 

Local police chief Muhammad 
Rafi said the victim and three fel¬ 
low workers were working when 
they spotted the tiger under a 
building. They decided to wait 
for about two hours until the tiger 
left. 

They later walked about 250 
yards and came face-to-face 
with the tiger. Rafi said they ran 
for safety, but the tiger attacked 
Effendi. 


A search by fellow workers and 
villagers found Effendi uncon¬ 
scious in shrubs on the edge of a 
river. He died later due to bleed¬ 
ing from a wound on his nape, 
Rafi said. 

Rafi said the location was about 
12 miles from a palm oil planta¬ 
tion where a female worker was 
mauled to death in January. 

Indonesia is home to some 400 
Sumatran tigers, but they are in¬ 
creasingly under threat as their 
jungle habitat shrinks. 

Many of the endangered ani¬ 
mals roam into villages or planta¬ 
tions in search of food, setting off 
conflicts with humans. 

Sumatran tigers are the most 
critically endangered tiger sub¬ 
species. About 400 remain, down 
from 1,000 in the 1970s, be¬ 
cause of forest destruction and 
poaching. 
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Aggressive otter 
attacks kayakers 

P| BRADENTON — A 
I L Florida kayaker is re¬ 
covering after being attacked by 
an aggressive otter. 

Sue Spector, 77, was kayaking 
with her husband down Braden 
River when the animal leaped 
onto the kayak and lunged at her 
earlier this month. 

The Tampa Bay Times report¬ 
ed the kayak flipped as Spector, 
her husband and witnesses tried 
to help. She tried to fight the otter 
off with her paddle but he persist¬ 
ed. The couple climbed onto their 
guide’s kayak. The otter followed 
but didn’t attack again. 

The Florida Fish and Wildlife 
Conservation Commission said 
four kayakers were injured in 
separate attacks recently on the 
same river. 

Thousands of golf balls 
recovered from lake 

U SHAKER HEIGHTS 
\J ■■ — Thousands of golf 

balls have been discovered dur¬ 
ing a dredging project at the bot¬ 
tom of a lake at a northeast Ohio 
nature center. 

WJW-TV reported the golf 
balls were discovered recently 
in Shaker Heights’ Green Lake 
by the Northeast Ohio Regional 
Sewer District while dredging 
the bottom to restore the lake’s 
depth. Most of the balls appear to 
have come from nearby Shaker 
Heights Country Club, which is 
upstream from the lake. 

Groomer uses CPR 
to save dog’s life 


THE CENSUS 


60 


The total weight in pounds of nails that have been removed from a popular off-road recreation area in eastern 
Idaho. U.S. Bureau of Land Management Recreation Planner Ben Cisna told KIDK-TV on Friday that the thou¬ 
sands of nails came from pallet burning and other illegal activities at the St. Anthony Sand Dunes. The 10,600- 
acre area draws off-road vehicle enthusiasts attracted by dunes up to 400 feet high. 



Lake Fong, Pittsburgh Post-Gazette/AP 


Worms of wonder 

Quintin McGeary, 8, of New Kensington, Pa., is fascinated to see worms in a fossil stone shown by Jason Sanford, a geologist from Chevron, 
during SciTech Days at Carnegie Science Center on Friday in the North Shore neighborhood of Pittsburgh. His grandfather, Ken, who 
accompanied him to the Science Center, said Quintin always collects stones while walking home from school. 


I NORMAL — The Bloom- 
I L ington Pantagraph report¬ 
ed that a 15-year-old corgi named 
Pia is wagging its tail today 
thanks to the quick thinking of a 
woman who not only knows CPR 
but knows what’s good for man is 
good for man’s best friend. 

Pia’s owner dropped Pia off 
recently at the Belly Rubs Dog 
Grooming in Normal. A while 
later, the dog suffered a seizure, 
causing it to stop breathing and 
its heart to stop. 

Groomer Emily Bauman 
stepped up and blew air into the 
dog’s nostrils before administer¬ 
ing compressions until the dog 
started breathing again. Pia was 
taken to a local pet hospital, and 
its owner says it is now doing well. 

Nun involved in lawsuit 
with Katy Perry dies 

A LOS ANGELES — A 
nun involved in a law¬ 
suit with pop star Katy Perry over 
the sale of a convent in Los Ange¬ 
les died after collapsing during a 
court appearance. 

Archbishop Jose Gomez said 
Sister Catherine Rose Holzman 
died Friday. She was 89. 

Hours before her death, Holz¬ 
man talked to KTTV, speaking 
out against a judge’s ruling that 
cleared the way for the Arch¬ 
diocese of Los Angeles to sell a 
convent in the Los Feliz neighbor¬ 
hood to Perry. 

The singer sought to buy the 8- 
acre property and its Roman-villa 


style buildings for $14.5 million. 

The nuns tried to sell the con¬ 
vent to a local restaurateur to turn 
it into a boutique hotel, but a judge 
ruled in 2016 the sale was invalid. 

High school holds poll 
to choose new mascot 

UA MONTAGUE — A 
western Massachu¬ 
setts high school is asking mem¬ 
bers of the community to help 
pick a news sports mascot after 
dropping its Native American- 
themed nickname. 

The task force charged with 
finding a new mascot for Turners 
Falls High School published a poll 
on its Facebook page so residents, 
alumni and students can choose 
from among 16 semifinalists. 

The Gill-Montague Regional 
School Committee, over the objec¬ 
tion of many residents and alumni, 
last year decided to drop Indians. 

Among the semifinalists are 
Blue Herons, Coyotes, Powertown, 
Snappers, and Thunderbirds. 

Cat is credited with 
saving owners from fire 

PA MCKEESPORT — Fire 
officials in Pennsylva¬ 


nia are crediting a cat with sav¬ 
ing the lives of its owners, who 
were sound asleep when a fire 
broke out in their home. 

The blaze apparently started 
in the attic of the home in McK¬ 
eesport, about 12 miles south of 
Pittsburgh, about 1 a.m. Friday. 

Deputy fire chief Tom Percia- 
valle told WTAE-TV there were 
no smoke alarms in the house, but 
the cat made sure to wake up the 
couple. 

The Red Cross helped the fam¬ 
ily find a place to stay, as the inte¬ 
rior of the home was destroyed. 

2 arrested in casino 
spray-and-run heist 

|k| ELKO — Police in Elko 
w said two men have 
been arrested and an investiga¬ 
tion is continuing after a store¬ 
front gambling parlor robbery 
in which patrons and employees 
were disabled with a noxious sub¬ 
stance like pepper spray. 

The Elko Daily Free Press re¬ 
ported that Tony Pressler, 36, of 
Spring Creek, was arrested early 
Thursday at Stockmen’s Casino in 
Elko on robbery, burglary, theft 
and conspiracy. 

Police said James Squires, 33, 


of Elko, was arrested Wednes¬ 
day on a probation violation and 
similar criminal charges in the 
robbery. 

The men also face arson charges 
stemming from a car fire in a resi¬ 
dential area shortly after the early 
March 2 robbery at Dotty’s Casino 
off Mountain City Highway. 

Ex-officer charged in 
beating over jaywalking 

m ASHEVILLE — A for- 
mer white police of¬ 
ficer whose body-camera video 
recorded him as he beat a black 
pedestrian he accused of jaywalk¬ 
ing has been arrested on assault 
charges in North Carolina. 

The Buncombe County District 
Attorney’s Office announced that 
Christopher Hickman was arrest¬ 
ed late Thursday. He was charged 
with assault by strangulation, as¬ 
sault inflicting serious injury and 
communicating threats. 

The Asheville police chief put 
Hickman on desk duty imme¬ 
diately following the beating in 
August, and he resigned from 
the force after an internal in¬ 
vestigation determined that he 
should be fired. Still, the case re¬ 
mained a secret until the record¬ 


ing was leaked to a newspaper 
and published, sparking com¬ 
munity outrage. The FBI is now 
investigating. 

Kangaroo receiving 
arthritis treatment 

NY NEW YORK — An 
IY I aging kangaroo who 
calls the Bronx Zoo home is re¬ 
ceiving cryotherapy treatment 
for arthritis. 

The treatment is a high-tech al¬ 
ternative to ice baths that humans 
have used for years. 

Zoo director Jim Breheny told 
the Daily News that the nearly 
15-year-old marsupial named 
Dave is getting old and his stiff 
joints are aching. 

Breheny said the treatment 
might sound exotic but that it’s 
really just one course of heal¬ 
ing that the 200 medical experts 
at the zoo in New York City uti¬ 
lize to treat some 7,000 different 
species. 

Dave’s saga with localized 
cryotherapy treatment will be 
documented by Animal Planet’s 
latest season of “The Zoo.” 

From wire reports 
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Undeniably harmonious 

Folk group I’m With Her didn’t intend to start a band 


By Rudi Greenberg 

The Washington Post 

F olk group I’m With Her became 
a band in a backward sort of way. 
Sarah Jarosz, Aoife O’Donovan 
and Sara Watkins first came 
together in 2014 for an off-the-cuff per¬ 
formance at the Telluride Bluegrass Fes¬ 
tival in Colorado. 

“It was the first time the three of us had 
sat down together to even mildly work up 
anything and it was a little happy aware¬ 
ness, ‘Oh, this is cool; this is special; this 
sounds great,’ ” Watkins says of their set, 
which mostly featured covers. “Through¬ 
out that day we found ourselves singing 
together a few more times and after that 
day we texted each other — it kinda felt 
like a first date sorta thing, where you 
check back in: ‘That was fun, right? We 
should do that again.’” 

The next logical step would be to start 
writing songs, right? Instead, the three, 
who all knew one another casually be¬ 
fore that first performance, went on a 
European tour in early 2015 and played 
a bunch of festivals doing covers of 
songs from Nina Simone, Jim Croce and 


more. (The trio’s name, by the way, pre¬ 
dates Hillary Clinton’s 2016 presidential 
campaign.) 

It wasn’t until that summer that they 
began writing original songs. And it 
would take until last month for them 
to release their debut album, “See You 
Around.” 

“What has been really great to learn is 
not only do we enjoy singing together, but 
we enjoy working together and arrang¬ 
ing together,” Watkins says. “And then 
to realize after doing a bunch of touring 
that we like to write together — that was 
the ring-on-the-finger kinda moment.” 

The songs for the album, mostly writ¬ 
ten during a weeklong stint in a Vermont 
farmhouse, came quickly, Watkins says, 
because of all the time they had spent ar¬ 
ranging covers together. 

“We found a rhythm and found a way 
to work quickly and densely,” she says. 
“We’re putting it together all at once, so 
at the end of writing a song, it feels pretty 
intact.” 

“See You Around” is a hypnotic, sooth¬ 
ing blend of three voices and multiple 
instruments, pulling from the women’s 
various jazz, bluegrass and folk back¬ 


grounds. (Producer Ethan Johns is the 
only other musician on the record.) All 
three play guitar, with Jarosz adding 
mandolin, O’Donovan laying down key¬ 
board work and Watkins playing fiddle. 
At times, their voices seem to blur into 
one. 

“We all have really different voices, 
but even we sometimes, when we’ve 
been listening back to voice memo ar¬ 
rangements, we thought, ‘Wait, are you 
singing that part or am I?,”’ Watkins 
says. “A lot of times the harmony parts 
sort of switch and weave around so the 
person who is singing the high harmony 
part might be taking lead or lower parts 
later on in the song, so we can lose track 
of what’s happening.” 

Maybe that’s the secret to their suc¬ 
cess. Despite all three having healthy 
solo careers or bands (O’Donovan’s 
Crooked Still and Watkins’ Nickel Creek), 
I’m With Her has its own distinct sound. 

“We’re not coming from identical 
backgrounds, so it keeps it really inter¬ 
esting for all of us,” Watkins says. “We 
all have our own special way of seeing 
things.” 


Above: Sarah Jarosz (left), Aoife O’Donovan and Sara Watkins perform together as I’m With Her. “What has been really great 
to learn is not only do we enjoy singing together, but we enjoy working together and arranging together,” Watkins says. “And 
then to realize after doing a bunch of touring that we like to write together — that was the ring-on-the-finger kinda moment.” 

Lindsey BuRNEs/For The Washington Post 


Wiig will be villain in 
‘Wonder Woman’ sequel 

From wire services 

Patty Jenkins has confirmed what the 
internet has been whispering for about a 
week. Kristen Wiig has signed on to play 
classic DC Comics villain The Cheetah in 
“Wonder Woman’s” soon-to-be-in-produc- 
tion 2019 sequel. 

The director verified 
the news on social media, 
tweeting that she’s excited 
for the casting and can’t 
wait to work with Wiig on 
her transformation into 
one of Wonder Woman’s 
greatest adversaries. 

Star Gal Gadot wel¬ 
comed Wiig to the cast in a 
follow-up post and added, 

“This is going to be WONDERful.” 

Other rumors are swirling around the 
highly-anticipated Warner Bros./DC En¬ 
tertainment sequel, including a potential 
setting in the ’80s during the Cold War 
and Chris Pine’s possible return as Steve 
Trevor (perhaps in a flashback). But Wiig’s 
casting is the first major confirmation of 
the “Wonder Woman” sequel, which is ex¬ 
pected to be released in late 2019. 

‘Sopranos’ prequel film in the 
works with David Chase script 

“The Sopranos” might be coming to the 
movie theater. 

Warner Bros. Pictures says March 8 that 
New Line has purchased a screenplay for 
a “Sopranos” prequel from series creator 
David Chase and Lawrence Konner. The 
studio says the working title is “The Many 
Saints of Newark,” and it will be set in the 
1960s during the Newark riots. 

Chase’s acclaimed series about mobster 
Tony Soprano, played by the late James 
Gandolfini, ran for six seasons on HBO and 
won 21 primetime Emmys. 

Chase will executive produce and co¬ 
write the film. 

Lisa Bonet says Bill Cosby 
gave off a ‘sinister’ energy 

Lisa Bonet has broken her silence about 
her former TV father Bill Cosby, saying she 
isn’t surprised he’s facing sexual miscon¬ 
duct allegations and claiming he gave off a 
“sinister” energy. 

Bonet says in an interview with Net-a- 
Porter’s Porter magazine that she wasn’t 
aware of any inappropriate behavior by 
Cosby on “The Cosby Show” and “A Differ¬ 
ent World,” though she sensed “darkness.” 

“There was just energy. And that type 
of sinister, shadow energy cannot be con¬ 
cealed,” she says. 

Cosby faces a retrial on charges he 
drugged and molested a woman in 2004. 
Prosecutors describe him as a serial 
predator. 

Bonet and Cosby clashed over her star¬ 
ring in the R-rated “Angel Heart.” Asked 
about Cosby’s current situation, she says 
she “just leave(s) all that to karma and 
justice.” 



Favreau to write, produce new Star Wars series for streaming platform 


By Jake Coyle 

Associated Press 

That galaxy far, far away keeps 
expanding. In the latest in a flurry of 
Star Wars spinoffs, the Walt Disney 
Co. announced March 8 that Jon Fa¬ 
vreau will write and executive pro¬ 
duce a live-action Star Wars series 
for the company’s planned streaming 
platform. 

Disney is readying a streaming 


service to compete with Netflix, and 
it has signaled that Star Wars will 
be a major component. The not-yet- 
named service is planned to launch in 
late 2019. 

“Jon brings the perfect mix of pro¬ 
ducing and writing talent, combined 
with a fluency in the Star Wars uni¬ 
verse,” said Kathleen Kennedy, Lu- 
casfilm president. “This series will 
allow Jon the chance to work with a 
diverse group of writers and directors 


and give Lucasfilm the opportunity to 
build a robust talent base.” 

Favreau has been a Disney regular, 
having directed the first two “Iron 
Man” films for Marvel and 2016’s 
“The Jungle Book.” He also helped 
produce several “Avengers” mov¬ 
ies. He’s currently prepping a “Lion 
King” remake to be released in 2019. 

He has some Star Wars experience, 
too, having provided a voice for “The 
Clone Wars” animated series. Fa¬ 


vreau also has a role in the upcoming 
Han Solo spinoff “Solo: A Star Wars 
Story.” 

Disney has previously announced 
that “The Last Jedi” writer-director 
Rian Johnson is developing a new Star 
Wars film trilogy, and that “Game of 
Thrones” creators D.B. Weiss and 
David Benioff will write and produce 
a separate series of Star Wars films. 

No details or release date were an¬ 
nounced for Favreau’s series. 
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Alaska Airlines takes top spot for second year 


By Andrea Sachs 

The Washington Post 

Flying is an emotional experi¬ 
ence. Travelers can bond — and 
break up — with an airline before 
the first beverage cart rolls down 
the aisle. Which is why the Points 
Guy relied on unfeeling numbers, 
not capricious hearts, to calculate 
the Best and Worst U.S. Airlines 
in 2018. 

“We used data,” not passen¬ 
gers’ opinions, said Brian Kelly, 
the founder and chief executive 
officer of the Points Guy, a travel 
news and consumer-advice site. 
“But I was shocked that JetBlue 
scored so low.” 

See, you cannot strip all the sen¬ 
timent from an air travel study. 

In the website’s second annual 
survey, JetBlue took the penulti¬ 
mate spot — eight places behind 
the champion, Alaska Airlines, 
and one above last place finisher 
Hawaiian Airlines. Yes, Kelly is 
bewildered by Hawaiian’s low 
placement, too. 

“The last is not the worst,” Kelly 
said as a consolation. 

Hawaiian Airlines is not awful, 


Associated Press 

LINCOLN, Neb. — The devel¬ 
oper of the Keystone XL pipeline 
doesn’t have to reimburse at¬ 
torneys who defended Nebraska 
landowners against the company’s 
efforts to gain access to their land, 
the state Supreme Court ruled 
Friday. 

The high court’s ruling resolves 
a dispute that was triggered when 
TransCanada Inc. filed eminent 
domain lawsuits against 71 Ne- 


US airlines rankings 
in 2018 

1. Alaska 

2. Southwest 

3. Delta 

4. United 

5. Frontier 

6. American Airlines 

7. Spirit 

8. JetBlue 

9. Hawaiian 

Source: Thepointsguy.com 


he explained, but its higher fares 
and limited route network dragged 
down the airline like a coconut at¬ 
tached to the tail of a parrotfish. 
JetBlue, which earned high marks 
for cabin comfort and in-flight en¬ 
tertainment, dropped four places 
because of flight delays and low 
customer satisfaction, among 
other factors. 

“It didn’t excel in any one cat¬ 
egory,” he said. 

The study is based on 2017 facts 
and figures supplied by the On- 
Time Airline & Airport Rankings, 


braska landowners in 2015, only to 
drop them later amid uncertainty 
over whether the process it used 
was constitutional. 

“We conclude that none of the 
landowners established that they 
were entitled to attorney fees,” 
Chief Justice Michael Heavican 
wrote in the opinion. 

Omaha attorney Dave Domina 
argued that TransCanada owes 
his clients about $350,000 to cover 
their attorney fees. Domina said 


the Transportation Department’s 
Bureau of Transportation Statis¬ 
tics and Routehappy. The Points 
Guy, a savant of mileage plans, 
handled the airlines’ frequent- 
flyer programs. The team filed the 
findings under four categories: 
price (specifically, airfare and 
baggage and change fees), con¬ 
venience (route network, on-time 
arrivals and cabin comfort), head¬ 
aches (customer satisfaction, lost 
luggage and involuntary bumps) 
and extras (frequent flyer pro¬ 
grams and lounges). Price carried 
the most weight, with 25 percent 
of the total tally; route network 
accounted for 15 percent. The re¬ 
maining components ranged from 
2 to 10 percent. 

“We were thinking about con¬ 
sumers,” he said of the categories. 
“The flyers come first.” 

Kelly was not surprised Alaska 
held onto its crown for another 
year. “The airline continues to 
be a favorite of its customers, and 
ranked in the top 3 across half of 
our criteria — airfare, on-time 
arrivals, baggage handling, cus¬ 
tomer satisfaction and its best- 
in-the-industry frequent flyer 


the landowners clearly asked for 
representation in the eminent 
domain cases, and TransCanada 
should pay their attorney fees be¬ 
cause the company effectively lost 
those cases. 

A TransCanada attorney, James 
Powers, argued that the landown¬ 
ers failed to prove that they actu¬ 
ally paid or were legally indebted 
to Domina or his law partner, 
Brian Jorde. 

“We’re pleased the Nebraska Su- 


WEATHER OUTLOOK 


program,” the report stated. He 
was, however, stunned by some of 
the other results. For one, United. 

After a year of ghastly customer 
service, including the video-seen- 
around-the-web of security forces 
dragging a Louisville, Ky., doc¬ 
tor off an overbooked flight, the 
legacy carrier fell only two spots, 
to fourth. Kelly said the airline 
redeemed itself by reducing in¬ 
voluntary bumps and lowering the 
number of passenger complaints 
by 17 percent. 

Another shocker: Spirit’s rise 
to seventh place from rock bot¬ 
tom. (Last year, the site featured 
10 airlines; for 2018, it listed nine, 
due to Alaska’s purchase of Virgin 
America.) He said the budget car¬ 
rier scored well on lost baggage, 
on-time arrivals and, of course, 
ridiculously low fares. 

“They deliver cheap tickets to 
people who want cheap tickets,” 
he said. 

However, penny-pinching Spirit 
could not touch bounteous South¬ 
west that occupied second place. 
The carrier scored big with its 
modest ticket prices, expanding 
route map and generous policies, 
including two free checked bags 


preme Court agreed with our legal 
position,” Powers said Friday. 

Domina said he respected the 
decision but was disappointed for 
his clients. 

The proposed $8 billion, Can- 
ada-to-Texas pipeline has faced 
intense opposition from environ¬ 
mental groups, some property 
owners along the route and Native 
American tribes, who consider it 
a threat to their groundwater and 
property rights. 


and no change fees. 

For next year’s survey, Kelly 
said they might tweak some of 
the percentage weights and show 
how close the airlines ranked, so 
travelers better understand the 
tight race. This year, for example, 
Alaska was less than one point 
ahead of Southwest, and Delta and 
United were separated by only a 
few tenths of a point. 

“Maybe we won’t call it the best 
and the worst,” he said. “We will 
call it a ranking and see how the 
airlines can improve.” 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (March 12).$1.2629 

Dollar buys (March 12).€0.7918 

British pound (March 12).$1.42 

Japanese yen (March 12).103.00 

South Korean won (March 12).1,044.00 

Commercial rates 

Bahrain (Dinar).0.3771 

British pound.$1.3861 

Canada (Dollar).1.2851 

China (Yuan).6.3373 

Denmark (Krone).6.0503 

Egypt (Pound).17.6165 

Euro.$1.2312/0.8122 

Hong Kong (Dollar).7.8373 

Hungary (Forint).253.16 

Israel (Shekel).3.4442 

Japan (Yen).106.87 

Kuwait (Dinar).0.3003 

Norway (Krone).7.7985 

Philippines (Peso).52.03 

Poland (Zloty).3.41 

Saudi Arabia (Riyal).3.7500 

Singapore (Dollar).1.3149 

South Korea (Won).1,066.04 

Switzerland (Franc).0.9505 

Thailand (Baht).31.32 

Turkey (Lira).3.8105 

(Military exchange rates are those 
available to customers at military banking 
facilities in the country of issuance 
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the 
Netherlands and the United Kingdom. For 
nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 


INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.4.50 

Discount rate.2.00 

Federal funds market rate.1.42 

3-month bill.1.63 

30-year bond.3.16 


Court: TransCanada doesn’t have to pay landowner attorneys 


MONDAY IN THE MIDDLE EAST 


MONDAY IN EUROPE 


TUESDAY IN THE PACIFIC 
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OPINION 

Defending ‘sanctuary cities’ will cost Dems 


By Ed Rogers 

Special To The Washington Post 

A ttorney General Jeff Sessions and 
the Trump administration are 
going about the sanctuary city 
issue in the right way. The very 
idea of so-called sanctuary cities is of¬ 
fensive to a lot of law-abiding Americans. 
Taking action against the liberal politi¬ 
cians who want to give safe harbor to ille¬ 
gal immigrants is a slow, easy pitch from 
the Democrats, and Republicans every¬ 
where should take advantage. 

The Justice Department is now chal¬ 
lenging several laws in California that 
not only interfere with the nation’s immi¬ 
gration policies but also place American 
citizens and law enforcement personnel at 
risk. The idea that laws can be ignored and 
that state and local politicians can affirma¬ 
tively warn lawbreakers of how to escape 
apprehension is incredible. It is indefen¬ 
sible. We either have laws, or we don’t. And 
if our elected leaders don’t want to uphold 
the law, they can either change them or re¬ 
sign. The law is not optional once you have 
made a pledge to uphold the duties of your 
office. 

Open-border radicals in California and 
other liberal strongholds must be held ac¬ 
countable. Of course, liberals would have 
you believe that they are only interested in 
protecting the poor, the oppressed and the 
hardworking who have nowhere else to go. 
But in many cases, their actions allow dan¬ 
gerous and sometimes repeat criminals to 
be shielded from deportation or prison. In 
California, good Samaritans who value the 
rule of law are even prohibited from volun¬ 
tarily cooperating with federal immigra¬ 
tion officials who are trying to uphold the 
law and make communities safer. 

Anyway, Democrats and their allies in 
the media will say otherwise, but noth¬ 
ing about this conversation is even in the 
slightest bit hyperbolic. Local politicians 
are actually warning illegal immigrants 
of impending enforcement actions. In Oak- 



Rich Pedroncelli/AP 


U.S. Attorney General Jeff Sessions ad¬ 
dresses the California Peace Officers’ As¬ 
sociation on Wednesday in Sacramento. 

land, Mayor Libby Schaaf went so far as to 
issue a press release and accompanying 
tweet alerting illegal immigrants in the 
Bay Area of an impending Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement operation last 
month. According to ICE Deputy Direc¬ 
tor Thomas D. Homan, what the Oakland 
mayor did “is no better than a gang look¬ 
out yelling ‘police’ when a police cruiser 
comes in the neighborhood.” 

The fact that a politician who presum¬ 
ably swore to uphold the Constitution could 
feel so emboldened to undermine an active 
law enforcement operation and place those 
officers in harm’s way cannot go unan¬ 
swered. And according to what Sessions 
said on Wednesday, it won’t. Specifically, 
speaking before the California Peace Of¬ 
ficers’ Association, Sessions said: “We are 
going to fight these irrational, unfair and 
unconstitutional policies that have been 
imposed on you and our federal officers. 
We are fighting to make your jobs safer 
and to help you reduce crime in America. 
We are fighting to have a lawful system of 
immigration that serves Americans. And 
we intend to win.” Well said. 


Republicans can only hope that liberals 
running in 2018 will make an issue of the 
Justice Department lawsuit. After all, do 
Democrats really want to be on the side 
of shielding illegal immigrants — many 
of whom have outstanding warrants and 
criminal records? When the Oakland 
mayor alerted an entire community of il¬ 
legal immigrant criminals that ICE was 
coming, she reportedly allowed about 
800 to escape. According to ICE officials, 
almost half of those who were arrested 
“had prior felony convictions for serious or 
violent offenses, such as child sex crimes, 
weapons charges and assault, or had past 
convictions for significant or multiple 
misdemeanors.” 

Are those really the people Democrats 
want to defend? I hope so. I can already see 
the campaign ads that Republicans will be 
running. The Democrats’ position on sanc¬ 
tuary cities will not play well in flyover 
America. 

Last month, plenty of Democrats and lib¬ 
eral outlets pushed the idea that somehow, 
in some bizarre twist of reality, Republi¬ 
cans had split with law enforcement and 
were no longer the party of law and order. 
The Huffington Post even pronounced that 
Republicans had “unleashed an extraordi¬ 
nary attack on law enforcement” by criti¬ 
cizing a few senior FBI officials. With the 
Democrats’ position on sanctuary cities, 
that argument should not be too difficult to 
dismiss. 

Anyone who supports illegal aliens and 
opposes law enforcement’s efforts to pro¬ 
tect communities from criminals should 
be shown no quarter — not in the media, 
not in the courtroom and not in our politi¬ 
cal campaigns. In the case of the admin¬ 
istration’s policy on sanctuary cities, good 
policy is also the best politics. 

Ed Rogers is a contributor to the PostPartisan 
blog, a political consultant and a veteran of the 
Ronald Reagan and George H.W. Bush White 
Houses and several national campaigns. He is the 
chairman of the lobbying and communications 
firm BGR Group. 


ADA still the right path - and good for business 


By Bruce Freeman 

Tribune News Service 

I am a successful entrepreneur, a 
teacher, a father, husband and ac¬ 
tive community member. I purchase 
goods and services like everyone else. 
While I do not let multiple sclerosis define 
me, I do need a wheelchair and conversion 
van to get around. 

A couple of weeks ago our House of Rep¬ 
resentatives passed HR 620, the ADA Edu¬ 
cation and Reform Act of 2017. It sounds 
good: Educate people about the ADA and 
reform legislation that is more than 25 
years old. But this bill significantly weak¬ 
ens the Americans with Disabilities Act 
and is a setback for civil rights. 

There’s not much education in this bill to 
speak of and it would make it much more 
difficult for people like me to challenge an 
inaccessible business. If this passes into 
law, business owners would no longer need 
to strive to make their premises accessible. 
They could just strive for “substantial prog¬ 
ress.” A grocery store, restaurant, garage 
or any place of business could “strive” for 
decades and still be unavailable to some¬ 
one with limited mobility or who is in a 
wheelchair. 

Hundreds of groups representing people 
with disabilities are fighting this change 
and I support them. Some lawyers aren’t 
happy, some owners of inaccessible busi¬ 
nesses are breathing a sigh of relief, and 
much of the general public may not care 
one way or the other. 

All of this got me thinking. 


First I have to say that my own experi¬ 
ences with local businesses and places 
where I work have been, by and large, re¬ 
ally positive. Owners of businesses I fre¬ 
quent and places I work see me, Bruce, not 
the guy in the wheelchair. They want me 
to be able to get into work without a hassle 
and want me to keep shopping and eating 
in their establishments. 

As a business professor, business owner, 
baby boomer, friend and parent, I under¬ 
stand that this is good business, too. Ac¬ 
cording to a census report, there are 56.7 
million people with disabilities in this 
country, representing 19 percent of the 
U.S. population. We shop, eat out and use 
services the same as everyone else. With 
ramps, wider doors and wheelchair-acces¬ 
sible bathrooms, we are able to shop and 
eat locally. This point is often made by 
individuals and groups who advocate for 
people with disabilities. 

But I want to make the point that accessi¬ 
bility is good for business in a much broader 
sense. People with disabilities have friends 
and families who choose businesses based 
on their accessibility. Last year a friend 
had a party with about 40 people invited, 
and his wife spent hours on the phone find¬ 
ing a venue that I could get into and that 
had a wheelchair accessible bathroom. So, 
in the end, an accessible restaurant got a 
big party and lots of follow-on business. 
This happens every day on a smaller scale 
as people with disabilities shop or eat out 
with our families and our lunch groups, 
and work with business associates. 


New parents also learn something about 
business accessibility. The first time they 
see a flight of stairs they can’t pull the 
carriage up or the store with a bathroom 
or aisles with no room for a stroller, they 
start thinking about alternative shops and 
restaurants. 

And, although we have recently been 
nudged out by millennials, the baby boom 
generation still is a force with which to be 
reckoned. Let’s face it, all 49 million of us 
are getting older and are in varying stages 
of great health and mobility. We want to be 
active and we have money to spend. Many 
of us and our friends look for restaurants, 
stores and services that comfortably ac¬ 
commodate our mobility issues, knee op¬ 
erations, arthritis, fear of falling and need 
for “comfort” height toilets. This is a phe¬ 
nomenon and business necessity that will 
increase exponentially as we age. 

And as a final thought, I want to say 
thank you to the business owners and em¬ 
ployers who have made it easy for me, my 
family and friends to patronize your stores, 
restaurants and services. I also want to ask 
your readers to look around the next time 
you access a local business or service. If it 
is a place that people with limited mobil¬ 
ity can access and where they can be com¬ 
fortable, thank the owner and recommend 
it to your friends. If not, ask the owner to 
consider making changes. Tell him or her 
those changes will be good for business. 

Bruce Freeman is entrepreneur, author and 
college professor. He is public affairs coordinator 
for Livingston Advisory Committee for Disabilities 
in Livingston, N.J. 
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OPINION_ 

List of female political leaders is too short 


By Trudy Rubin 
The Philadelphia Inquirer 

I wanted to list female political lead¬ 
ers to watch in 2018, in honor of 
International Women’s Day, but the 
list is sadly disappointing. 

Currently, there are only 20 women 
holding the office of head of state or head 
of government — which equals 6.3 percent 
of the 315 international leaders. And two of 
the heads of state — Britain’s Queen Eliza¬ 
beth II and Denmark’s Margrethe II — are 
hereditary queens. 

No wonder the World Economic Forum’s 
2017 Gender Gap report predicts that it 
will take 99 years to, maybe, reach politi¬ 
cal parity between male and female lead¬ 
ers. (Will it take that long, I wonder, after 
the Hillary debacle for the United States to 
elect a woman as president?) 

Nor have women leaders fared particu¬ 
larly well in recent years. Several female 
prime ministers lost elections during the 
last decade. Brazil’s Dilma Rousseff was 
impeached for budget malfeasance, South 
Korean President Park Geun-Hye was 
impeached for corruption in 2016 and is 
awaiting trial, and Thai Prime Minister 
Yingluck Shinawatra was defeated in 2015 
and found guilty of abusing power by the 
country’s constitutional court. Given the 
political history of those countries, it’s not 
clear whether these leaders would have 
been treated better if they were male. 

In one happy contrast, Liberian Presi¬ 


dent Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, the world’s first 
elected black female president and Africa’s 
first elected female head of state (in 2006), 
survived some dips to step down with dig¬ 
nity in 2018. 

Of those female leaders now in power, 
Myanmar’s Aung San Suu Kyi, who has 
been state counsellor (equivalent to prime 
minister) since 2016, has been the biggest 
disappointment. A heroic fighter for de¬ 
mocracy and human rights, she suffered 
15 years of house arrest and won the 1991 
Nobel Peace Prize. But she has refused to 
criticize Myanmar’s military for its mas¬ 
sive ethnic cleansing and brutalization 
of 500,000 members of the ethnic Mus¬ 
lim Rohingya minority, who have fled to 
Bangladesh. 

So who, among the remaining 18 non- 
queenly female leaders, should you watch 
in 2018? 

First and foremost is the indomitable 
Angela Merkel, German chancellor since 
2005. In her final term, her power has 
dipped and her party’s parliamentary bloc 
shrunk, but she just concluded a difficult 
coalition accord with the Social Demo¬ 
crats. This will provide some vital stabil¬ 
ity in a Europe shaken by a populist surge 
in Italy and Central Europe. Merkel is still 
an anchor for Europe, which the continent 
badly needs. 

Which brings us to the second Euro¬ 
pean leader to watch: Theresa May, the 
weakened prime minister of the United 



Frank Augstein/AP 


Can Prime Minister Theresa May negoti¬ 
ate a divorce from the European Union 
without crashing the U.K.’s economy? 

Kingdom. The U.K.’s drawn-out Brexit is 
further destabilizing Europe. This year 
will reveal whether May can negotiate a 
divorce from the European Union without 
crashing her island’s economy and spark¬ 
ing new strife in Northern Ireland. 

Then I would watch the two female Bal¬ 
tic presidents, Kersti Kaljulaid, of Estonia, 
and the re-elected Dalia Grybauskaite, of 
Lithuania. It takes particular skill to man¬ 
age Baltic affairs with Vladimir Putin’s 
Russia breathing down their necks and 
seeking to manipulate their politics, but 
the Baltic leaders have been managing as¬ 
tonishingly well. 

Speaking of Russia, I would watch Rus¬ 
sian presidential candidate Ksenia Sob¬ 
chak, a 36-year-old former TV star who 
has had the gall to challenge Putin in the 


March 18 presidential election. She will 
probably draw only a tiny percentage of 
the vote but has at least managed to insert 
some real issues into state-controlled TV 
coverage. (She is tolerated as a candidate, 
unlike the banned and far more potent op¬ 
position leader Alexei Navalny, because 
her dad was a friend of Putin’s and her un¬ 
threatening presence gives Putin cover to 
claim the election is free.) 

I would also recommend watching Tai¬ 
wanese President Tsai Ing-wen, who is 
not recognized as a sovereign leader by 
China or the United Nations. She has had 
to govern with a strong and steady hand 
to balance Beijing’s constant pressure and 
President Donald Trump’s Taiwan gaffes. 

And finally, it’s worth paying attention 
to the talented Michelle Bachelet, the first 
Chilean president since 1932 to win twice 
in the presidential elections, as well as New 
Zealand’s Jacinda Ardern, who at 37 is the 
youngest prime minister in the world. 

With such a tiny sample of women lead¬ 
ers, it’s hard to tell whether their per¬ 
formance is truly affected by gender or 
whether it reflects their countries’ cul¬ 
tures and histories in the same way it does 
for their male counterparts. 

But we will never know until the sample 
is vastly expanded. And, if the Gender Gap 
report is correct, that won’t happen in my 
lifetime or yours. 

Trudy Rubin is a columnist and editorial board 
member for The Philadelphia Inquirer. 


VA health data to transfer easier than DOD’s to new system 


By Tom Philpott 

Special to Stars and Stripes 

R ep. Phil Roe, R-Tenn., chairman 
of the House Veterans’ Affairs 
Committee, returned from a re¬ 
cent visit to Fairchild Air Force 
Base, Wash., alarmed that the Department 
of Veterans Affairs might have made a bad 
decision last June to replace its legacy elec¬ 
tronic health record system, VistA, with 
the same commercial off-the-shelf system 
that the military is adopting, starting with 
Pacific Northwest bases. 

“I came back blowing the bugle,” said 
Roe, a physician, who saw staff at Fairch¬ 
ild’s hospital frustrated at the MHS Gen¬ 
esis system in ways that recalled for Roe 
his experience years earlier shifting paper 
to electronic medical records. 

In this case, however, Fairchild physi¬ 
cians were frustrated that only minimal 
patient data had transferred from the 
Defense Department’s legacy system, 
AHLTA, into the Cerner Millennium ar¬ 
chitecture used in MHS Genesis. 

If the VA adopted the same system, Roe 
remembered fearing, physicians would 
have to spend two to three additional min¬ 
utes on each patient just looking into VistA 
data that Roe had expected would be trans¬ 
ferred into the new record system. 

“If I don’t have it all in front of me,” 
Roe said, “you’ve just added another hour 
to my day. You ask doctors today what’s 
frustrating them. It’s the damn electronic 
health system. It takes part of the joy out 
of medicine.” 

Roe said he feared that a lot of the ef¬ 
ficiency savings the VA expected to real¬ 
ize from modernizing electronic records 
would be lost by having to maintain the 
legacy system alongside the new system, 
perhaps for decades. 

That’s why Roe sounded retreat, he said. 
He’s put away his horn, however. 

VA Secretary David Shulkin, back in De¬ 
cember, paused contract negotiations and 
plans to piggyback onto the deployment 
of MHS Genesis for reasons unrelated to 
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physician frustrations Roe witnessed. In 
fact, Roe said, Shulkin soon reassured him 
that VA medical data won’t face the same 
transfer challenges as military patient 
data stored on AHLTA. Shulkin told him 
that contracting officials expect to be able 
to transfer up to five years of VA medical 
records into the new system for every pa¬ 
tient enrolled in VA health care, Roe said. 

“They should have everything perti¬ 
nent in there,” Roe said. “They will keep 
the rest of that information stored for legal 
purposes or, I guess, if they had to deep 
dive when somebody left information out 
or a disability claim that still needed to be 
data mined. But for the most part, if I’m a 
[VA] doc sitting in front of my screen, get¬ 
ting ready to see my patient, I’ll have ev¬ 
erything I need on one system.” 

Roe remains concerned that the Depart¬ 
ment of Defense will have to keep AHLTA 
accessible to medical staff for years longer 
than the VA will need to use VistA, even 
though the VA’s patient base is at least 
twice as large. 

What Roe discovered at Fairchild, how¬ 
ever, has been well known for years among 
architects of government electronic health 
records. Since at least 2009 when the 
Obama administration announced plans 
for a virtual lifetime record system using 
worldwide standards, the VA has taken 
more care than did the DOD to collect and 
store medical data in a common format, 
compatible with popular electronic record 
systems in the private sector. 

Defense officials knew they would face 
hurdles on data transfer when they signed 
the $4.3 billion, 10-year Defense Health¬ 
care Management System Modernization 
contract in July 2015, with Leidos Inc. 
tasked to deploy two popular commercial 
systems — Cerner Millennium for medical 
records and Dentrix Enterprise for dental 
— to modernize military health records. 


“DOD does not concede this will be a 
problem for us,” said Stacy Cummings, 
program executive officer for Defense 
Healthcare Management Systems. She ac¬ 
knowledged the VA and DOD are modern¬ 
izing different legacy models. The DOD, in 
fact, has three legacy electronic medical 
record systems in AHLTA, Essentris and 
CHCS, each of which manages health data 
differently. 

“As we transition to MHS Genesis,” 
Cummings said, “we will sunset legacy 
tools locally — at each medical facility 
— and once we have fully transitioned we 
will sunset the legacy programs at the en¬ 
terprise level.” 

Health care providers at military facili¬ 
ties, meanwhile, will continue to view leg¬ 
acy health data through the Joint Legacy 
Viewer, a clinical application created years 
ago to allow “read only” access to medical 
records stored by the DOD, VA and pri¬ 
vate-sector partners who participate in the 
common data viewer. 

MHS Genesis’ rollout began in February 
2017 at Fairchild and at Oak Harbor Naval 
Hospital, Wash., in June. Madigan Army 
Medical Center on Joint Base Lewis-Mc- 
Chord, Wash., and Naval Health Clinic 
Oak Harbor followed. Plans are to have the 
system fully deployed at these sites by 2019 
and throughout the military by 2022. 

Further expansion at these bases is in a 
planned pause for eight weeks while man¬ 
agers review more than 1,000 user com¬ 
plaints and make necessary adjustments 
to enhance the system, DOD and contract 
officials explained. 

Shulkin paused VA contract negotia¬ 
tions with the Leidos-Cerner team in De¬ 
cember so the not-for-profit MITRE Corp. 
could study the draft contract and identify 
issues. Roe said MITRE made many rec¬ 
ommendations. One would direct the VA, 
not Cerner, to own the connection portal, 
or API gateway, between community pro¬ 
viders and insurance companies. Another 
would require the VA to create an external 
panel to conduct annual interoperability 
assessments to judge how effective the new 


system is in accessing and transferring 
medical data. 

Patrick Flanders, chief information offi¬ 
cer for the military health system, said the 
requirement to keep medical records avail¬ 
able through AHLTA, at least through full 
deployment of Genesis, is tied to it being 
“an old system” with “poor” data. 

Some of the frustration Roe heard from 
providers at Fairchild are “part of just the 
growing pains” of using a new system in¬ 
stalled at targeted sites for the purpose 
of achieving initial operational capability, 
Flanders said. 

Adrian Atizado, deputy national legis¬ 
lative director with Disabled American 
Veterans, has been studying VA plans to 
piggyback on the DOD plan for modern¬ 
izing records, using the same contractors 
and architecture, applying DOD lessons 
learned and using the same staff that 
brings MHS Genesis to life. 

Atizado questioned whether the piggy¬ 
back arrangement can be sustained for too 
long if, in every region of the country, the 
VA can transition to the new health record 
system faster than the DOD because of 
ease of medical data transfer. 

If the VA had followed the DOD’s lead 
into Washington state, for example, would 
the VA have to delay its own progress mod¬ 
ernizing records at VA facilities in state 
while the DOD paused for weeks to fix user 
complaints at military hospitals, Atizado 
asked. “And if VA doesn’t rollout behind 
them, but in front, what will that do to VA 
costs?” 

Shulkin was expected to announce re¬ 
sumption of contract negotiations soon. 

Roe applauded the secretary’s caution 
on a contract estimated at $15 billion. 

“You know this is the biggest electronic 
rollout that anybody’s ever done. Biggest 
in the world,” Roe said. “And VA doesn’t 
have the greatest track record of rolling 
big stuff out on time and under budget. I 
can tell you that.” 

Send comments to Military Update, P.O. Box 
231111, Centreville, VA, 20120; email milupdate® 
aol.com; Twitter: @Military_Update. 
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword 



ACROSS 

1 Towboat 
4 Plot surprise 
9 Super Bowl org. 

12 Son-gun link 

13 Oscar de la — 

14 Tram load 

15 Obvious choice 

17 Service charge 

18 New Deal pres. 

19 More sizable 
21 Sold 

24 Creche figure 

25 Punk rock 
subgenre 

26 Squabble 
28 Swindle, old style 
31 Opulent 
33 Erie Canal mule 

35 NYC gallery 

36 Distend 
38 Blue 

40 Fanatic 

41 Actress Sorvino 
43“Honor Thy 

Father” author 
45 Unjust verdict 

47 Genetic letters 

48 Before 

49 “It’s not a 
problem” 

54 Light brown 

55 Origami bird 

3-12 

NJ JMNJ YDDJBHP VE SNUJT 

KDNGDUC, YNHT SDVSKD 

ADUD UVAGT NHG EBPMJBHP. 

AMNJ N UNWQVWC QNWQWC. 

Saturday’s Cryptoquip: AFTER YOU’VE 
COOKED PASTA, PLUNGE IT IN COLD WATER 
FOR ONLY A FEW SECONDS. DON’T OVERSINK IT. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: U equals R 


56 Baton Rouge 
sch. 

57 PC key 

58 Old anesthetic 

59 Jo’s sister 

DOWN 

1 Heavy weight 

2 ET’s craft 

3 Talk on and on 

4 Merchant 

5 Eccentrics 

6 Hostel 

7 Fulton’s power 

8 Runway surface 

9 Restricted 
airspace 

10 Gratis 

11 Ogler’s look 

16 “Mayberry —” 


20 Senior moment? 

21 Part of speech 

22 Actor Jannings 

23 Press conference 
answer 

27 Existed 

29 Flightless birds 

30 Cager Archibald 
32 Locks 

34 Military loo 
37 Stupor 
39 Peril 
42 Left, at sea 

44 Young fellow 

45 Test version 

46 Russian river 

50 “Humbug!” 

51 Stately tree 

52 Enzyme suffix 

53 Schlep 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 
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For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 


040 


Automotive 
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SCAM 

FADS 


Be aware of the common 
red flags. 



buy sight unseen and have 



SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Read STARS^STRIPES. online at 


www.stripes.com 


Autos for Sale 
- Germany 142 

Auto - Quality Pre-owned 
US SPEC Vehicles 
www. vilseckautosales.com 

Free Europe-wide delivery 
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Dental_902 


DENTAL HYGIENIST NEEDED 

for new clinic in Landstuhl. 
Part-time or full-time. Contact 
Landstuhl American Dentistry at 
(06371)560-8075 or 
info@americandentistry.net. 
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Sell Your Stuff! 


Take the fuss out of packing up 
for your next PCS —sell 
everything with Stripes 
free classifieds! 
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French bulldog puppies 

vaccinated, chipped with papers 
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"Winter in Garmisch!" 

Hotel Forsthaus Oberau 8 km 
N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst, 
dogs welcome. 08824-9120 

www.forsthaus-oberau.de 


Want a better picture? 


You’ll get one - just by reading 

Stars and Stripes military news coverage. 

In print . Online at stripes.com . 

Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 
No one covers the bases the way we do. 

STARSK^STRIPES. 

However you read us, wherever you need us. 




Be the one who really knows what’s going on! 


Never miss a Stars and Stripes. 

We report on issues that affect you the most, 
covering military news from 
Capitol Hill to Europe, Pacific , the 
Middle East and the Pentagon. 

No one covers the bases the way we do. 
Wherever you need us, however you read us: 
Stars and Stripes is always for you. 


STARS^STRIPES. 

In print • Online at stripes.com • Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad 






















































































Page 24 


mmnmfoim 


•Stars and Stripes* 


Monday, March 12,2018 



Support 
the mission 


When you’re serving at a base in Afghanistan or one of the Gulf States, an American newspaper is an 
important link to home. At an isolated location like that, you can develop a real hunger for world and 
national news, stories with a military focus... news that really matters to you. 

Stars and Stripes delivers thousands of papers a day downrange, seven days a week — and we count on 
financial support from our subscribers and advertisers to get those papers to our forward deployed forces. 
Why? Although part of the Department of Defense, Stars and Stripes is editorially independent and 
maintaining our independence demands that we meet most of our financial obligations through our 
own commercial activities. That means selling subscriptions and advertising. Your subscription can 
make a difference. Donating a mail subscription to a VA hospital or clinic can help even more. 

Subscribe today: Stripes.com/digital or email MemberServices@stripes.com for more information. 
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SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most | 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Auto racing 

1 

Tennis 

1 

College basketball 


DC Solar 200 

NASCAR XFINITY Series 
Saturday 
At ISM Raceway 
Avondale, Ariz. 

Lap length: 1.00 miles 
(Start position in parentheses) 

1. (2) Brad Keselowski, Ford, 200 laps, 0 
rating, 0 points. 

2. (1) Justin Allgaier, Chevrolet, 200, 0, 

3. (5) Kyle Busch, Toyota, 200, 0,0. 

' (4) Christopher Bell, Toyota, 200, 0, 

5. (6) Jamie McMurray, Chevrolet, 200, 
l, 0. 

6. (8) Daniel Hemric, Chevrolet, 200, 0, 


Valspar Championship 

Saturday 

At Innisbrook Resort (Copperhead Course) 

Palm Harbor, Fla. 

Purse: $6.5 million 
Yardage: 7,340; Par: 71 
Third Round 

Corey Conners 67-69-68-204 -9 

Justin Rose 70-69-66-205 -8 

Brandt Snedeker 70-68-67-205 -8 

Tiger Woods 70-68-67-205 -8 

Sam Burns 71-69-67-207 -6 

Patrick Reed 71-69-67-207 -6 

Rory Sabbatini 70-71-67-208 -5 

Tyrone Van Aswegen 75-65-68—208 -5 

Ryan Palmer 72-66-70-208 -5 

Kelly Kraft 68-70-70-208 -5 

Adam Scott 70-73-66-209 -4 

Russell Knox 69-74-66-209 -4 

Branden Grace 73-68-68—209 -4 

Trey Mullinax 72-68-69-209 -4 

Louis Oosthuizen 71-69-69-209 -4 

Webb Simpson 71-68-70-209 -4 

Paul Casey 70-68-71-209 -4 

Scott Stallings 72-73-65-210 -3 

William McGirt 71-70-69-210 -3 

Luke List 70-71-69-210 -3 

Zach Johnson 73-68-69-210 -3 

Blayne Barber 70-70-70-210 -3 

Bob Estes 70-70-70-210 -3 

Sean O’Hair 71-68-71-210 -3 

Sergio Garcia 70-72-69-211 -2 

Steve Strieker 70-71-70-211 -2 

Jason Kokrak 72-67-72-211 -2 

Abraham Ancer 72-73-67-212 -1 

J.B. Holmes 71-74-67-212 -1 

T.J. Vogel 73-70-69-212 -1 

Dominic Bozzelli 70-73-69-212 -1 

Jim Furyk 70-73-69-212 -1 

Cameron Smith 71-72-69-212 -1 

Austin Cook 73-70-69-212 -1 

Brice Garnett 73-69-70-212 -1 

Ryan Blaum 73-69-70-212 -1 

Adam Hadwin 71-70-71-212 -1 

Jimmy Walker 69-71-72-212 -1 

Keegan Bradley 69-70-73-212 -1 

Graeme McDowell 73-72-68-213 E 

Jamie Lovemark 72-73-68-213 E 

Robert Garrigus 76-68-69-213 E 

Sam Ryder 75-69-69-213 E 

Chari Schwartzel 70-73-70-213 E 

Toshiba Classic 

Champions Tour 
Saturday 

At Newport Beach CC 
Newport Beach, Calif. 

Purse: $1.8 million 
Yardage: 6,584; Par 71 

Second Round 

Tom Pernice Jr. 64-70-134 

Joe Durant 69-66-135 

Scott McCarron 67-68-135 

Vijay Singh 68-68-136 

Scott Verplank 67-69-136 

Fran Quinn 67-70-137 

Steve Jones 68-69-137 

Jerry Smith 71-67-138 

David Toms 72-66-138 

Mark Calcavecchia 69-69-138 

Tommy Tolies 67-71-138 

David Frost 67-71-138 

Scott Parel 67-71-138 

Rocco Mediate 71-68-139 

Jeff Brehaut 71-68-139 

Stephen Ames 72-67-139 

Esteban Toledo 70-69-139 

Kevin Sutherland 72-67-139 

Billy Andrade 72-67-139 

Woody Austin 69-70-139 

Michael Allen 69-70-139 

Mark O’Meara 69-70-139 

Jose Maria Olazabel 69-70-139 

Tom Byrum 68-71-139 

Joey Sindelar 67-72-139 

Carlos Franco 71-69-140 

Olin Browne 71-69-140 

JeffSIuman 72-68-140 

Jerry Kelly 70-70-140 

Todd Hamilton 70-70-140 

KenTanigawa 68-72-140 

Brandt Jobe 75-65-140 

LeeJanzen 71-70-141 

Paul Goydos 71-70-141 

John Daly 71-70-141 

Tim Petrovic 72-69-141 

Michael Bradley 71-70-141 

Scott Dunlap 71-70-141 

John Cook 72-69-141 

Miguel Angel Jimenez 70-71—141 

Fred Funk 69-72-141 

Billy Mayfair 74-67-141 

Glen Day 68-73-141 

Tom Lehman 68-73—141 

Indian Open 

Saturday 

At DLF Golf & Country Club 
New Delhi 
Purse: $1.75 million 
Yardage: 7,417; Par: 72 
Third Round 
Matt Wallace, England 69-70-70-209 

S. Sharma, India 73-64-72-209 

S. Gallacher, Scotland 72-71-67-210 

A. Johnson, England 72-66-73-211 


o. uuie uusier, ruiu, zuu, u, 4/. 

9. (24) Elliott Sadler, Chevrolet, 199, 0 

!8. 

10. (40) Tyler Reddick, Chevrolet, 199, 0 
!7. 

11. (10) Brandon Jones, Toyota, 199, 0 
19. 

12. (17) Kaz Grala, Ford, 199, 0, 28. 

13. (14) Ty Dillon, Chevrolet, 199,0,0. 

14. (12) Spencer Gallagher, Chevrolet 


id. Muslim uinunu, ruru, iss, u, zi. 
17. (15) Michael Annett, Chevrolet, 199 


s Chastain, Chevrolet, 199 

l, 18. 

20. (21) Jeremy Clements, Chevrolet 


>, Chevrolet, 198, 0, 
15. 

23. (20) Dylan Lupton, Ford, 198, 0,14. 

24. (19) Joey Gase, Chevrolet, 197, 0,13. 

25. (23) Ryan Sieg, Chevrolet, 197,0,12. 

26. (26) BJ McLeod, Chevrolet, 196,0,11. 

27. (27) Tommy Joe Martins, Chevrolet, 
195, 0,10. 

28. (31) Garrett Smithley, Chevrolet, 195, 
0,9. 

29. (28) Josh Williams, Chevrolet, 194, 

0 , 8 . 

30. (34) Spencer Boyd, Chevrolet, 194, 
0, 7. 

31. (32) Stephen Leicht, Toyota, 193, 0, 

6 . 

32. (39) Josh Bilicki, Toyota, 193,0,5. 

33. (33) Vinnie Miller, Chevrolet, 192, 0, 

' 34. (38) Timmy Hill, Dodge, 190, 0, 3. 

35. (37) Mike Harmon, Dodge, 185,0, 2. 

36. (36) Chad Finchum, Chevrolet, en¬ 
gine, 104, 0,1. 

37. (29) Morgan Shepherd, Chevrolet, 
brakes, 56,0,1. 

38. (35) Matt Mills, Chevrolet, accident, 
54, 0,1. 

39. (30) David Starr, Chevrolet, engine, 
24, 0,1. 

40. (25) Jeff Green, Chevrolet, brakes, 
18, 0,1. 

Race Statistics 

Average Speed of Winner: 103.019 mph. 

Margin of Victory: 0.530 seconds. 

Caution Flags: 4 for 24 laps. 

Lead Changes: 10 among 6 drivers. 

■- ’AMg-’- ' 


Lap Leaders: J.AIIgaier 

B.Keselowski 11-33; J.AIIgaier 


Igaier 1-10; 
llgaier 34-49; 
T.Reddick 50-53; K.Busch 54-92; J.AIIgaier 
93-142; B.Keselowski 143-163; C.Bell 164- 
168; T.Reddick 169-170; K.Grala 171-178; 
B.Keselowski 179-200 

Leaders Summary (Driver, Times 
Led, Laps Led): J.AIIgaier, 3 times for 73 
laps; B.Keselowski, 3 times for 63 laps; 
K.Busch, 1 time for 38 laps; K.Grala, 1 
time for 7 laps; T.Reddick, 2 times for 4 
laps; C.Bell, 1 time for 4 laps. 

Wins: B.Keselowski, 1; T.Reddick, 1. 
Top 10 in Points: 1. E.Sadler, 151; 2. 
T.Reddick, 150; 3. J.AIIgaier, 144; 4. C.Bell, 
143; 5. D.Hemric, 130; 6. S.Gallagher, 117; 
7. BJones, 115; 8. R.Truex, 114; 9. R.Reed, 
107; 10. M.Tifft, 103. 


College baseball 


M. Schwab, Austria 
E. Grillo, Argentina 
S. Kim, United States 
P. Larrazabal, Spain 


71-72-68-211 

65-68-78-211 

70-70-72-212 

67-71-74-212 


Saturday’s scores 

EAST 

Hofstra 9, UMBC 6 

Hofstra 11, Mount St. Mary’s 0 

SOUTH 

Alderson-Broaddus at Bellarmine, 
ccd. 

Baruch 1-1, Finlandia 0-2, 2nd game, 8 
innings 

Belmont 6, E. Kentucky 4 
Bethel (Tenn.) 4, Brewton-Parker 0 
Catawba 5, Carson-Newman 2 
Clemson 7, Georgia Tech 3 
High Point 8, Ohio St. 4 
Kentucky 11, Texas Tech 6 
Kentucky St. at Kentucky Christian, 
ccd. 

Kentucky Wesleyan 10-7, Urbana 5-0 
Lincoln Memorial 4-15, Tusculum 0-7 
Lipscomb 7, Michigan 4 
Louisville 6, North Carolina 4 
Madonna at Georgetown (Ky.), ccd. 
Maryville (Tenn.) 4, Huntingdon 1 
Miami 9-5, Notre Dame 0-9, 2nd game, 
10 innings 

NC State 2-3, Boston College 1-11 
Oglethorpe 12-3, Centre 11-4 
Point Park 5-7, Brescia 2-1 
Roosevelt 9, Lindsey Wilson 7 
Sewanee 18, MUW 10 
Sterling at Cumberland (Tenn.), ccd. 
Trevecca Nazarene 7, Drury 5 
Union (Ky.) 10, Tenn. Wesleyan 9 
Virginia 3-2, Duke 0-3, 2nd game, 11 
innings 

Virginia Tech 3-10, Pittsburgh 1-15 
W. Kentucky 5, Bowling Green 4 
Wake Forest 4-8, Florida St. 3-1 
West Virginia 8, Middle Tennessee 4 


BNP Paribas Open 

Saturday 

At The Indian Wells Tennis Garden 
Indian Wells, Calif. 

Purse: Men: $7.97 million (Masters 
1000); 

Women: $8.65 million (Premier) 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 
Singles 
Men 

Second Round 

Dominic Thiem (5), Austria, def. Stefa- 
nos Tsitsipas, Greece, 6-2, 3-6, 6-3. 

Thomas Berdych (12), Czech Republic, 
def. Maximilian Marterer, Germany, 6-1, 

6- 4. 

Pablo Cuevas (30), Uruguay, def. Denis 
Shapovalov, Canada, 7-6 (4), 6-3. 

Jeremy Chardy, France, def. Fabio Fog- 
nini (16), Italy, 4-6, 7-6 (2), 6-4. 

Kevin Anderson (7), South Africa, def. 
Evgeny Donskoy, Russia, 7-5, 6-4. 

Taylor Fritz, United States, def. Andrey 
Rublev (27), Russia, 6-4, 7-6 (4). 

Roberto Bautista Agut (13), Spain, def. 
Jared Donaldson, United States, 6-4,6-2. 

Daniil Medvedev, Russia, def. Matteo 
Berrettini, Italy, 6-7 (6), 7-5, 6-4. 

Nicolas Kicker, Argentina, def. Damir 
Dzumhur (26), Bosnia and Herzegovina, 
4-6, 6-2, 6-1. 

Fernando Verdasco, Spain, def. Grigor 
Dimitrov (3), Bulgaria, 7-6 (4), 4-6, 6-3. 

Chung Hyeon (23), South Korea, def. 
Dusan Lajovic, Serbia, 6-7 (9), 6-3, 6-3. 

Pablo Carreno Busta (11), Spain, def. 
Horacio Zeballos, Argentina, 3-6, 6-3, 7-6 
(3). 

Borna Coric, Croatia, def. Albert Ra- 
mos-Vinolas (19), Spain, 6-0, 6-3. 

Filip Krajinovic (25), Serbia, def. Mitch¬ 
ell Kruger, United States, 6-2, 6-2. 

Adrian Mannarino (20), France, def. 
Peter Polansky, Canada, 6-1, 6-4. 

Women 
Second Round 

Danielle Collins, United States, def. 
Madison Keys (15), United States, 6-3, 

7- 6 (1). 

Aliaksandra Sasnovich, Belarus, def. 
Annett Kontaveit (28), Estonia, 6-2, 6-4. 

Elina Svitolina (4), Ukraine, def. Mona 
Barthel, Germany, 6-4,6-3. 

Carla Suarez Navarro (27), Spain, def. 
Hsieh Su-wei, Taiwan, 6-4, 2-6, 6-3. 

Sofya Zhuk, Russia, def. Magdalena 
Rybarikova (18), Slovakia, 6-3, 2-6, 7-5. 

Venus Williams (8), United States, def. 
Sorana Cirstea, Romania, 6-3, 6-4. 

Julia Goerges (12), Germany, def. Na¬ 
talia Vikhlyantseva, Russia, 6-4, 6-1. 

Daria Kasatkina (20), Russia, def. Kat¬ 
erina Siniakova, Czech Republic, 6-2, 5-2 
retired. 

Serena Williams, United States, def. 
Kiki Bertens (29), Netherlands, 7-6 (5), 
7-5. 

Elena Vesnina (24), Russia, def. CiCi 
Beilis, United States, 2-6,6-1, 6-1. 

Anastasija Sevastova (21), Latvia, def. 
Monica Puig, Puerto Rico, 6-2,2-6, 6-1. 

Daria Gavrilova (26), Australia, def. Ya¬ 
nina Wickmayer, Belgium, 7-6 (3), 6-2. 

Caroline Wozniacki (2), Denmark, def. 
Lara Arruabarrena, Spain, 6-4,6-1. 

Caroline Garcia (7), France, def. Jenni¬ 
fer Brady, United States, 6-4, 6-4. 


Saturday’s transactions 

BASEBALL 

MLB — Suspended Kansas City Royals 
OF Jorge Bonifacio for 80 games suspen¬ 
sion without pay after testing positive for 
a performance-enhancing substance in 
violation of Major League Baseball’s Joint 
Drug Prevention and Treatment Program. 

American League 

KANSAS CITY ROYALS - Signed 3B 
Mike Moustakas to a one-year contract. 

NEW YORK YANKEES - Optioned RHP 
Domingo Acevedo to Trenton (EL). Reas¬ 
signed RHP Brian Keller to their minor 
league camp. 

National League 

COLORADO ROCKIES - Optioned RHP 
Zach Jemiola to Albuquerque (PCL), and 
RHP Jesus Tinoco, C Chris Rabago and 
OF Yonathan Daza to Hartford (EL). Reas¬ 
signed RHP Peter Lambert, C Dorn Nunez 
and OF Sam Hilliard to their minor league 

C£L SAN DIEGO PADRES - Agrred to terms 
with RHPs Miguel Diaz, Dinelson Lamet, 
Walker Lockett, Phil Maton, Bryan Mitch¬ 
ell, Luis Perdomo, Colin Rea, Rowan Wick, 
LHPs Buddy Baumann, Jose Castillo, Kyle 
McGrath, Matt Strahm, Jose Torres, Brad 
Wieck, INFs Carlos Asuaje, Allen Cor¬ 
doba, Javy Guerra, Christian Villanueva, 
OFs Franchy Cordero, Alex Dickerson, 
Travis Jankowski, Manuel Margot, Jose 
Pirela, Hunter Renfroe and Cs Austin 
Hedges and Luis Torrens. 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

ATLANTA FALCONS - Signed CB Blidi 
Wreh-Wilson to a one-year contract ex¬ 
tension. 

DETROIT LIONS - Re-signed DE Kerry 
Hyder and LS Don Muhlbach. 

NEW YORK GIANTS - Released P Brad 
Wing. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

CHICAGO BLACKHAWKS - Recalled F 
John Hayden from Rockford (AHL). 

ST. LOUIS BLUES - Recalled D Chris 
Butler from San Antonio (AHL). 

COLLEGE 

GEORGIA - Fired men’s basketball 
coach Mark Fox. 

UCONN - Fired men’s basketball 
coach Kevin Ollie. 


Saturday’s men’s scores 

TOURNAMENT 
America East Conference 
Championship 
UMBC 65, Vermont 62 

American Athletic Conference 
Semifinals 

Cincinnati 70, Memphis 60 
Houston 77, Wichita St. 74 

Atlantic 10 Conference 
Semifinals 

Davidson 82, St. Bonaventure 70 
Rhode Island 90, Saint Joseph’s 87 

Atlantic Coast Conference 
Championship 

Virginia 71, North Carolina 63 

Big 12 Conference 
Championship 
Kansas 81, West Virginia 70 
Big East Conference 
Championship 

Villanova 76, Providence 66, OT 

Big Sky Conference 
Championship 

Montana 82, E. Washington 65 

Big West Conference 
Championship 

Cal St.-Fullerton 71, UC Irvine 55 

Conference USA 
Championship 
Marshall 67, W. Kentucky 66 
Ivy League 
First Round 
Harvard 74, Cornell 55 
Penn 80, Yale 57 

Mid-American Conference 
Championship 
Buffalo 76, Toledo 66 
Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference 
Championship 
NC Central 71, Hampton 63 

Mountain West Conference 
Championship 

San Diego St. 82, New Mexico 75 

NCAA Div. II 
First Round 

Barry 90, West Florida 73 
Bellarmine 82, Truman St. 65 
Bloomfield 91, St. Thomas Aquinas 78 
Claflin 72, Clark Atlanta 61 
Clayton St. 75, Carson-Newman 69 
East Stroudsburg 78, Gannon 69 
Eckerd 85, Valdosta St. 81 
Ferris St. 75, Ohio Dominican 57 
Findlay 84, Drury 65 
Florida Southern 98, Morehouse 97, 
)T 

Lake Superior St. 81, Hillsdale 67 
LeMoyne 75, Jefferson 57 
Lincoln Memorial 90, King (Tenn.) 78 
Merrimack 85, Bridgeport 70 
Queens (NC) 90, Lees-McRae 69 
Regis 87, Dallas Baptist 82 
SW Minn. St. 81, Missouri Southern 77 
St. Cloud St. 81, S. Nazarene 68 
St. Rose 83, St. Anselm 71 
Texas A&M Comm. 78, Fort Lewis 62 
UNC Pembroke 75, Francis Marion 72 
Virginia St. 81, Virginia Union 76 
W. Texas A&M 79, Colorado Mines 65 
West Chester 82, Wheeling Jesuit 77 
Second Round 

Cal Baptist 72, Azusa Pacific 68 
W. Oregon 77, St. Martin’s 55 

NCAA Div. Ill 
Quarterfinals 

Nebraska Wesleyan 130, Whitman 97 
Ramapo 68, MIT 66 
Springfield 74, Swarthmore 62 
Wis.-Oshkosh 95, Augustana (III.) 88, OT 

Pacific-12 Conference 
Championship 

Arizona 75, Southern Cal 61 


Southeastern Conference 
Semifinals 

Kentucky 86, Alabama 63 
Tennessee 84, Arkansas 66 

Southland Conference 
Championship 

Stephen F. Austin 59, SE Louisiana 55 

Southwestern Athletic Conference 
Championship 

Texas Southern 84, Ark.-Pine Bluff 67 

Sun Belt Conference 
Semifinals 

Georgia St. 73, Georgia Southern 67 
Texas-Arlington 71, La.-Lafayette 68 

Western Athletic Conference 
Championship 

New Mexico St. 72, Grand Canyon 58 

Saturday’s women’s scores 

TOURNAMENT 
Big Sky Conference 
Championship 
N. Colorado 91, Idaho 69 

Big South Conference 
Semifinals 

Liberty 78, High Point 54 
UNC Asheville 60, Radford 50 

Big West Conference 
Championship 

CS Northridge 63, UC Davis 55 

Colonial Athletic Association 
Championship 
Elon 57, Drexel 45 

Conference USA 
Championship 
W. Kentucky 72, UAB 57 
Ivy League 
First Round 
Penn 57, Harvard 52 
Princeton 78, Yale 57 

Mid-American Conference 
Championship 
Cent. Michigan 96, Buffalo 91 
Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference 
Championship 
NC A&T 72, Hampton 65 

Missouri Valley Conference 
Semifinals 

Drake 68, S. Illinois 59 
N. Iowa 70, Missouri St. 58 

NCAA II Tournament 
Second Round 

Alaska-Anchorage 81, Humboldt St. 73 
Ashland 80, Grand Valley St. 68 
Augustana (SD) 90, Northern State 86 
Bowie St. 79, Edinboro 75 
Carson-Newman 96, Lander 85 
Cent. Missouri 66, Fort Hays St. 59 
Drury 63, Lewis 49 
Indiana (Pa.) 88, Glenville St. 68 
Lubbock Christian 61, Angelo St. 59 
North Georgia 78, Wingate 75 
Sciences (Pa.) 61, Bentley 54 
Stonehill 63, St. Thomas Aquinas 52 
Union (Tenn.) 74, Embry-Riddle 59 
Valdosta St. 63, Lee 57 
West Texas A&M 70, Metro St. 60 
NCAA III Tournament 
Quarterfinals 
Amherst 62, Rochester 38 
Bowdoin 66, Messiah 48 
Thomas More 72, Hope 57 
Wartburg 65, E. Texas Baptist 61 
Southland Conference 
Semifinals 

Nicholls 74, Lamar 68 

Stephen F. Austin 70, Cent. Arkansas 60 

Southwestern Athletic Conference 

Championship 

Grambling St. 72, Southern U. 68 

Sun Belt Conference 
Semifinals 

Texas St. 62, Louisiana-Lafayette 56 
UALR 66, Troy 63 


College hockey I Pro soccer 


Saturday’s scores 

TOURNAMENT 
Atlantic Hockey Conference 
Quarterfinals 

Mercyhurst 3, Sacred Heart 2, OT, Mer- 
cyhurst wins series 2-0 

American International 2,Canisius 1, 
OT, series tied 1-1 

Robert Morris 5, Holy Cross 1, Robert 
Morris wins series 2-0 

Army 1, Air Force 0, series tied 1-1 

Big Ten Conference 
Semifinals 

Notre Dame 3, Penn State 2 

Ohio State 3, Michigan 2, OT 

ECAC 

Quarterfinals 

Cornell 2, Quinnipiac 0, Cornell wins 
series 2-0 

Princeton 3, Union (NY) 2, Princeton 
wins series 2-0 

Clarkson 3, Colgate 0, series tied 1-1 

Harvard 7, Dartmouth 1, series tied 1-1 

Hockey East 
Quarterfinals 

Boston U. 2, UConn 1, Boston U. wins 
series 2-0 

Providence 3, Maine 2, Providence wins 
series 2-0 

Northeastern 7, UMass 2, Northeastern 
wins series 2-0 

Boston College 4, Merrimack 3, OT, Bos¬ 
ton College wins series 2-0 

National Collegiate Hockey Conference 
Quarterfinals 

Minnesota-Duluth 2, Western Michigan 
0, Minnesota-Duluth wins series 2-0 

Miami (Ohio) 3, St. Cloud State 2, OT, 
series tied 1-1 

North Dakota 4, Omaha 3, OT, North Da¬ 
kota wins series 2-0 

Denver 3, Colorado College 2, series 
tied 1-1 

Western Collegiate Hockey Association 
Semifinals 

Bowling Green 1, Northern Michigan 0, 
series tied 1-1 

Michigan Tech 4, Minnesota State 2, 
series tied 1-1 


MLS 


Columbus 

New York i u u j 4 u 

New York City FC 1 0 0 3 2 0 

Philadelphia 1 0 0 3 2 0 

New England 1 1 0 3 2 3 

D.C. United 0 0 1 111 

Orlando City 011 123 

Chicago 0 1 0 0 3 4 

Montreal 0 2 0 0 3 5 

Toronto FC 0 1 0 0 0 2 

Atlanta United FC 0 1 0 0 0 4 

Western Conference 

W L T Pts GF GA 

Los Angeles FC 2 0 0 6 6 1 

Vancouver 200 642 

Houston 1 1 0 3 5 2 

San Jose 1 0 0 3 3 2 

LA Galaxy 1 0 0 3 2 1 

Minnesota United 1 1 0 3 4 4 

Sporting KC 1 1 0 3 4 5 

FC Dallas 0 0 1 111 

Real Salt Lake 011 126 

Colorado 0 10 0 12 

Seattle 0 1 0 0 0 1 

Portland 0 2 0 0 1 6 

Note: Three points for victory, one 
point for tie. 

Saturday, March 10 
Columbus 3, Montreal 2 
New England 2, Colorado 1 
Los Angeles FC 5, Real Salt Lake 1 
Sporting Kansas City 4, Chicago 3 
Vancouver 2, Houston 1 
New York 4, Portland 0 
Minnesota United 2, Orlando City 1 
Sunday, March 11 
D.C. United at Atlanta United FC 
LA Galaxy at New York City FC 
Saturday, March 17 
Houston at D.C. United 
Chicago at Minnesota United 
Columbus at Philadelphia 
Toronto FC at Montreal 
Orlando City at New York City FC 
Vancouver at Atlanta United FC 
San Jose at Sporting Kansas City 
New York at Real Salt Lake 
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NBA 



Brandon Wade/AP 


Mavericks forward Doug McDermott battles Memphis Grizzlies forward Deyonta Davis, right, and guard 
Ben McLemore, left, for space during the second half of Saturday’s game. Dallas won 114-80. 

Roundup 


Grizzlies drop 17th straight 


Associated Press 

DALLAS — Harrison Barnes scored 25 points 
and the Dallas Mavericks beat Memphis 114-80 
on Saturday night, extending the Grizzlies’ losing 
streak to 17 games. 

The Grizzlies (18-48), who have the longest los¬ 
ing streak in the NBA this season and the league’s 
worst record, trailed by 26 points after shooting 26 
percent in the first half and didn’t lead after the 9:20 
mark of the first quarter. 

The only longer losing streaks in franchise his¬ 
tory were skids of 23 and 19 games in the expansion 
season of 1995-96 in Vancouver. It’s the longest los¬ 
ing streak in Memphis pro basketball history. 

Dillon Brooks led the Grizzlies with 17 points, and 
JaMychal Green had 14 points and 10 rebounds. 

The Mavericks (21-45), also among the NBA’s 
worst teams, allowed their fewest points in any half 
this season while building a 56-30 halftime lead 
on the way to their largest margin of victory this 
season. 

Thunder 104, Spurs 94: Russell Westbrook 
scored 21 points and posted his 19th triple-double 
of the season to help host Oklahoma City defeat San 
Antonio. 

Westbrook had 12 rebounds and 10 assists in the 
98th triple-double of his career. 

Heat 129, Wizards 102: James Johnson scored 
20 points, Wayne Ellington added 17 and Miami 
ran away in the third quarter to beat visiting 
Washington. 

Tyler Johnson, Josh Richardson, Rodney Mc- 
Gruder and Kelly Olynyk all scored 13 for the Heat, 
who never trailed and outscored Washington 43- 
28 in the third. That was Miami’s highest-scoring 
quarter in a regular-season contest since Oct. 30, 
2013 — 394 games ago. 

Dwyane Wade got the 8,000th field goal of his 
career in the first half, but left less than a minute 
into the fourth quarter with what was diagnosed as a 
mild left hamstring strain. He doesn’t expect to play 
on Monday when the Heat start a three-game road 
trip in Portland. 

Hornets 122, Suns 115: Dwight Howard had 
30 points and 12 rebounds, Nic Batum flirted with 
a triple-double and host Charlotte held on to beat 
Phoenix and snap a five-game losing streak. 



Lynne Sladky/AP 


Heat center Kelly Olynyk, right, blocks a shot by 
the Washington Wizards’ Bradley Beal on Saturday 
in Miami. The Heat won 129-102. 

Batum added 29 points, 12 rebounds and seven as¬ 
sists and Marvin Williams chipped in with 16 points 
as the Hornets won despite nearly squandering a 
22-point fourth quarter lead to a Suns team playing 
without star Devin Booker. 

Clippers 113, Magic 105: Lou Williams scored 
25 points and Tobias Harris had 21, as Los Angeles 
pulled away in the fourth quarter for a victory over 
visiting Orlando. 

The Clippers moved a half-game ahead of Denver 
and Utah in the race for the final Western Confer¬ 
ence playoff spot. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Atlantic Division 


48 17 .738 - 

46 20 .697 2'/2 

35 29 .547 12'/2 

24 42 .364 24'/ 2 

- - .318 27'/2 


x-Toronto 
x-Boston 
Philadelphia 
New York 

Brooklyn 21 45 

Southeast Division 

Washington 38 29 .567 

Miami 36 31 .537 

Charlotte 29 38 .433 

Atlanta ?n 4fi .ara 

Orlando 


Cleveland 

Indiana 

Milwaukee 

Detroit 

Chicago 


Central Division 

38 27 .585 

38 28 .576 

35 31 .530 

30 36 .455 

22 43 .338 


Western Conference 

Southwest Division 


Houston 
New Orleans 
San Antonio 


51 14 .785 - 

38 27 .585 13 

37 29 .561 14'/2 

21 45 .318 30'/2 

18 48 .273 331/2 


.554 14'/2 

29 36 .446 21V4 
21 45 .318 30 


Memphis 

Northwest Division 

Portland 40 26 .606 - 

Oklahoma City 39 29 .574 2 

Minnesota 38 29 .567 2! 

Denver 36 30 .545 4 

Utah 36 30 .545 4 

Pacific Division 

Golden State 51 15 .773 

L.A. Clippers 
L.A. Lakers 
Sacramento 

Phoenix 19 49 .279 33 

x-clinched playoff spot 

Friday’s games 
Detroit 99, Chicago 83 
Indiana 112, Atlanta 87 
Toronto 108, Houston 105 
Milwaukee 120, New York 112 
Utah 95, Memphis 78 
Washington 116, New Orleans 97 
Denver 125, L.A. Lakers 116 
Portland 125, Golden State 108 
Sacramento 94, Orlando 88 
L.A. Clippers 116, Cleveland 102 
Saturday's games 
Charlotte 122, Phoenix 115 
Miami 129, Washington 102 
Dallas 114, Memphis 80 
Oklahoma City 104, San Antonio 94 
L.A. Clippers 113, Orlando 105 
Sunday’s games 
Toronto at New York 
Chicago at Atlanta 
Golden State at Minnesota 
Utah at New Orleans 
Sacramento at Denver 
Houston at Dallas 
Indiana at Boston 
Philadelphia at Brooklyn 
Cleveland at L.A. Lakers 

Monday’s games 
Milwaukee at Memphis 
Sacramento at Oklahoma City 
San Antonio at Houston 
Miami at Portland 

Tuesday’s games 
Indiana at Philadelphia 
Minnesota at Washington 
Dallas at New York 
Oklahoma City at Atlanta 
Toronto at Brooklyn 
Charlotte at New Orleans 
L.A. Clippers at Chicago 
Orlando at San Antonio 
Detroit at Utah 
Cleveland at Phoenix 
Denver at L.A. Lakers 

Saturday 

Clippers 113, Magic 105 

ORLANDO - Hezonja 2-4 0-0 5, Isaac 

4- 10 0-0 9, Vucevic 8-20 0-0 17, Augustin 

5- 10 8-9 19, Simmons 7-13 8-10 24, Iwundu 
1-5 1-2 3, Birch 1-3 0-0 2, Biyombo 2-5 0-0 
4, Mack 6-11 2-4 16, Purvis 2-3 2-2 6. To¬ 
tals 38-84 21-27 105. 

L.A. CLIPPERS - Thornwell 2-2 2-2 6, 
Harris 8-15 4-5 21, Jordan 2-5 5-6 9, Riv¬ 
ers 5-11 0-0 11, L.Williams 10-22 2-3 25, 
Johnson 2-2 2-2 6, Harrell 4-5 5-6 13, Mar- 
janovic 1-3 0-0 2, Teodosic 5-10 4-4 15, Ev¬ 
ans 2-3 0-0 5. Totals 41-78 24-28 113. 
Orlando 27 31 31 16-105 

L.A. Clippers 30 26 31 26-113 

Three-Point Goals—Orlando 8-24 
(Mack 2-3, Simmons 2-3, Hezonja 1-2, 
Isaac 1-4, Vucevic 1-4, Augustin 1-6, 
Iwundu 0-1, Purvis 0-1), L.A. Clippers 7-18 
(L.Williams 3-6, Evans 1-2, Rivers 1-3, Har¬ 
ris 1-3, Teodosic 1-4). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Orlando 33 (Vucevic 10), L.A. 
Clippers 41 (Jordan 18). Assists—Orlando 
20 (Simmons 7), L.A. Clippers 17 (Teo¬ 
dosic 7). Total Fouls—Orlando 19, L.A. 
Clippers 20. Technicals—L.A. Clippers 
coach Clippers (Defensive three second), 
Harrell. A-16,561 (19,060). 

Thunder 104, Spurs 94 

SAN ANTONIO - Anderson 3-7 0-2 6, 
Aldridge 5-16 1-2 11, Gasol 3-8 0-0 8, Mur¬ 
ray 4-10 0-0 9, Mills 2-6 0-0 6, Gay 7-14 0-0 
14, Bertans 4-6 3-3 14, Lauvergne 2-2 0-0 
4, Parker 3-6 0-0 6, Forbes 4-6 0-0 10, Gino- 
bili 0-0 0-0 0, Green 2-4 0-0 4, Paul 1-1 0-0 
2. Totals 40-86 4-7 94. 

OKLAHOMA CITY - George 4-16 2-2 

11, Anthony 1-8 0-0 2, Adams 4-8 0-0 8, 
Westbrook 7-15 7-11 21, Brewer 4-7 2-2 

12, Huestis 2-4 0-0 5, Grant 5-5 4-7 15, Col- 
lison 3-5 1-2 7, Patterson 4-7 0-0 10, Felton 
1-5 0-0 2, Abrines 4-6 0-0 11. Totals 39-86 
16-24 104. 

San Antonio 19 24 25 26- 94 

Oklahoma City 24 28 25 27-104 


Three-Point Goals—San Antonio 10- 
20 (Bertans 3-5, Forbes 2-2, Mills 2-3, 
Gasol 2-4, Murray 1-2, Gay 0-1, Aldridge 
0-1, Anderson 0-2), Oklahoma City 10- 
28 (Abrines 3-4, Brewer 2-2, Patterson 
2-4, Grant 1-1, Huestis 1-3, George 1-8, 
Westbrook 0-1, Felton 0-2, Anthony 0-3). 
Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—San Anto¬ 
nio 43 (Gasol, Aldridge 7), Oklahoma City 
50 (Westbrook 12). Assists—San Antonio 
26 (Ginobili 6), Oklahoma City 24 (West- 


Mavericks 114, Grizzlies 80 

MEMPHIS - Brooks 6-15 4-6 17, Green 
5-13 3-3 14, Martin 4-12 4-5 13, Simmons 

2- 12 0-0 4, McLemore 4-6 1-2 10, Parsons 

3- 8 0-0 9, Rabb 2-5 1-1 5, Johnson 2-3 0-0 
4, Davis 1-4 0-0 2, Rathan-Mayes 1-6 0-0 2. 
Totals 30-84 13-17 80. 

DALLAS - Barnes 7-13 10-11 25, Nowit- 
zki 1-9 0-0 2, Powell 4-6 7-8 15, Barea 8-11 

2- 2 20, Matthews 2-7 1-2 6, McDermott 7-10 

3- 4 20, Finney-Smith 2-5 2-2 7, Kleber 2-4 

3- 4 8, Mejri 1-1 0-0 2, Ferrell 3-9 2-2 9, Col- 
linsworth 0-2 0-0 0. Totals 37-77 30-35 114. 

Memphis 13 17 33 17- 80 

Dallas 31 25 28 30-114 

Three-Point Goals—Memphis 7-18 (Par¬ 
sons 3-5, Brooks 1-2, Green 1-2, McLemore 

1- 2, Martin 1-2, Simmons 0-1, Rathan- 
Mayes 0-4), Dallas 10-29 (McDermott 3-4, 
Barea 2-4, Kleber 1-2, Barnes 1-3, Finney- 
Smith 1-3, Matthews 1-4, Ferrell 1-4, Nowit- 
zki 0-5). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds— 
Memphis 41 (Green 10), Dallas 52 (Powell 
10). Assists—Memphis 19 (Parsons, Sim¬ 
mons 4), Dallas 21 (Ferrell 6). Total Fouls— 
Memphis 24, Dallas 18. A-19,579 (19,200). 

Heat 129, Wizards 102 

WASHINGTON - Porter Jr. 5-9 0-0 10, 
Morris 2-4 0-0 4, Gortat 1-6 1-2 3, Satoran- 
sky 2-7 5-7 9, Beal 5-12 3-3 14, Oubre Jr. 

2- 7 6-8 11, Smith 3-5 0-0 6, Scott 2-3 3-4 
7, Sessions 4-8 3-4 12, Frazier 1-1 0-0 3, 
Meeks 7-15 6-6 23. Totals 34-77 27-34 102. 

MIAMI — Richardson 6-60-013, JJohnson 
8-9 3-3 20, Adebayo 3-5 0-2 6, Dragic 4-6 1-1 

10, TJohnson 6-10 1-1 13, Babbitt 0-3 0-0 0, 
Winslow 5-9 0-310, Haslem 1-3 0-0 2, Olynyk 

4- 5 5-513, Mickey 2-4 0-0 4, Ellington 5-113- 
4 17, McGruder 5-6 0-0 13, Wade 3-11 2-2 8. 
Totals 52-88 15-21129. 

Washington 20 28 28 26-102 

Miami 26 34 43 26-129 

Three-Point Goals—Washington 7-20 
(Meeks 3-6, Frazier 1-1, Sessions 1-2, Beal 
1-2, Oubre Jr. 1-4, Morris 0-1, Smith 0-1, Sa- 
toransky 0-1, Porter Jr. 0-2), Miami 10-28 
(Ellington 4-9, McGruder 3-4, Dragic 1-1, 
Richardson 1-1, JJohnson 1-2, Haslem 0-1, 
Winslow 0-1, Babbitt 0-2, Mickey 0-2, Wade 
0-2, T.Johnson 0-3). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Washington 40 (Oubre Jr. 6), Mi¬ 
ami 42 (Olynyk 11). Assists—Washington 
22 (Frazier 6), Miami 27 (JJohnson 5). To¬ 
tal Fouls—Washington 20, Miami 25. Tech- 
nicals—Wade, Dragic. A-19,689 (19,600). 

Hornets 122, Suns 115 

PHOENIX - Daniels 6-15 0-0 17, Bender 
4-85-6 16, Chandler 3-3 1-2 7, Payton 7-13 0- 
0 14, Harrison 6-10 1-3 14, Dudley 3-5 1-2 10, 
Chriss 3-8 0-0 7, Len 0-2 3-4 3, Ulis 5-11 0-0 

11, Reed 5-8 2-2 16. Totals 42-83 13-19 115. 
CHARLOTTE - Kidd-Gilchrist 4-7 0-0 8, 

M.Williams 5-10 3-3 16, Howard 10-15 10- 
15 30, Walker 4-14 1-2 11, Batum 11-18 3-3 
29, Bacon 0-0 0-0 0, Kaminsky 5-10 4-4 16, 
Monk 2-5 0-0 4, Graham 0-1 0-0 0, Lamb 

3- 7 0-0 8. Totals 44-87 21-27 122. 

Phoenix 25 26 21 43-115 

Charlotte 32 27 35 28-122 

Three-Point Goals—Phoenix 18-32 
(Daniels 5-10, Reed 4-4, Dudley 3-5, Bend¬ 
er 3-6, Harrison 1-1, Ulis 1-2, Chriss 1-3, 
Payton 0-1), Charlotte 13-32 (Batum 4-5, 
M.Williams 3-8, Kaminsky 2-3, Lamb 2-5, 
Walker 2-8, Monk 0-3). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Phoenix 35 (Chriss, Reed 6), 
Charlotte 41 (Howard, Batum 12). As- 
sists-Phoenix 27 (Ulis 10), Charlotte 24 
(Walker, Batum 7). Total Fouls—Phoenix 
25, Charlotte 18. A-19,336 (19,077). 



Mark J. Terrill/AP 

The Clippers’ Montrezl Harrell 
dunks against the Orlando Magic 
on Saturday in Los Angeles. The 
Clippers won 113-105. 
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Steve Dykes/AP 

Trail Blazers guard Damian Lillard hits a three-point shot over Golden State Warriors forward Draymond 
Green during Friday’s game in Portland, Ore. Lillard scored 28 points in the Blazers’ 125-108 victory. 


Time: Lillard playing at MVP level 


FROM BACK PAGE 

“Congrats @Dame_Lillard! Trust, I know what it 
takes to put yourself in that position. Keep putting 
that work in young fella!” Robinson tweeted. 

Lillard has certainly been putting in the work 
over the Blazers’ current winning streak, which 
has stretched to a season-best nine games. Portland 
hasn’t won as many consecutive games since a nine- 
game streak in 2014. 

The streak has pushed Port¬ 
land into third place in the 
Western Conference, a game- 
and-a-half up on New Orleans 
in a cluster of teams scrambling 
for playoff position. 

Over the course of the streak, 
which started when the Blazers 
beat Golden State 123-117 in 
Portland just before the All-Star 
break, Lillard has averaged 32.5 
points per game. 

Lillard had 44 points in that 
first game against the Warriors, 
and poured in another 28 in Friday’s 125-108 re¬ 
match victory. 

“We’ve been on a good run, just playing good bas¬ 
ketball on both ends of the floor. Our team has been 
on a streak, we’ve been really connected,” Lillard 
said. 

Fans at the Moda Center have taken to chanting 
“MVP!” when Lillard gets to the free-throw line, 
and although Houston’s James Harden is clearly 
the front-runner for the award, New York coach Jeff 
Homacek said Lillard is making a case for himself. 


“The guy is playing fantastic. He might be one 
of those guys you’ve got to start talking about that 
MVP, too, with the way he’s playing,” Hornacek 
said after Lillard scored 37 points in a 111-87 vic¬ 
tory Tuesday over the Knicks, which included eight 
three-pointers.. 

Lillard is averaging 26.8 points, 6.5 assists and 4.5 
rebounds per game this season. He made the All- 
Star team for the third time, scoring 21 points in the 
annual showcase. 

The Lillard-led late-season surge has become 
something of a trademark for the Blazers. In 2015- 
16, Portland was 27-27 at the All-Star break but 
finished the regular season 44-38 and in fifth place 
in the West. They got past the Clippers in the first 
round of the playoffs before falling to the Warriors 
in the conference semifinals. 

Last season, Portland lost three straight games 
to go into the break at 23-33. Shortly thereafter, an 
overtime loss at Detroit put the Blazers 11 games 
under .500. 

But the Blazers went 13-3 in March, best in the 
NBA. Lillard was named the conference’s Player of 
the Month, averaging 29.1 points, 4.4 rebounds and 
6.0 assists. Portland made the playoffs for the fourth 
straight season, but fell in the opening round to the 
Warriors. 

The Blazers have 16 games left in this season. 

Lillard, known for signaling “Lillard Time” when 
he hits tough shots late in games, said he feels he’s 
playing the best stretch of his career. It’s coming at 
a good time for the Blazers. 

“Damian Lillard is special,” Portland head coach 
Terry Stotts said. “If it’s not obvious, I’ll say it.” 


A Damian 
Lillard is 
special. If 
it’s not 
obvious, 

HI say it . f 

Terry Stotts 

Trail Blazers 
head coach 


Woods one shot 
off lead at Valspar 


By Doug Ferguson 

Associated Press 

PALM HARBOR, Fla. — Tiger 
Woods chipped in from behind 
the ninth green and the roar was 
unmistakable, the tree-rattling 
variety that belongs to only one 
player in golf. Moments later, 
Woods raised the putter in his 
left hand as another birdie putt 
dropped for a share of the lead at 
the Valspar Championship. 

Corey Conners heard the whole 
round and it made him smile. 

Never mind that Conners had 
six birdies in his round of 3-under 
68 for a one-shot lead Saturday as 
he tries for his first PGA Tour 
victory. Even the players trying 
to beat Woods got swept up in 
the emotions of seeing him closer 
than ever to having a chance to 
win again. 

“I can confirm he’s back. The 
roars are back,” said Brandt Sne- 
deker, who was along for the ride 
with Woods and matched his 67. 
“It’s fun to hear the crowd going 
crazy again and realize how ex¬ 
cited we are in having him back 
out here and play the way he is. 
He’s playing great.” 

Conners, the Canadian rookie 



in only his 17th start on the PGA 
Tour as a pro, saved par from 
the bunker on the par-3 17th and 
kept his cool when his ball moved 
slightly on the 18th green — no 
longer a penalty in those circum¬ 
stances — 
before he 
tapped in for 
par. 

He was at 
9-under 204 
and will play 
with Justin 
Rose (66), 
who joined 
Woods and 
Snedeker at 
one shot be¬ 
hind. For the 
second straight day, Woods and 
his thousands upon thousands of 
fans will be ahead of him. 

So he at least knows what to 
expect. 

“I kind of knew what was going 
on without even having to see 
it,” Conners said. “But it will be 
cool. It’s fun seeing him out there 
today, and I’m sure he’ll be bat¬ 
tling hard tomorrow. But hope¬ 
fully, I can play my game and 
have a good day.” 


Woods 


NFL briefs 

Sherman agrees with 49ers 


Associated Press 

SANTA CLARA, Calif. — Star 
cornerback Richard Sherman has 
agreed to a three-year deal with 
the San Francisco 49ers. 

A person in the league famil¬ 
iar with the deal says Sherman 
agreed to the contract on Satur¬ 
day after spending the day meet¬ 
ing with the team. ESPN reported 
that Sherman’s deal is worth up to 
$39.15 million. 

Sherman was released on Fri¬ 
day by Seattle and took little time 
in deciding to join one of the Se- 
ahawks’ fiercest rivals. 

He will be 30 years old going 
into next season and coming off 


an Achilles tendon injury that 
cost him half of the 2017 season. 

In other NFL news: 

■ The Cleveland Browns have 
agreed to trade defensive tackle 
Danny Shelton to the New Eng¬ 
land Patriots for a future draft 
pick. 

Shelton was drafted by the 
Browns with the No. 12 overall 
pick in 2015. The 6-foot-2, 335- 
pounder started 45 of 46 games 
in three seasons and the team 
seemed pleased with his progress 
against the run. 

Cleveland switched from a 3- 
4 defensive scheme to a 4-3 last 
season, and Shelton was not play¬ 
ing over the center as in the past. 
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Roundup 

Panthers get past 
Rangers in SO 


Associated Press 

SUNRISE, Fla. — Florida Pan¬ 
thers coach Bob Boughner didn’t 
even see the winning goal. In¬ 
stead, he simply listened for the 
roar of the crowd. 

“I haven’t even seen it yet,” 
Boughner said after the game. 
“Superstition. I looked away, I 
heard the noise. I didn’t see any 
of our (shootout) goals.” 

Vincent Trocheck scored the 
deciding goal in the shootout to lift 
the Panthers to a 4-3 victory over 
the New York Rangers on Satur¬ 
day night for their franchise-re- 
cord eighth straight home win. 

“Yeah, it’s pretty fun knowing 
that if you score, it’s over, game- 
winner,” Trocheck said. “Ev¬ 
erybody in here kind of wants 
the puck on their stick in that 
situation.” 

Aleksander Barkov also scored 
in the tiebreaker for the Pan¬ 
thers, who have points in nine 
straight games. The Panthers are 
two points behind Columbus and 
three behind New Jersey for the 
final playoff spot in the Eastern 
Conference, with three games in 
hand on each. 

Frank Vatrano scored a goal in 
his Panthers debut, Jonathan Hu- 
berdeau had a goal and an assist, 
and Jamie McGinn also scored. 
Trocheck had two assists. Rober¬ 
to Luongo made 34 saves. 

“We’ve been winning differ¬ 
ent ways throughout this stretch 
here. That’s what good teams do,” 
Luongo said. 

Kevin Hayes, Mika Zibanejad 
and Mats Zuccarello scored in 
regulation for the Rangers, who 
lost their third straight. Ryan 
Spooner had a pair of assists. 
Zuccarello also scored to open 
the shootout. Henrik Lundqvist 
stopped 32 shots in his 800th ca¬ 
reer game, becoming the 15th 
goalie in NHL history to reach 
the milestone. 

The Rangers scored twice in 
the third period. 

Trailing 3-2, the Rangers tied 
the score 3-3 as Hayes took a 
wrist shot from above the right 
circle that went over Luongo and 
into the net at 7:25 of the third. 

Zibanejad tied the score 2-all 
when he took a drop pass from 
Jesper Fast and put the puck into 
the upper corner of the net 17 sec¬ 
onds into the third. 

“Our guys played hard, made 
good plays with the puck, came 
back three times in this game,” 
coach Alain Vigneault said. “Un¬ 
fortunately, we weren’t able to get 
it done in the shootout.” 

The Panthers answered less 
than a minute later when McGinn 
slid a rebound between Lun- 
dqvist’s pads at 1:02 to reclaim 
the lead at 3-2. 

“We kept battling,” Lundqvist 
said. “We kept coming back in 


this game and gave ourselves the 
chance to almost win it. If I can 
mix in a save in the shootout, 
maybe we get a win.” 

Flyers 2, Jets 1: Claude Gi¬ 
roux and Andrew MacDonald 
scored in the second period and 
host Philadelphia overcame 
Patrik Laine’s 40th goal of the 
season in a victory that snapped 
a five-game losing streak. 

Bruins 7 , Blackhawks 4: 
Brian Gionta and Rick Nash 
each scored a power-play goal 
and Boston completed a 6-0-0 
homestand. 

Lightning 3, Canadiens 2 (SO): 

Nikita Kucherov scored the de¬ 
ciding goal in the fourth round of 
the shootout, lifting host Tampa 
Bay. 

Tyler Johnson scored his 20th 
of the season. Kucherov tied it late 
in the third with his 34th. Louis 
Domingue made 27 saves and 
stopped three of four attempts in 
the shootout. 

Golden Knights 2, Sabres 1 
(SO): Erik Haula scored the de¬ 
cisive shootout goal and Vegas set 
an NHL record for road victories 
by an expansion team. 

Golden Knights defenseman 
Deryk Engelland forced overtime 
by scoring the tying goal from a 
bad angle with 4:14 left in regula¬ 
tion. Marc-Andre Fleury won his 
399th career game by stopping 31 
shots through overtime. 

Avalanche 5, Coyotes 2: Blake 
Comeau and Carl Soderberg each 
had a goal and an assist in a first- 
period burst, and Colorado goalie 
Jonathan Bernier won his ninth 
straight home game but left in the 
third period for an undisclosed 
reason. 

Capitals 2, Sharks O: Philipp 
Grubauer made 24 saves for his 
fifth career shutout and Nicklas 
Backstrom scored late in the sec¬ 
ond period to help Washington 
salvage the final game of its Cali¬ 
fornia swing. 

Blues 7, Kings 2: The strug¬ 
gling Blues got goals from seven 
players and handed host Los 
Angeles its worst defeat of the 
season. 

Maple Leafs 5, Penguins 2: 

Nazem Kadri scored twice and 
host Toronto snapped a four-game 
losing streak with its franchise- 
record 10th straight home win. 

Devils 3, Predators 2 (SO): 
Brian Boyle scored in the fifth 
round of the shootout to lift New 
Jersey. 

Oilers 4, Wild 1: Connor Mc- 
David had two goals and an assist 
to lead host Edmonton. 

Leon Draisaitl and Ryan Nu- 
gent-Hopkins also scored for 
the Oilers, who have won three 
straight. Cam Talbot stopped 32 
shots. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Tampa Bay 

Boston 

Toronto 

Florida 

Detroit 

Montreal 

Ottawa 

Buffalo 


Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

fiQ 4R 17 4 100 253 191 

8 94 225 169 

7 87 228 197 

7 75 202 207 

11 63 177 206 

12 62 173 214 

11 57 181 233 

12 56 165 224 


69 40 22 
66 34 25 


26 31 
__ 25 31 

67 23 33 

69 22 35 __ . 

Metropolitan Division 
Washington 68 38 23 7 83 206 200 

Pittsburgh 69 39 26 4 82 226 210 

Philadelphia 69 35 23 11 81 203 202 

New Jersey 69 35 26 8 78 204 208 

Columbus 69 36 28 5 77 188 193 

Carolina 68 30 27 11 71 181 206 

N.Y. Islanders 68 29 29 10 68 217 243 

N.Y. Rangers 69 30 32 7 67 195 221 

Western Conference 


Nashville 

Winnipeg 

Minnesota 

Colorado 
St. Louis 
Chicago 


68 44 14 

68 41 18 

69 39 23 
68 38 24 
- 36 24 

36 27 
29 32 


10 98 222 173 

9 91 227 179 

7 85 216 198 

6 82 197 177 

8 80 215 202 

5 77 187 180 

‘ 66 196 206 


Pacific Division 

68 44 19 5 93 232 185 

68 36 23 9 81 198 186 

“ “ 23 12 80 193 189 


San Jose 

Anaheim __ _. __ __ __ 

LOS Angeles 68 37 26 5 79 197 173 

Calgary 69 34 25 10 78 195 201 

Edmonton 68 30 34 4 64 193 221 

Vancouver 68 25 34 9 59 183 224 

Arizona 67 21 35 11 53 162 219 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wild cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 

Saturday’s games 
Philadelphia 2, Winnipeg 1 
Tampa Bay 3, Montreal 2, SO 
Vegas 2, Buffalo 1, SO 
Boston 7, Chicago 4 
Colorado 5, Arizona 2 
Washington 2, San Jose 0 
St. Louis 7, Los Angeles 2 
Florida 4, N.Y. Rangers 3, SO 
Toronto 5, Pittsburgh 2 
New Jersey 3, Nashville 2, SO 
Edmonton 4, Minnesota 1 
Sunday's games 
Boston at Chicago 
N.Y. Islanders at Calgary 
Dallas at Pittsburgh 
Vancouver at Arizona 

Monday's games 
Vegas at Philadelphia 
Winnipeg at Washington 
Montreal at Columbus 
Carolina at N.Y. Rangers 
Ottawa at Florida 
St. Louis at Anaheim 
Detroit at San Jose 
Vancouver at Los Angeles 
Tuesday’s games 
Boston at Carolina 
Dallas at Montreal 
Ottawa at Tampa Bay 
Winnipeg at Nashville 
Colorado at Minnesota 
Edmonton at Calgary 
Los Angeles at Arizona 

Saturday 
Oilers 4, Wild 1 

Minnesota 0 0 1-1 

Edmonton 0 2 2-4 

Second Period—1, Edmonton, McDavid 
32 (Nugent-Hopkins), 9:11. 2, Edmonton, 
McDavid 33 (Sekera), 12:00 (pp). 

Third Period—3, Minnesota, Coyle 10 
(Ennis, Olofsson), 9:44.4, Edmonton, Dra¬ 
isaitl 22 (Bear), 16:25 (pp). 5, Edmonton, 
Nugent-Hopkins 18 (McDavid, Larsson), 
17:27. 

Shots on Goal—Minnesota 12-9-12— 
33. Edmonton 5-12-11-28. 

Power-play opportunities—Minnesota 
0 of 3; Edmonton 2 of 2. 

Goalies—Minnesota, Dubnyk 30-13-5 
(27 shots-24 saves). Edmonton, Talbot 
25-26-2 (33-32). 

A—18,347 (18,641). T-2:21. 

Maple Leafs 5, Penguins 2 

Pittsburgh 0 0 2-2 

Toronto 2 2 1-5 

First Period—1, Toronto, Kapanen 5 
(Leivo, Bozak), 9:10. 2, Toronto, Kadri 25 
(Rielly, Komarov), 19:13. 

Second Period—3, Toronto, Kadri 26 
(Marner, Rielly), 11:35 (pp). 4, Toronto, 
Marner 19 (Rielly), 18:24 (pp). 

Third Period—5, Pittsburgh, Crosby 23 
(Ruhwedel, Guentzel), 16:24.6, Pittsburgh, 
Hornqvist 19 (Malkin, Letang), 17:32.7, To¬ 
ronto, Marleau 21 (Hainsey), 19:02. 

Shots on Goal—Pittsburgh 11-12-17- 
40. Toronto 7-9-10-26. 

Power-play opportunities—Pittsburgh 
0 of 3; Toronto 2 of 2. 

Goalies—Pittsburgh, DeSmith 3-4-0 (9 
shots-9 saves), Jarry 13-6-2 (16-12). To- 


Panthers 4, Rangers 3 (SO) 

N.Y. Rangers 0 12 0-3 

Florida 111 0-4 

Florida won shootout 2-1 
First Period—1, Florida, Huberdeau 22 
(Yandle, Trocheck), 19:45 (pp). 

Second Period—2, Florida, Vatrano 3 
(Trocheck, Huberdeau), 8:13.3, N.Y. Rang¬ 
ers, Zuccarello 12 (Spooner, Pionk), 13:11. 

Third Period-4, N.Y. Zibanejad 20 
(Kreider, Fast), 0:17.5, Florida, McGinn 10 
(McCann, Petrovic), 1:02. 6, N.Y. Rangers, 
Hayes 20 (Spooner, Gilmour), 7:25. 



Chris O'Meara/AP 


Lightning right wing Nikita Kucherov, left, celebrates with Steven 
Stamkos after scoring against the Canadiens during the third period 
Saturday in Tampa, Fla. The Lightning won 3-2 in a shootout. 


Shootout—N.Y. Rangers 1 (Zuccarello 
G, Zibanejad NG, Spooner NG), Florida 2 
(Huberdeau NG, Barkov G, Trocheck G). 

Shots on Goal—N.Y. Rangers 15-6-11- 
5-37. Florida 9-10-14-2-35. 

Power-play opportunities—N.Y. Rang¬ 
ers 0 of 1; Florida 1 of 2. 

Goalies—N.Y. Rangers, Lundqvist 25- 
23-6 (35 shots-32 saves). Florida, Luongo 
14-7-2 (37-34). 

A—16,712 (19,250). T-2:43. 

Blues 7, Kings 2 

St. Louis 2 2 3-7 

Los Angeles 0 1 1-2 

First Period—1, St. Louis, Bortuzzo 
2 (T.Thompson, Barbashev), 3:03. 2, St. 
Louis, Parayko 6 (Jaskin, Berglund), 8:53. 

Second Period—3, Los Angeles, 

Doughty 9 (Muzzin, Kopitar), 13:13. 

4, St. Louis, Pietrangelo 12 (Brodziak, 
Schwartz), 17:08. 5, St. Louis, Barbashev 
6 (Pietrangelo, Sobotka), 19:34. 

Third Period—6 , St. Louis, Tarasenko 
27 (Schwartz), 0:26. 7, St. Louis, Brodziak 
10 (Steen, Thorburn), 0:58. 8, St. Louis, 
Schwartz 20 (Tarasenko, Dunn), 12:11. 9, 
Los Angeles, Brown 20 (Kopitar, Carter), 
19:45 (pp). 

Shots on Goal—St. Louis 17-12-14-43. 
Los Angeles 17-14-9-40. 

Power-play opportunities—St. Louis 0 
of 3; Los Angeles 1 of 3. 

Goalies-St. Louis, Allen 20-20-2 (40 
shots-38 saves). Los Angeles, Campbell 
1-0-0 (14-11), Quick 26-25-2 (29-25). 

A—18,230 (18,230). T-2:33. 

Avalanche 5, Coyotes 2 

Arizona 1 1 0-2 

Colorado 3 0 2-5 

First Period —1, Colorado, Comeau 11 
(Soderberg), 1:45. 2, Arizona, Dvorak 13 
(Archibald, Panik), 2:14. 3, Colorado, Bar¬ 
rie 10 (MacKinnon, Rantanen), 2:41. 4, 
Colorado, Soderberg 15 (Comeau), 4:22. 

Second Period—5, Arizona, Panik 8 
(Richardson), 15:09. 

Third Period—6 , Colorado, Jost 8 (Bar¬ 
rie, Rantanen), 10:45 (pp). 7, Colorado, 
Rantanen 23 (MacKinnon, Warsofsky), 
12:40. 

Shots on Goal-Arizona 10-10-8—28. 
Colorado 9-8-14—31. 

Power-play opportunities—Arizona 0 
of 4; Colorado 1 of 4. 

Goalies—Arizona, Kuemper 11-3-4 (31 
shots-26 saves). Colorado, Varlamov 18- 
13-6 (4-4), Bernier 18-11-2 (24-22). 

A—17,127 (18,007). T-2:36. 

Capitals 2, Sharks 0 

Washington 0 1 1-2 

San Jose 0 0 0-0 

Second Period—1, Washington, Back¬ 
strom 17 (Connolly, Carlson), 18:32. 

Third Period—2, Washington, Eller 15 
(Orlov, Niskanen), 18:11. 

Shots on Goal—Washington 6-12-8- 
26. San Jose 12-3-9-24. 

Power-play opportunities—Washing¬ 
ton 0 of 0; San Jose 0 of 2. 

Goalies—Washington, Grubauer 9-8-3 
(24 shots-24 saves). San Jose, Jones 22- 
18-6 (25-24). 

A—17,562 (17,562). T-2:17. 

Bruins 7, Blackhawks 4 

Chicago 2 2 0-4 

Boston 2 1 4-7 

First Period—1, Boston, Acciari 8 
(Kuraly), 11:27 (sh). 2, Boston, Krejci 15 
(DeBrusk, Holden), 14:10 (pp). 3, Chica¬ 
go, Toews 19 (Gustafsson, Kane), 14:27. 
4, Chicago, Gustafsson 3 (Schmaltz, De- 
Brincat), 14:56. 

Second Period—5, Chicago, Hayden 4 
(Sharp, Kampf), 6:37. 6, Boston, Krejci 16 
(Gionta, DeBrusk), 10:05 (pp). 7, Chica¬ 
go, Highmore 1 (Anisimov, Gustafsson), 
15:46. 

Third Period—8 , Boston, Pastrnak 24 
(Ril.Nash, Marchand), 6:23. 9, Boston, 
Gionta 2 (Grzelcyk, DeBrusk), 8:02 (pp). 
10, Boston, Ric.Nash 21 (Krug, Marchand), 
9:18 (pp). 11, Boston, Kuraly 6 (Schaller, 
Chara), 19:38. 


Shots on Goal—Chicago 12-7-8-27. 
Boston 13-12-15-40. 

Power-play opportunities—Chicago 0 
of 2; Boston 4 of 6. 

Goalies—Chicago, Berube 2-3-0 (39 
shots-33 saves). Boston, Rask 28-11-4 
(27-23). 

A-17,565 (17,565). T-2:41. 

Golden Knights 2, 
Sabres 1 (SO) 

Vegas 0 0 10-2 

Buffalo 0 0 10-1 

Vegas won shootout 2-1 
Third Period —1, Buffalo, Bailey 3 
(Pouliot), 2:47. 2, Vegas, Engelland 5 
(Perron, Karlsson), 15:46. 

Shootout—Vegas 2 (Perron G, Tuch 
NG, Karlsson NG, Marchessault NG, Hau¬ 
la G), Buffalo 1 (O’Reilly NG, Reinhart NG, 
Josefson G, Pominville NG, Pouliot NG). 

Shots on Goal—Vegas 11-7-13-3-34. 
Buffalo 7-15-9-1-32. 

Power-play opportunities—Vegas 0 of 
2; Buffalo Oof 2. 

Goalies-Vegas, Fleury 24-9-3 (32 

shots-31 saves). Buffalo, Lehner 14-24-9 
(34-33). 

A-19,070 (19,070). T-2:40. 

Lightning 3, Canadiens 2 (SO) 

Montreal 110 0-2 

Tampa Bay 10 1 0-3 

Tampa Bay won shootout 2-1 
First Period—1, Montreal, Lehkonen 6 
(Reilly, Hudon), 4:10 (pp). 2, Tampa Bay, 
Johnson 20 (Gourde, Sergachev), 13:43 
(PP). 

Second Period—3, Montreal, Gal- 
chenyuk 16 (Hudon), 3:00. 

Third Period—4, Tampa Bay, Kucherov 
34 (Miller, Stamkos), 13:43. 

Shootout—Montreal 1 (Byron NG, Gal¬ 
lagher NG, Drouin G, Lehkonen NG), Tam¬ 
pa Bay 2 (Sergachev NG, Point G, Stam¬ 
kos NG, Kucherov G). 

Shots on Goal—Montreal 6-12-10-1- 
29. Tampa Bay 11-10-10-3-34. 

Power-play opportunities—Montreal 
1 of 3; Tampa Bay 1 of 4. 

Goalies—Montreal, Niemi 4-6-4 (34 
shots-32 saves). Tampa Bay, Domingue 
5-8-0 (29-27). 

A-19,092 (19,092). T-2:45. 

Flyers 2, Jets 1 

Winnipeg 0 0 1-1 

Philadelphia 0 2 0-2 

Second Period—1, Philadelphia, Gi¬ 
roux 24 (Filppula, Simmonds), 5:40. 2, 
Philadelphia, MacDonald 5 (Voracek, 
Patrick), 8:01. 

Third Period—3, Winnipeg, Laine 40 
(Stastny, Wheeler), 8:58 (pp). 

Shots on Goal—Winnipeg 9-11-8—28. 
Philadelphia 11-15-9-35. 

Power-play opportunities—Winnipeg 

I of 4; Philadelphia 0 of 2. 

Goalies—Winnipeg, Hellebuyck 35- 
11-8 (35 shots-33 saves). Philadelphia, 
Mrazek 12-10-4 (28-27). 

A—19,929 (19,543). T-2:23. 

Devils 3, Predators 2 (SO) 

New Jersey 110 0-3 

Nashville 10 10-2 

New Jersey won shootout 2-1 
First Period—1, Nashville, Ekholm 10, 
1:17. 2, New Jersey, Vatanen 4 (Wood, 
Butcher), 7:13. 

Second Period—3, New Jersey, Boyle 
13 (Severson, Maroon), 11:24. 

Third Period—4, Nashville, Johansen 

II (Ellis, Josi), 18:54. 

Shootout—New Jersey 2 (, Palmieri 
NG, Bratt NG, Stafford NG, Hall G, Boyle 
G), Nashville 1 (Ellis NG, Fiala NG, Fors- 
berg NG, Turris G). 

Shots on Goal—New Jersey 10-8-7-2— 
27. Nashville 5-12-14-5-36. 

Power-play opportunities—New Jer¬ 
sey 0 of 3; Nashville 0 of 3. 

Goalies—New Jersey, Kinkaid 17-9-2 
(36 shots-34 saves). Nashville, Saros 7- 
5-6 (27-25). 

A—17,545 (17,113). T-2:51. 
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NEWS AND NOTES FROM THE WEEKEND 


Kinnick boys, girls teams 
enjoy a winning weekend 


J ust 10 months after Kinnick's 
girls staged the most dominant 
Far East spring sports season by 
a Division I school, the Red Devils 
boys appear to want to join that party. 

Sophomore Kai Sullivan scored seven 
times, including three in a four-minute 
span of Saturday’s match, as the boys 
soccer team swept two matches from 
Edgren, 5-0 and 6-0. Sullivan has a 
team-leading 12 goals and four assists 
and Kinnick is 7-0 this season. 

“He probably could’ve had a few 
more, but he likes to distribute the ball 
and get other kids involved,” coach Tra¬ 
vis Stevens said. He also has a team¬ 
leading four assists. “It’s nice to see 
him do that. He’s a heckuva player.” 

The baseball team followed suit in its 
season opener against Perry. Kai Smith 
drove in four runs, Jonathan Acosta got 
the win with five innings of relief and 
Kinnick scored five times in the bottom 
of the sixth to down the Samurai 12-7. 

Defending D-l champion girls teams 
also enjoyed a strong a weekend. 

Sophomore Mariah Wimberly pitched 
two complete-game victories, allowing 
seven hits in eight innings and strik¬ 
ing out 12, as the Red Devils beat the 
Samurai 19-7 on Friday and 23-3 on 
Saturday. 

Alianna Juarez and Cassie Boyer 
combined for nine RBIs on Friday for 
a team that has just one senior, two 
juniors and all the rest underclassmen. 

On the pitch, freshman Maggie Don¬ 
nelly has proven in just seven matches 
to be an able replacement for departed 
center mid Kiralyn Kawachi. Donnelly 
has 12 goals, including three each on 
Friday and Saturday, as the Red Devils 
swamped the Eagles 7-1 and 11-0. 
Yokota: Moving from the diamond 
to the soccer pitch seems 
to agree with Renyck 
Robertson. The junior 
scored his second goal of 
the season and Zach Na- 
moca assisted as the Panthers battled 
St. Maur to a 1-1 draw Friday. Yokota 
is 3-2-2. 

Zama: Sophomore Kayesha McNeill 
took the Pacific goal-scor¬ 
ing lead with 17, scoring 
four times Friday. Megan 
Harris, Siobhan Grabski 
and Sora Thompson had 
two assists each to power the Trojans 
girls past St. Maur 8-0 to improve to 
4-1 on the season. 

Perry: Junior Kai Lange remains the 
Pacific boys goal-scor¬ 
ing leader with 23. He 
scored six times over the 
weekend and the Samu¬ 
rai boys soccer team 
went 1-2-1 in the Western Japan Ath¬ 
letic Association tournament at Osaka. 
Perry is 4-2-2 this season. 

E.J. King: Sophomore Gabi Shultz 
ran her team-best goal¬ 
scoring total to six, scor¬ 
ing five times over the 
weekend as the Cobras 
won the Gold Bracket in 
the WJAA Tournament at Marine Corps 
Air Station Iwakuni. King is 3-4 this 
season. 
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Kinnick’s Ryuta Elmoutawakel fires the ball past Edgren defender 
Ethan Hovenkotter during Saturday’s DODEA-Japan boys soccer 
match. The Red Devils blanked the Eagles 5-0. 


Edgren: The lone spotlight for the 
I girls soccer team over the 
weekend was freshman 
Ariel Moncrief. She got 
her sixth goal of the sea- 
' son in the closing minutes 
of Edgren’s 7-1 loss Friday to Kinnick. 

Humphreys: The boys and girls 
soccer teams best starts 
in school history contin¬ 
ued Friday. James Rivet 
scored two times, giving 
him four for the season, 
boosting the Blackhawks boys (3-0) 
past Taejon Christian 2-0. Hayden Mc¬ 
Millan found the back of the net four 
times, giving her seven, as Humphreys 
(2-0-1) routed the Dragons 5-1. 

Osan: Jana Rafi scored twice, Lizzy 
White netted her team¬ 
leading fourth of the sea¬ 
son and Maja Inthavixay 
had a goal and an assist 
for the defending Korea 
Blue girls champion Cougars, who im¬ 
proved to 2-0 with a 4-0 blanking of 
Seoul American. 

Seoul American: David Brown as¬ 
sumed the Falcons’ boys 
goal-scoring lead, finding 
the back of the net twice, 
giving him four on the 
season. Seoul American 
improved to 2-1-1 with a 5-0 shutout 
of Osan. 


ju: Short of players due to inju¬ 
ries and SATs, the War¬ 
riors girls soccer team did 
not make the trip to Seoul 
Foreign. No makeup date 
1 was announced. Daegu’s 
boys did travel to Seoul, where they 
lost to the Crusaders 7-0. 

Kadena: Right-hander Jared Duenas 
tossed a no-hitter Satur¬ 
day as the Panthers won 
the opener of a double- 
header with Kubasaki. . 
The Panthers topped the 
team standings in Saturday’s season¬ 
opening track meet. Hayden Bills won 
the 1,600 and 3,200 and was part 
of the 3,200 relay winning team and 
Ryan Worcester swept the boys throws. 
On the girls side, Alexis Erp won the 
throws and Lydia Bills the 800. 

Kubasaki: Judge Morgan scored a 
hat trick, giving him five 
goals this season, as the 
Dragons improved to 3- 
0 with a 5-0 shutout of 
Okinawa Industrial. 
Elizabeth Joy, the reigning Okinawa 
cross country champion, swept the 
long-distance races during Saturday’s 
track meet. 

— Stars and Stripes 
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Georgia coach Mark Fox leaves the court after the team’s loss to 
Texas A&M on Feb. 28. Fox was fired following a disappointing 
regular season and the team’s loss to Kentucky in the quarterfinals 
of the SEC tournament. Athletic director Greg McGarity announced 
the decision in a statement released by the school on Saturday. 

Briefly 


Williams sisters 
to resume rivalry 


Associated Press 

INDIAN WELLS, Calif. — Ser¬ 
ena Williams and sister Venus 
won at the BNP Paribas Open to 
set up a third-round clash in the 
desert tournament. 

Serena got by No. 29 seed Kiki 
Bertens of the Netherlands 7-6 
(5), 7-5 in the second round on 
Saturday in her return from a 14- 
month absence after giving birth 
to her first child. Venus preceded 
her younger sister on the stadium 
court and beat Sorana Cirstea of 
Romania 6-3, 6-4. 

The sisters will resume their 
longtime rivalry on Monday. Ser¬ 
ena leads Venus 17-11 all-time 
and has won eight of their last 
nine meetings, most recently the 
Australian Open final last year. 

It will be their earliest meeting 
since the sisters’ first match, a 
straight-sets victory by Venus in 
the second round of the 1998 Aus¬ 
tralian Open. 

“Obviously, I wish it was any¬ 
body else in the draw, literally 
anybody, but that’s OK,” Serena 
said. “Just have to go out there and 
see how I am and do my best.” 

Georgia fires Fox after 
disappointing season 

ATLANTA — Georgia coach 
Mark Fox was fired after a disap¬ 
pointing regular season and a loss 
to Kentucky in the quarterfinals 
of the SEC Tournament. 

Athletic director Greg McGar¬ 
ity announced the decision in a 
statement released by the school 
on Saturday. McGarity moved 
quickly on Fox, the ninth-year 
coach, only one day after the Bull¬ 
dogs’ exit from the Southeastern 
Conference Tournament. 

The Bulldogs (18-15) likely 
needed to win the SEC Tourna¬ 
ment to land an invitation to the 
NCAA Tournament. 


Keselowski overcomes 
penalty, wins Xfinity race 

AVONDALE, Ariz. — Brad Ke¬ 
selowski overcame an early pit- 
road speeding penalty Saturday 
to win the rain-delayed NASCAR 
Xfinity Series at ISM Raceway. 

Keselowski took the lead off a 
pit stop with 32 laps left and held 
off Justin Allgaier in the race that 
was delayed two hours because of 
light rain at the mile oval south¬ 
west of Phoenix. 

“The weather kind of came to 
us with what we needed for how 
our car was handling,” Keselows¬ 
ki said. “It was a solid team ef¬ 
fort. I wasn’t perfect today by any 
stretch of the imagination, but the 
car was really strong.” 

Kyle Busch was third. He took 
the second stage, holding the lead 
on a one-lap shootout after the 
second delay. 

Nationals’ Murphy takes 
first BP of the spring 

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. 
— Washington Nationals second 
baseman Daniel Murphy didn’t 
experience any issues during his 
first on-field batting practice of 
the spring on Saturday. 

Working his way back from 
offseason knee surgery, Murphy 
had only progressed as far as hit¬ 
ting in the batting cages. 

Murphy still doesn’t have a 
timetable as to when he’ll appear 
in a Grapefruit League game. 

In other MLB news: 

■ Kansas City Royals out¬ 
fielder Jorge Bonifacio has been 
suspended 80 games after testing 
positive for a performance-en¬ 
hancing substance. 

The commissioner’s office made 
the announcement Saturday. 

Bonifacio was banned after a 
positive test for Boldenone. 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL: CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIPS _ 

Marshall's 31-year NCAA drought comes to end 


Associated Press 

FRISCO, Texas — The long wait is over 
for Marshall after all those long shots by 
Jon Elmore. 

Elmore scored 20 of his 27 points after 
halftime, with a Conference USA cham¬ 
pionship game-record seven three-point¬ 
ers, and the Thundering Herd are going to 
their first NCAA Tournament since 1987 
after a 67-66 win over Western Kentucky 
on Saturday night. 

“We earned it. We fought all year long,” 
said Elmore, with a cut-down net draped 
over his shoulder. 

After coming so close last year, losing in 
the C-USA title game, Elmore kept hitting 
long threes in the second half for the Herd 
(24-10). He made six of his threes after 
the break, including 11 straight points in a 
span of just more than 2 minutes. 

The Herd were in the Southern Confer¬ 
ence when they went to their last NCAA 
Tournament 31 years ago. 

“We talked about it before the season 
this year. We were thinking back about 
just how the season ended, just the feel¬ 
ing in the locker room,” Elmore said. “Ev¬ 
erybody’s heads were down, people were 
crying, you could have heard a pin drop in 
there.... We didn’t want that again.” 

This time, tournament MVP Elmore de¬ 
scribed what he called an awesome scene 
with 70-year-old coach and Marshall 
alumnus Dan D’Antoni jumping around 
with his players. 

The Herd had a 67-55 lead when Elmore 
made his last three with 3:40 left. Western 
Kentucky (24-10) then scored the game’s 
last 11 points before missing two shots in 
the final 20 seconds. Jannson Williams 
got the final rebound and managed to call 
timeout while falling to the court with 7.3 
seconds left. 

The Hilltoppers, with 10 wins against 
teams who have won at least 20 games, 
missed a chance to get back to first NCAA 
Tournament since 2013. Instead, they wait 
to see if they get an NIT bid. 

Marshall became the 11th school to win 
the C-USA Championship title game in the 
league’s 23 years. 

UMBC 65, Vermont 62: Jairus Lyles 
was determined to come up with a differ¬ 
ent ending for UMBC. 

Lyles improvised in the final moments 
and hit a long three-pointer with less than 
a second left, lifting visiting Maryland 
Baltimore County over top-seeded Ver¬ 
mont in the America East championship 
game. 

“I waved off the last play from the bench, 
tried to get me some space and take the 
shot to end the game,” Lyles said. 

Second-seeded UMBC (24-10) had lost 
23 straight times to the Catamounts in the 
last 10 years, including twice this season 
by a combined 45 points. But with Lyles 
scoring 27 points, the Retrievers rallied 
to earn their first NCAA Tournament trip 
since 2008. 

Vermont (27-7) led 57-48, but didn’t 
make a basket in the final 8:21. 

“Vermont is the gold standard in the 
America East. They have the tradition 
that we want to create at UMBC,” coach 
Ryan Odom said. 

New Mexico State 72, Grand Canyon 

58: Even with three different coaches in 
three years, New Mexico State keeps mak¬ 
ing NCAA Tournament appearances. 

In the offseason, Chris Jans took over an 
already successful Aggies program after 
Paul Weir left for instate rival New Mexi¬ 
co. One year earlier, Marvin Menzies left 
for UNLV. 

Jans got things organized during the 
season and rolling late as his Aggies once 
again won the Western Athletic Conference 
Tournament championship with victory 



Michael Ainsworth/AP 


Marshall guard Jarrod West celebrates 
their Conference USA Tournament 
championship against Western Kentucky 
in Frisco, Texas, on Saturday. Marshall 
earned its first NCAA bid in 31 years. 

over upstart Grand Canyon at Las Vegas. 

Zach Lofton scored 21 points, AJ Har¬ 
ris had 20, and Jemerrio Jones added 
15 points and 18 rebounds to help New 
Mexico State win its fifth straight WAC 
Tournament championship and an NCAA 
Tournament berth. 

“I don’t care what seed they give us,” 
said Jans, whose program has lost its last 
nine NCAA Tournament games, dating 
back to 1993. “This time, we have an ex¬ 
perience bunch. They seed us where they 
seed us. Our guys are going to fight and be 
a tough matchup for anyone.” 

Buffalo 76, Toledo 66: Handed a pair 
scissors, Buffalo coach Nate Oats began 
climbing a ladder to cut down another 
championship net. 

As he rose above the floor, the fans below 
him chanted: “Five more years! Five more 
years!” 

The Bulls are back on top, and they just 
might stay there for a while. 

Wes Clark scored 26 points, Nick Per¬ 
kins added 16, including a big three-point¬ 
er in the final three minutes, and Buffalo 
won its third Mid-American Conference 
championship — and the league’s auto¬ 
matic NCAA bid — in four years. 

“People want to go where you get to go 
to the NCAA Tournament,” said Oats, who 
signed a five-year contract extension on 
Thursday. “Kids want to go to the NCAA. I 
want to coach them.” 

San Diego State 82, New Mexico 75: 
San Diego State’s Trey Kell has been 
battling injuries throughout the season, 
missing parts of eight games through 
mid-February. 

So, when a New Mexico player kneed 
him in his lower leg during the Mountain 
West Conference tournament champion¬ 
ship, he wasn’t surprised. 

He also wasn’t coming out of the game. 

Kell scored 11 of his game-high 28 
points down the stretch to lead San Diego 
State to a come-from-behind victory over 
the Lobos in Las Vegas. 

“I felt like I was rolling at the moment, I 
saw that we were down about six or some¬ 
thing like that, so for me, coming out be¬ 
cause of an injury wasn’t an option,” Kell 
said. “I didn’t want to go home. It’s just as 
simple as that.” 

Instead, Kell and the Aztecs (22-10) are 


headed to the NCAA Tournament with the 
league’s automatic bid. 

Since losing six of eight in January and 
February, San Diego State is riding a nine- 
game win streak into the Big Dance, its 
longest since winning 11 in a row during 
the 2015 season. During the nine-game 
win streak, the Aztecs are winning by an 
average margin of 13.3. 

“We were just tired of losing,” Watson 
said. “We knew we had too much potential 
to be losing games like that. And mentally 
from then to now, I feel like we’re on a 
whole new level.” 

Cal State Fullerton 71, UC Irvine 55: 

Kyle Allman Jr. had his Big West Tour¬ 
nament Most Valuable Player Trophy 
next to him and looked at it with much 
satisfaction. 

He’d just put the finishing touches on a 
fantastic 26-point performance to lead Cal 
State Fullerton to a decisive victory over 
UC Irvine in the conference tournament 
championship at Anaheim, Calif. 

Allman lost out on the conference’s reg¬ 
ular season most valuable player trophy, 
but everything was all good on Saturday 
with that other MVP and automatic bid to 
the NCAA Tournament. 

“I worked super hard to get this. I was a 
little down about not getting player of the 
year,” Allman said. “This made me a little 
happy.” 

Fourth-seeded Cal State Fullerton (20- 
11) won the Big West Tournament for the 
first time since 2008, making the Ttians’ 
upcoming NCAA Tournament appearance 
the first in a decade and first under coach 
Dedrique Taylor. 

Montana 82, Eastern Washington 65: 

Three straight nights, three consecutive 
comebacks and Montana is Big Sky Con¬ 
ference champions and heading to the 
NCAA Tournament. 

Michael Oguine scored 21 points and 
top-seeded Montana rallied to an 82-65 
victory over Eastern Washington in the 
Big Sky title game at Reno, Nev. 

The Grizzlies trailed 40-29 at halftime, 
but outscored the Eagles 53-25 in the sec¬ 
ond half, spurred by an unrelenting de¬ 
fense that had 18 stops in 19 possessions in 
one extended stretch. 

Ahmaad Rorie had 15 points, Bobby 
Morehead scored 12 and Fabijan Krslovic 
had 11 points and 10 rebounds for Montana 
(26-7), which is back in the NCAA Tourna¬ 
ment for the first time in five years. 

Stephen F. Austin 59, Southeastern 


Louisiana 55: Stephen F. Austin has be¬ 
come accustomed to earning the South¬ 
land Conference’s NCAA Tournament 
berth. 

“They are the Kentucky of the South¬ 
land Conference,” Southeastern Louisiana 
coach Jay Ladner said. 

And after earning their fourth trip to 
the tournament in five years, the Lumber¬ 
jacks aren’t happy with just getting in. 

T.J. Holyfield had 13 points and 12 re¬ 
bounds, and Stephen F. Austin rallied for a 
59-55 win over Southeastern Louisiana in 
the championship game at Katy, Texas. 

“It’s exciting to be back in the tourna¬ 
ment,” said Holyfield, who was voted the 
tournament MVP. “Coach talked about he 
wants to coach the best team, and I feel we 
have to win a certain amount of games to 
do that, and we have to win a couple games 
in the tournament to do that.” 

Texas Southern 84, Arkansas-Pine 
Bluff 69: Texas Southern started out 0-13 
this season. Didn’t win a game until Jan. 1. 
Never beat a nonconference opponent. 

Who cares? The Tigers are going to the 
NCAA Tournament. 

Trayvon Reed had 17 points and 10 
rebounds, Demontrae Jefferson added 
15 points and Texas Southern downed 
top-seeded Arkansas-Pine Bluff in the 
Southwestern Athletic Conference cham¬ 
pionship game at Houston. 

“We all came together at the right time, 
we all made a decision that winning bas¬ 
ketball games were more important than 
anything else,” coach Mike Davis said. “So 
being 0-13, it only bothered other people.” 

Texas Southern (15-19) earned an auto¬ 
matic bid into the NCAA Tournament for 
the second straight season. 

This is the Tigers’ fourth appearance in 
the last five years. They’re the only team 
since 1985 to reach the NCAA Tourna¬ 
ment after starting 0-13. 

“I can’t wait for tomorrow,” Davis said. 
“Let’s get this selection Sunday going.” 

N.C. Central 71, Hampton 63: Pablo 
Rivas had 22 points and North Carolina 
Central scored 11 in a row to break a 58-all 
tie and beat Hampton in the Mid-Eastern 
Athletic Conference Tournament champi¬ 
onship on Saturday in Norfolk, Va. 

Jordan Perkins added 13 points and nine 
assists and John Guerra scored 12 for the 
Eagles (19-15), who earned the league’s 
automatic berth in the NCAA Tournament 
for the third time in five years. 



L.E. Baskow/AP 


San Diego State players celebrate an 82-75 win over New Mexico in the championship 
game of the Mountain West Conference tournament on Saturday in Las Vegas. 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL: CONFERENCE CHAMPIONSHIPS 





Isaac Brekken/AP 

Arizona’s Rawle Alkins dunks 
over Southern California’s Elijah 
Stewart during Saturday’s Pac- 
12 tournament championship in 
Las Vegas. Arizona won 75-61. 

No. 15 Arizona 
rides Ayton to 
Pac-12 crown 

By John Marshall 

Associated Press 

LAS VEGAS — Deandre Ayton 
dribbled through the sea of red- 
and-white confetti, bobbing and 
weaving past cheerleaders and 
fans. The Arizona big man came 
upon a security guard, dropped a 
spin move that left both smiling 
and headed to the locker room. 

Ay ton’s night at the Pac-12 
championship was just as smooth 
a ride. 

Ayton had 32 points and 18 re¬ 
bounds in one of the most domi¬ 
nating performances in Pac-12 
Tournament history, leading No. 
15 Arizona to its second straight 
title with a 75-61 victory over 
Southern California on Saturday 
night. 

“The dominance he just put 
forth, if there’s another player 
better, I’d like to meet him,” Ari¬ 
zona coach Sean Miller said. “He 
put his team on his back, played 
the right way and absolutely was 
a one-man wrecking crew.” 

Ayton put on a show along 
The Strip, bouncing back from 
a nervous Pac-12 opener against 
Colorado with two dominating 
games. 

The Bahamian big man had 
32 points and 14 rebounds in a 
semifinal win over UCLA and 
knocked the Trojans (23-11) 
around like bowling pins in the 
championship game. Ayton made 
14 of 20 shots from the floor and 
all four of his free throws to lead 
Arizona (27-8) to its ninth Pac-12 
title. 

“I was a little starstruck, I 
wasn’t ready, rushing all of my 
shots against Colorado, not tak¬ 
ing my time,” said Ayton, who 
matched the Pac-12 freshman 
record set by UCLA’s Kevin 
Love with his 23rd double-dou¬ 
ble. “Coach told me to face up, 
see what the defense is giving me 
and that’s what I did.” 

USC gave Arizona trouble with 
its zone at times and had a decent 
offensive night. The Trojans just 
had no answer for Ayton. 


Charlie Riedel/AP 

Kansas head coach Bill Self 
celebrates after winning the Big 
12 tournament championship 
81-70 over West Virginia on 
Saturday in Kansas City, Mo. 

Kansas beats 
West Virginia 
for Big 12 title 

By Dave Skretta 

Associated Press 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Devon- 
te Graham ripped off the shoot¬ 
ing sleeve he was wearing and 
tossed it into the crowd, then took 
the two-time Big 12 defensive 
player of the year baseline for a 
pullup jumper. 

Talk about unflappable. 

Unstoppable, too. 

The league’s player of the year 
finished with 18 points and 13 as¬ 
sists, most of them during the de¬ 
cisive second half, and Graham 
led ninth-ranked Kansas to an 81- 
70 victory over Jevon Carter and 
No. 18 West Virginia in the Big 12 
Tournament championship game 
Saturday night. 

Malik Newman added 20 points 
on his way to tournament MVP, 
and freshman Silvio De Sousa 
had 16 points on 8-for-8 shooting 
in place of injured big man Udoka 
Azubuike, lifting the Jayhawks 
(27-7) to their 11th tournament 
title and a likely No. 1 seed in the 
NCAA Tournament. 

It was the second time in three 
years they’ve beaten West Virgin¬ 
ia (24-10) for the championship. 

“We just locked on and starting 
plays and kept competing, and it 
was just fun. It was fun to be out 
there,” Graham said with a smile. 
“It helped that we were able to 
make shots.” 

Modest understatement there. 
The Jayhawks shot 72 percent 
from the field in the second half, 
and 56 percent for the game, 
while going 15 of 27 from beyond 
the three-point arc. 

“They have a lot of guys who 
can make shots,” West Virginia 
coach Bob Huggins said. “Let’s 
be honest, all of those guys out 
there, if they’re not McDonald’s 
All-Americans it’s because 
they’re from another country. 
They have good players and their 
guy can coach, you know?” 

Daxter Miles Jr. hit five threes 
and had 25 points to lead West 
Virginia, which has lost the last 
three Big 12 title games. 


No. 1 Cavs edge Tar Heels 


Virginia wins ACC championship 
for second time in five seasons 


Villanova tops Friars in Big East 


By Ralph D. Russo 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — With no one-and-dones, no sure¬ 
fire NBA lottery picks, No. 1 Virginia put together 
one of the most dominant seasons in the storied his¬ 
tory of Atlantic Coast Conference basketball. 

Kyle Guy, Devon Hall and the Cavaliers beat No. 
12 North Carolina 71-63 in the ACC championship 
game Saturday night to finish 20-1 against league 
competition. 

Virginia (31-2) set a school record for victories, 
won the conference tournament for the second time 
in five seasons under coach Tony Bennett and will 
most certainly enter the NCAA Tournament as the 
No.l overall seed when the field of 68 is announced 
Sunday. 

Not bad for a bunch that started the season un¬ 
ranked and picked to finish sixth in the ACC. 

“I think we always knew this could be a special 
team,” guard Ty Jerome said. 

And now that the Cavaliers are favorites, Hall 
said they try to out-underdog the underdogs. 

“You fight like you’re not supposed to win or no¬ 
body expects you to win,” he explained. 

With plenty of their fans packing Barclays Center 
in Brooklyn, the top-seeded Cavaliers beat sixth- 
seeded North Carolina (25-10) for the second time 
this season and snapped a seven-game losing streak 
to the Tar Heels in ACC Tournament play. 

Guy, the tournament MVP, scored 11 of his 16 
points in the second half and Hall added 15 points, 
five rebounds and four assists. Jerome had 12 points, 
six assists and six rebounds for Virginia. Contribu¬ 
tions from everywhere, a microcosm of this special 
season. 

The Cavaliers dominated the ACC with efficiency, 
tenacity and teamwork. They went 17-1 in the regu¬ 
lar season, the one loss by one point in overtime to 
Virginia Tech, and finished first by four games. 

UNC, in its record 35th ACC championship game, 
played about as well as any team has this season 
against the best defensive team in the country, shoot¬ 
ing 40 percent and committing only nine turnovers. 
In the regular season, the Tar Heels managed only 


Julie Jacobson/AP 

Virginia forward Isaiah Wilkins (21) pulls down a 
rebound against North Carolina during the second 
half of Saturday’s ACC tournament championship 
game in New York. Virginia won 71-63. 

49 points and 29 percent shooting while committing 
19 turnovers in a loss at Virginia. 

The Cavaliers played defense with their offense, 
turning the ball over just four times and allowing 
the up-tempo Tar Heels only two fast-break points. 
Virginia makes every possession feel crucial. 

“That’s where they take advantage of teams,” said 
North Carolina guard Joel Berry II, who had 17 
points and four three-pointers. 


By Tom Canavan 
Associated Press 

NEW YORK — Even ripping 
his pants halfway through Big 
East Tournament championship 
game couldn’t spoil the feeling 
Providence coach Ed Cooley had 
about his team. 

Sure it hurt for the fifth-seeded 
Friars to lose to second-seeded 
and No. 2 Villanova 76-66 in their 
third straight overtime game. 
That could not take away from 
what Providence accomplished 
at Madison Square Garden this 
week. 

A team supposedly on the 
NCAA Tournament bubble, 
Providence knocked out fourth- 
seeded Creighton on Thursday, 
rallied from a 17-point second- 
half deficit to beat top-seeded and 
No. 3 Xavier on Friday and then 
overcame a 12-point second-half 
deficit against Nova and had a 
last-second shot at winning in 
regulation. 

Senior guard Kyron Cartwright 
couldn’t make it after scoring 17 
of his 19 points in the final 25 
minutes. He was 6 of 7 from the 
field in the second half before 
missing the last-second shot. 


Frank Franklin ll/AP 

Villanova’s Mikal Bridges (25) 
shoots over Providence’s Isaiah 
Jackson during the Big East 
tournament final on Saturday, in 
New York. Villanova won 76-66. 

“We just played two No. 1 seeds 
back to back in overtime,” Cooley 
said. “That told me my team ma¬ 
tured at the right time. It told me 
my team is gritty. It told me our 
team is tough, resilient, passion¬ 


ate, really good leadership. ... I 
saw some guys come together at 
the right time and hopefully next 
week we can continue to play that 
way.” 

The Friars almost certainly 
will hear their name called dur¬ 
ing Sunday’s NCAA selection 
show for the fifth straight year, 
and they will be a tough opponent 
for whoever they play. 

Mikal Bridges scored 25 points 
and hit two three-pointers in 
overtime to lift No. 2 Villanova 
(30-4) to their second straight 
Big East Tournament and third 
in four years (losing in the 2016 
final). They put a bow on a fantas¬ 
tic season that should have them 
earn a No. 1 seed in the NCAA 
Tournament. 

Villanova had rolled to a pair of 
dominant victories in the tourney 
before holding off a pesky Provi¬ 
dence team that finally wilted 
late. 

The Friars had defeated three 
top-five teams this season and 
were soaring following overtime 
victories against Creighton and 
the Musketeers to reach the final. 
The Friars are the first team in 
the Big East Tournament to play 
three straight overtime games. 
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Lillard leading Trail Blazers’ late-season surge 


PORTLAND, Ore. 


By Anne M. Peterson The only problem? Lillard doesn’t read his 

Associated Press emails. 

Lillard joked about it after his latest 
PORTLAND, Ore. achievement: He surpassed Clifford Robin- 
amian Lillard says the Portland son on Blazers’ all-time scoring list, mov- 

Trail Blazers reach out to him be- i n g into fourth, in Portland’s victory over the 
fore he reaches team milestones, Knicks on Tuesday. Lillard, in his sixth NBA 
just to give him a heads up. season, has 10,461 points. 


Trail Blazers reach out to him be¬ 
fore he reaches team milestones, 
just to give him a heads up. 


“The team, I think they send me emails 
when something’s coming up, but I never 
check my email,” he said. “I never know 
unless I happen to see it on Twitter or until 
after I do it and somebody mentions it.” 

Robinson was sure to get Lillard’s atten¬ 
tion, sending his sentiments over Twitter. 
SEE TIME ON PAGE 27 


Marshall returning to NCAA Tournament 
after 31-year absence » Page 30 


No. 1 Virginia knocks off North Carolina 
for ACC championship » Page 31 
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